




Vo \y^ \iSd.€> 0^ 

Ho^-OK^ 



ttthrarlan 


•tiarpara Joyktij^h.r, i>rjbii« Llbraii 

OOVI. of licd^ji) 





GRANT 0^ TITLES AND HONORARY DISTINCTIONS 

IlfT XHTTiXj^.. 


Ko. 1. 

From C, Bbasov, Egquire, Oni(»*‘^ti/:^'^Seoretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department, to G. F. EiiMOireJoj;-, A^jquire, Sccrctarjr to tho 
Government of India, with the Governor Gcncr* T, No. 3029, dated Fort William, 
the STf «^ile^her, lfl58. 

I AM directed to forward, for the consideration of the Right 
'Hon^ble the Governor General, copy of a Despatch from the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Maui^as, No, 446, dated the 14th 
J aly last, on the subject of bestjjM ing Titles and other honorary dis- 
ti actions on the Natives of IndifcSj^ ^ 

2. The President in Counc^ takes this opportunity of record- 
ing his opinion upon this important question. 


3. His Honor in Council does not think that it would be 
expedient to take away the exclusively Military character of tho 
Order of Merits that any advantage would be gained by so doing. 
But he is of opinion that in addition to the Titles which tho Govern- 
ment noh bestows under the general and somewhat vague provi- 

^ ^ sions of the Resolution* of the 30th May, 1829, 

A copy sent. ^ u,> of a minor character for services and 

merits of a civil and political nature should he systematically con- 
ferred. There is no race in the world, His Honor in Council remarks, 
with whom^ distinctions of this nature would be productive of more 
good than the Asiatic subjects of Her Majesty. 

4. '^ere can be no doubt^of the propriety. His Honor in 
Coipcil obk^es, of prohibiting the Native subjects of Her Maj^^ 


from rcceivjog Titles from Native Princes, real or titular. An ini|[e- 
pendent Tndian ruler has of course a right to bestow titles 
his own subjects, but not on those of another Government, at 
any rate without its consent. Titular Princes, such as the late 
Nawab of the Carnatic, or fhe Nawab Nazim of Bengal, should not 
be allowed to continue the practice of bestowing Titles ; and per- 
haps the same rule should hold good with regard to dependent and 
feudatory Indian chiefs. 

6. His Honor in Council does not agree with the Madras 
Goverm^ent in thinking that Titles should be bestowed on Euro- 
pean British subjects, otherwise than by the Crown directly. 

6. On the whole, the P-''<?i(l?nt in Council desires to recom- 
mend that a Committees bo appointed to consider and report 

on the wliole subject, unij^.r such general instructions as ma^ be 
thought proper. • ^ ' 

7* The following are some of the points to which, as it occurs, 
to His Honor in Council, th^^quiries of such a Committee might 
be directed : 

\Vhether there should be any, and if any, what change in the 
Titles now given. ' - ^ 

Whether there should be any, and if any, what additional 
Titles and honorary distinctions. 

Whether the bestowal of Titles should be accompanied by any, 
and if any, by what decorations or substantial advantages, or both, 

Whether Titles should be in any case hereditary. 

^ ft 

Whether the same Titles shonld be granted for social position, 
for long good conduct, and for special servka,* es-'^hetber they 
should be different. 

Whether there shonld be one, or more than one order, and 
Vr'hether in each order the number of Titles of each gra^ or class 
should he limited or unlimited. 

'Whether the Governments of ^mbay and Madras s^nld con- 
^Due to exercise the power of oonferring Titles and distinctions, or 
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Whether the power throughout Indie should he coS^ned to the 
Clovemor Genwil in Coandl. 

Whether the highest Titles, especdally those which it may be 
thoi^ht proper to reserre for the chiefs and depehd^t and feudh<> 
toTy States, should not he granted by the Crown, on the reoommeh- 
dation 0 ^ thO Governor General in Council. 

8. The President in Council considers it highly desirable that 
the subject should be redeemed from its present state of obscurity 
and uncertainty, and placed on the same deu and well understood 
footing as it «ras under the Mog^l Empire, and as the grant of 
honors and disttndions is in the Umted Kingdom; and he con- 
ceives that there could not be a move, opportune time for oarrying 
out such a measure than the present, Wh^’ 'decent ooourrenoes have 
raised in many quarters a claim to tW grant of honors ftont'the 
Govemsiilii^^nd when the'administration bf India has been trans- 
ferred by Act of Parliament from the East India Company to the 
Crown. 

I have, &c., 

(kgneJ) C. BEADO^. ' 

Ko. 2. 

EVom T. ProaoJT, Eaqoire^ Chief Secretary to the Govemineiit of Port. St. 
George, to the Secretary to the Govemment of Indie, in tho Foreign Deputmenti 
No. 416, dated the lith Jnly 1858. 

1 AlC directed by the Governor in Council to submit, for the con- 
ili^tion of the Govemment of India, the aooompan^fihg copy of a 
letter ftolb the Govemment Agent at Chepauk. 

2. In thft letter. Dr. Balfour brings to notice the Titles and Insignia 
which have been bestowed upon his relatives and dependants by the late 
Nawab of the Camatio, and he enlarges on the desire for such distinc- 
tions felt by the natives of India generall j, and the nse that may be made 
of that ibelilig in stfanulating and rewarding loyalty and good service. 

3. The impression at which he has arrived is, that the Opdeis of 
British India aa4 of Merit might bb extended to all classes of subjects 
in India, EuKqtoiiis M.,wdl aa Natives, servants of the^State, 
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private gcntl^fiien, and that they should not, os at present, he confined ^ 
the Native Army. 

4. The Governor in Council instructs me to state that he is dis- 
posed to concur generally in Dr. Balfour’s views, and that, deeming the 
subject one of much importance, he has been induced to submit that Officer’s 
letter to the Government of India. The crisis through which our Indian 
Empire has lately passed, has elicited numerous instances of fidelity and 
good conduct among all orders of the people, and it may deserve considera- 
tion whether the opportunity should not be taken for the public recognition 
of such services, either iu the mode suggested by Dr. BaJfour, or in some 

similar manner. , 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) T. PYCEOFl\ 


f- 

From Siirj^con E. O. UALPoni, Govcmmenl Agorit at Chepauk, and ^*»y-maBtor of 
Corrmtie Stipends, to 1’. PrcitoPT, Enquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. 
George, No. 087 of 0. A. dated 2iid June 1858. 

Amongst other native gentlermm who at present are servants in the 
Office of tlxo Govcnimeiit Agent Tit Chepauk, and Pay-master of Carnatic 
JStipen tte, and performing, under my orders, duties connected with the 
records of the Carnatic Sircar, tlnWi^ six who hold titles from the late 
Nabobs, whose salaries and avocations arc as follows : 


TlXIiK. 


Salaiues. 


How EMPLOYED. 


Us. 


Rajah Girclharec Lall, Krecatwimt Ba- 
hailuor 

Hajuli Eshwur Do&s, Dyuwuiit Baliadoor 

Uainli ITttolai* liac, Dya Bahadour 

Kajah Tej Bliun Buhadoor 

line liiittiiu dumd 

llai* Fiittfh CUimd* 


115 

70 

ro 

70 

00 

80 


In the records of the Dast- 
or household. 

Khandan SerishtadarQ^ relatives 
of Nabob. 

Persian Department. 

Hoozoor Meersfpnanee. 
Dewanec’^Uecords. 

Sadarut Do. 


* Since accepted oilier employ. 


2. On searching the Sircar records, I find that since the 31st of 
July^ 1^1, the date of accession of the Nabob Azeem-ood-Dowlah Baha- 
door, there have been 890 IWes distributed by that Nabob and tis succes- 
L amongst persons. 
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3. The numbers and gr^s of each of the Titles given l^ve been : 


Given to Maiiomedanb. 


No. 

10 Nabob. 

2 Jah. 
a ^mrah. 

23 Mulk. 

89 Dowlali. 
84 Juug. 

142 Bahadoor. 
261 Khan. 

589 


and the names of the individuals on whom these titles have been bestowed 
will be found in Appendix A. 

4, In addition to these titles, there were bestowed certain badges or 
emblems of honor and rank, which coultf not be used by any individual 
unless cspecwjl^ permitted by £lie Nabobs to do bo ; the permissions to use 
wlucli, issued since 1801, have been as under : — 


Given to Hindoos. 


No. 

15 Wimt 

0 Mahiirajab. 
18 llajah Ibiian. 

1 Ka'e Baoaa. 

5 Balmdoor 

76 Bae. 

115 


lIlNDOOSTANEK. 


Polkou Sad a. 

Palkee Jhallardar. 

(’howur, 

Chutmj. 

Aftabaplienree. 

MalbooH-i-Klias. 

Allcelmud. 

Koniala Shawl. 

Shaw'l. 

Do. Sbal la. 

Jaina-i-Siiull. 

Jania-i^Durdamun. 

Neein-Asteou. 

Kbilat. 

Jowahir Sor-a-po. 

Jowahir. 

Siphor. 

ShumBliarc. 

Peshkubz. 

Nowbw. 

Ghafrial. 

Musnud. 

Shameeanab. 

Nalki. 

Alum Nakara. I, 

Feol-ba-saz-i-Telai'O-JAFceb. 

Mahi Maratib. 

Kalomdan Mye-luwazimali. 

Munsub of ftom 100 to 52,000. 



Enolihu. 


Plain Palanquin. 

Mogalcy Do, 

CUiowree of feathers. 
Pinhrfilla. 

Sun Shade. 

Nftbol>’H apparel. 

Full Dress Belt. 

»Sha\i J. 

Large Shawl. 

Double Shawl. 

Shawl DrrsH. 

Brocade Dress. 

Boat Cloak. 

Dress of honor. 

Coinpleto set of Jewels. 
S4‘parute Jewels. 

SbicM. 

Sriroetar. 

Dagger. 

Martial Drum. 

Gong. 

Musnud* 

Canopy. 

Open Palankeen. 

Standard and Kottio Drums. 


Elephant with Gold Trappings 
and measuring rod. 

Fish Standard. 


Inkstand, complete with its 
appurtenances. • 
Commandants of from 100 to 


62,000. 
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5, Tlv^se badges may be regarded aa^ equivalent of the honorary 
emblems familiar to us in Europe, where, as is so well known, whether 
it be a Crown, ora Collar; a Star, a Gross, or a Chain; a Medal, a 
Device, or a Seal; a Spur of honor, or Sword of honor; a Mantle, a 
Eibbon or Scarf, or any of the standards designative of Military and 
Naval Bank; such badges are, in their various extents, the same, and 
Sovereigns are enabled by their means, to recompense nfierit of every 
denomination, without making the gifts burthensome to their subjects, 
neither the treasure of the State nor the Civil Pension List being in 
any way affected by such Boyal benefactions. 

6. I When permission was granted, the emblem' sanctioned was 
presented; but, in addition to these, presents of other articles were 
favorite modes of showing honor to servants, and all these marks of 
favor were prized by the Sircar servants. It is true that there are to 
be met with in the world, Inen with the moral sentiments so exalted as 
to feel a sufficient reward for all their labors in a con8ciouF-.e8S of their 
own honest desire to do their duty. These, however, are not the 
multitude, and we notice that in all ages rulers have resorted to other 
n^eans to stimulate the slothful, jftid recognise the zealous. Speaking of 
the miftss, we know that men labor and serve to earn money, or honor, or 
love, those being the three great objects of desire in life. During our 
rule in the East, however, we have mainly been holding out to the 
people of those countries only one of these three, yet we know that, 
whatever might be their admiration, respect, or esteem for us, wc are, 
by our physical habits, our morals and intellects, too far removed from 
the natives of India to obtain their love; wo have strewn honors 
among them with such sparing hand, that I have only met with one 
person in our civil employ holding any, and he only the lowest of the 
Hindoo Titles ; and even our money payments have been less in amounts 
to native servants than to those of our own countrymen, although we 
all know that many natives, and particularly of lata years, fret at 
seeing Europeans enjoying emoluments for offices which Reasonably or 
unreasonably natives believe themselves capable of filling with equal 
ability ; we have used only the mere mon^ incitement, as if forgetful 
that if men are to bo ruled and governed and urged to high endeavours, 
these objects can best be attained by holding out for their aim, or by 
offering to their view, objects for their attainment, and inducements to 
exertion, as varied as their own dcSires, and there are few of us but^ 

^lavo observed that as education has spread amongst the native^ 
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community, we bave not been able to satisfy the cravings and long^gs 
of those amongst the educated o£ these people, whose minda are filled 
with ambitions views. 

7. Indeed, throughout the whole period of our rule in our Eastern 
Empire, our governing has been particularly marked by our abstaining from 
efforts to rouse the higher and better feelings oft^the servants, by the 
holding out to*them the prospect of attaining such honors as ambitious 
and noble minds may ever legitimately feel desirous for, and strive to 

. obtain. 

8. We know the full value of orders of honorary distinction, for we 
have seen them eo long before our eyes in Europe, and sec so many of our 
countrymen decorated with them here, that the estimation in which they 
are held is quite familiar to us. We have also, by the formal act of the 
Gh)vemment of India, in establishing the Order of British India and Order 
of Merit, seen that Government recognised the fact that the natives of 
these countries are susceptible of being influenced by the desire of distiric- 
tion, and tlie appended list will prove that this desire is as great, if not 
greater, tlian that which influences ourselves. 

9. 1 think that we have been defective in our arrangements to sup-^ 
ply the varied wants of our servants. 

10. The Order of British India and Order of Merit have not only 

* never supplied the deficiency, hut they have not even taken the position 

* which they might have done, and have therefore, so far as results seem to 
show, not brought that power to our rule for which they were susceptible. 
Why this should have occurred it is not perhaps difficult to indicate. 

11. They were instituted only for a class of Military servants of the 
Empire, and even amongst them the Order of Merit has been bestowed 
with most sparing hand, there being at present only two Native Soldiers in 
the Madras Army, of all grades, who are members of it. 

12. But the great defect in the rules of the Orders, has been their 
exclusive chara^er. 

13. By the Statutes the Military only, and even of this class of our 
. servants, only the Native Soldieiy, are eligible to bo elected members of 

the two Orders. And, though this is the case, it must be admitted that 
wlule the Native Soldiery are not the only, they are not the servants of 
the State who best earn claims to distinction, and so to restrict /admis- 

*^8ion into the Orders bas had a treble* disadvantage. It creates a separa- 
tion amongst portions of our servants who should not be seT)arated. 



should all stimulated b; one common zeal and aim ; it lovers the value 
of the Order in the eyes of the natives themselves, as they all must see 
that the bravest of the European Soldiers never wear to adorn it, and it 
creates amongst the Europeans, in all branches of the Public Service, as 
also amongst all the natives in our civil employ, the impression either 
that they are not deserving of the Orders of British In^ and of Merit, 
or, that the Orders are not worthy of them* Yet, it may not be questioned 
that there is not in India any European servant of the State, however 
exalted may he his rank, however great his ability, however comprehen- 
sive his knowledge, or how great soever his deeds, but would accept with 
honest pride and feelings of just emotion the offer to enrol him as a mem- 
ber of tbiB Order of Merit of British India, provided the State bestowed it 
in recognition of his merits. 

14. In such ma^ierg as this, it is not what is bestowed, hut the 
motives^ for, and the associate^ in the bestowal, by which the value of the 
gift is estimated, and proper selecting is alone required. I feel assured 
it will be allowed that, as a body of men, there is no Government which 
has ever had fewer sluggards, and no rulers have ever bad so many ear- 
nest men as amongst the Englishipen serving the Indian Government, and 
I 'know that the proudest amongst them would feel honored if he were 
rocogtiised by the State as having been of use to India, and wore granted 
either of the two Orders of British India in token of the State’s recogni- 
tion of his merits. For honoring in this manner, due selection, as was 
before said, is all in all. There is no order, however illustrious, but may 
receive additional lustre by the enrolment amongst its members of an 
honorable name, and there is no Order but may be kept low or brought into 
disrepute by the humbleness of its aims, or its too lavish or unworthy 
bestowal. 

1 5. Under these views alone, it seems to me that to restrict the Orders 
of British India and that of Merit to the Military servants of the State 
\vas a mistake : hut to restrict them to the Native Soldiery, the least 
worthy part of the Military, was a greater error, and one ^hich could only 
have the effect of keeping it as the lowest of the Orders granted for services 
by Sovereign nJers. 

16. Tlie institution of Orders of Knighthood, as a means of recom- 
penco for heroic achievements, is traceable to a high antiquity, but the object 
of the Orders of Euro})e is not confined to reward Military valour displayed 
m the field, but to promote loyalty, liferary pursuits, and other virtues, and’* 

^.'.prdiiigly them coulcrred on those who deserve well of the State 
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and of its ruler ; on men as well as women ; bestowiid alike ibr valour in 
the iield ; for civil services to the nation in the closet, or at tiie bar, or in the 
senate ; as also for diplomatic services at home or abroad. 

17- In my position, seeing a dynasty passing away, seeing six men 
with different titles serving under me, and knouHlng ft*oni the Sircar 
Records how liberally the Carnatic Nabobs have bostoWed on their own 
relations, on their servants, and even on our subjects, Mahomed an and 
Hindoo Titles, it has seemed advisable to bring the subject specially to the 
notice of Government, as I believe it would add gresflly to our power of 
governing the people of these countries were vre to use other than tho 
mercenary means which we have hitherto sololy been employing. I can 
believe that there are many occasions where Government would linM it useful 
to bestow titles amongst its servants, and as one of these I might instance 
that of a servant in a position where his services are really useful, where 
it is impossible to reward him with iucroasjj of salary or remove him to 
another office, to whom the grant of a Title Wi^ulcl bo accepted by himself 
as safficient , and would })e regarded by others as an honorable recognition 
by the State of their servant’s labors. Tliore are men amongst the Hin- 
doos and Mahomedans, as there are amongst ourselves, who disregard 
pities, and I have known instances of such ; but there are others whom I 
have known, whose great desire to possess Titles has marked the high 
estimation they put upon them, and thus shown how much they miglit 
have been influenced to exertion by ourselves, hod wo too held out to them 
the prospect of attaining the honors to which their longings extended. 
As one of these cases, I may mention that of a subject and servant, 

as his case is within the 
knowledge of Government, 
having been the subject of 
the correspondence as per 
margin* It is tliat of 
Kader Ally, Tohsildar of 
Kdolcc, who had been 
granted the Titles of Khan 
and Bahadoor by the late 
Nabob, Mahomed Qhous, 
and he made persevering 
efforts to obtain the recog« 
nition of our Govettiment to thc^same, by striving to make Govern- 
ment the medium pf transmitting to him the seal granted for 
1‘itles* 


1. Letter from D. White, KH(i«:re, Collector of 
Ncllore, dated lOtli Jaimary IH.XI, Ni», 7. 

Letter to Uls liiglmcM) the Nabob, dated 14*th 
Jaiuiory 1850, 

3. Letter from llis Higlinoss the Nabob, dated 13tfa 
August 1853. 

4. Letter to His Highness the Nabob, dated 13th 
August 1853. 

5. Letter from |lis Highuess the Nabob, dated 10th 
Augmt 1853. 

6. Letter to •Chief Secretary to Government, dated 
I7tb August 1853, No. 43. 

7. Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 23rd 
August 1833, No. 310. 

8. Letter His Highness the Nabob dated 26th 
August 1838, No. 143. 
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IS. Tliere wad anotlier maa well known in tlxia place^ Stree* 
navatMa Pillay, a Hindoo, who waa generally regarded as superior to 
such matters ; but whose great desire in later life was to obtain a 
Title from the Nabob of the Carnatic, and he did at length obtain 
one lor himself, viz. that of Bajah Streenawassa Pillay, Indra Baha- 
door, and one for bis adopted son, Sreeman Ramanooja Moonea Pilla} , 
the lad now at the High Bchool, viz.f of Bajah Sreemsm Bamanooja 
Moonea Pillay, Karan Wunt Bahadoor. 

10. When I asked the Pillay what had induced him to seek for 
Titles or accept them, his answer to me was illustrative of the various 
motives for action among men ; for be replied : “ I was desirous of 
having this mark of favor from Sovereign to elevate me in the favor 
of my countrymen.*’ Yet who shall say but that having felt he 
had exhausted all th« favors of our Government, he only , resorted 
to a Native Court to get that which he so much had longed for, which 
we might easily have granted to a man of his position, but yet did uot 
think of giving, or would not give. 

20. The European custom of hereditary Titles is here wholly 
unknown ; all titles, &c. are personal, and any creation of ours shoul^ 
equally be so ; and this practice wholly prevents the possibility of Titles 
descending to an impoverished man, as it would lapse with the life of the 
first holder. It is not the custom of the Eastern Courts to grant money 
payments along with Titles : on some occasions such grants are made, 
but it is not general, nor usual to do so, and need not be adopted by us : 
and the numbers, names, and salaries of Titled Sircar servants still surviving, 

. Sec Uh> word « .live” of mn«k.. ® * sufficiently 

show that these people at 

least do not considei* a large income and expenditure as in any way con- 
nected with, or necessary to be possessed by the holder of a Title. 

21. What the new honor should conrist of, may be npitter of discus- 
sion : it will be observed that the Mahomedan Sovereign grants Mahomedan 
Titles to Mohomedans, and Hindoo Titles to Hindoos, to men as well as to 
women, and it would therefore seem quite in keeping for us to grant to our 
native subjeots and servants such Titles and honors as we think suitable. 

22. ' The source of honor amongst our nation Is our Gracipus 
..^Sovereign I Am of opinion that if Wore be given, they ought to he 

ie_name (jf Her Majcty, on the recommendation of the Govern- 



meiits of the PreBideneiee by the Governor General of India, but in all 
eases in this land of change, without any delay. 

S3. My own impression is, that jthe Orders of British India and 
of Merit might" be extended to all classes of sul^ects in India, IJurbpeans 
as well as Natives, servants of the State, as well as private gentlemen* 
and I subjoin copy of the orders instituting the two Orders of British 
India and of Merit to show their applicability. 

24, The ubjeot of mjr present recommendation being to increase 

the power of onr rule, it is a legitimate question to ask if the Native 
States, who haV^ showered down with most open hands on their subjects 
Titles and Honors of every degree, have derived any advances from 
their liberality in matters which cost them nothing Of money value at 
least. ^ 

25. For a reply to that qu^tion wh may look to the results of 
oiir own Rule, and recognise that, though wb are the power that has 
subsisted longer than any eteeutive Indian Kingdom which is either now 
extant, or which we have ever succeeded to, we have conquered and hold 
our conquests by our intellectual power, our resolution, and material 
resources ; but we know that the natives of the country, whether Maho- 
medans or Hindoos, look to their Native Sovereigns, whether Mahomedan 
or Hindoo, rather than to us, and in taking lessons how to rule in future, 
it may be advantageous to take into consideration the subject of granting 
Titles to our own countrymen and to the people of this country. Though 
greatly followed by the extinct Native rulers, who retain the affection of 
the people, the plan has never yet been tried by us, and it seems to me 
one well meriting our serious consideration. 

25. Were I to be asked to state the exact estimate of the value 
which I put on the duty of exercising the exclusive right to grant Titles, 
as an engine of power to us and token of our supremacy, I would answer, 
that when, 24* years ago, we assumed to ourselves the exclusive right 
to exercise the regal prerogative of coining money, the equally regal 
right exclusively to grant Titles should also then have been assumed and 
acted on, for the duties of coining money and granting Titles, in all ages 
nnd amongst all people, have ever been equally regarded as pertaining 
to Sovereignty alone to perform, and if we longer delay to asiyime the 
right we have left unexereised, wf will, in my opinion, be abandoning a 
prerogative which all riileri q^cercise with great advant^e to their 



and }>e t]ir<>wing back upon Native States all those minds which look 
to Titles as objects of their ambition, and deprive ourselves of the position 
whicli we may with e^e assume amongst people whose ostentation and 
love of display are proverbial. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) T. PYiCROFT. 


No. 3. 

llesolation of Government, dated the 30th May 1829. 

Reap a petition from Koonwur Bunwarree Lai, Zemindar of .Pool- 
adsee, in the Moorshedabad Division, soliciting the titles of Maharajah and 
Bahadoor, and stating the grounds of his claim to the consideration of 

Government. * 

* * 

Read a petition from, Koomvur Rajnarain Raee, an inhabitant of 
Calcutta, praying to bo allowed to succeed to the title of Maharajah and 
Bahadoor, held by his father and graudfatber successively, under grants 
from the throne of Delhi, made with the sanction and concurrence of the 
British Government. 

Read a petition from Race Putnee Mull, i)raying to be acknowledged 
by the title of Rajah, and offering to build a stone bridge over the Curuin- 
nassu. 

% 

Resolittto'JT. — The question of conferring titles or other marks of dis- 
tinction on the native sulyects of the British Government of India, is one 
of acknowledged importance, and has long occupied the attention of the 
Governor General in Council, 

The })riiioiple that this essential and peculiar attribute of sovereign 
rule should properly be exercised by the British Government, direct, 
instead of as fiirmorly through the medium of the Pageant Court of Delhi, 
WHS first asserted and established by the Marquis of Hastings, at an early 
period of his administration : but the occasions for conferring ranks upon 
inhabitants of the British Provinces were, from whatever cause, of rare 
occurrence, during the Government of that nobleman : and it was not until 
the accession of Lord Amherst, that the practice of granting titles came 
actively ^d systematically into use. During Lord Amherst’s administra- 
tion, titles and various other honorary ttistinctions were bestowed on several 
*^^|l| ^^j|ifeb le and meritorious individuals, both in acknowledgment of services 
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and good conduct during the prevalence of war on the Eastem Frontier, 
and to reward and encourage acsta of public spirit and Kbemlity, connected 
with the formation of roads, the endowment of Colleges, and the promotion 
of othe^ institutions tending to the welfare and improvement of the native 
community. The value attached to grants of this nature by the Society 
at large, is sufficiently evidenced in the numerous applications which have* 
been brought ^forward at different times, and are now actually depending 
for similar distinctions. 

Entirely concurring in the wisdom and expediency of the course above 
indicated, the Governor General in Council has no hesitation in determin- 
ing to follow up*the line marked out by preceding adiAinistrations, relative 
to conferring rank on o\ir native subjects ; but H is Lordship is at the same 
tipie desirous, both that sOme rules should be framed for regulating the 
distribution of titles, and also that the principles dn which the govern- 
ment intends to act in granting them, and the proper channel of applica- 
tion, should be more generally known and distinctly understood than 
appears at present to be the case. 

The following gen<lral heads of instruction are accordingly laid down 
for the guidance of all concerned, subject to such modifications, as further 
experience may suggest. 

Applications for titles, or other honorary distinctions, on the part of 
nati^'S residing in the interior, shall bo addressed t.o the Commissioners in 
their respective divisions, and to the Chief Local Political Authority in 
the following cases, ; 

Moorshedahad Division ... Agent to the Governor General 

Patna ditto . • Mr. Douglas. 

Benares ditto .. Agent to the Governor General 

Saugor and Nerbudda Territory. . . Ditto. 

Delhi Terrijiory . . Eesident. 

Similar applications on the part of the native inhabitants of the 
Presidency and the immediate vicinity shall be addressed direct to the 
Persian Secretary to Government. 

It is desirable, in order to preserve unity and consistency of procedure, 
that all reports to Government, on the subject of titles and honoraory dis- 
tinctions, should be made through one and the same channel ; and the 
Pei^ian Office, which has hitlierto been the medium of dispensm^^ 
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favors, prcsi»nts itself as the most obviously suited for the sort of duly. 
The Commissioners and other authorities concerned will therefore address 
themselves to that officer. 

Titles will be awaided on the following grounds ; 

^ \bL — Services during war, and in times of public emergency. 

T 

2nd. — Meritorious conduct on the part of Landholders in the interior, 
in aiding the Police ; distinguished success in improving the agricultural 
system and the manufactures of the country ; and the execution of impor- 
tant public works. 

Liberal contributions for the support and promotion of bene- 
ficial ])uhlic undertakings and institutions. 

Under the native Government, titles were not, strictly speaking, here- 
ditary, tor shall they hereaftpr he so considered; but due attention will at 
all times be paid to claims, which may^ be considered by men of family to 
succeed to the rank enjoyed by their ancestors. 

Tlie Governor General in Council will, of course, in all cases, exercise 
tlie most unfettered discretion in approving or rcjfteting applications, and 
the authoritieb recommending will advert carefully to the general character 
and circumstances of the candidate, so that the value of the distinction be 
not lowered in the public estimation, by the admission of unworthy 
members of society to a participation in the honors and privileges of rank, 

•The title to be conferred on the Mahomedan subjects of the British 
Empire in India will be ordinarily those of Khan Bahadoor and Nawah, 
with the style and epithets appropriate thereto. Tliose which belong to 
the Hindoos, are Bae Bajah Bahadoor^ Maharajah Rahadoar^ and certain 
designations peculiar to the mercantile classes, such as Soh Seth, Ac. Ac. 
Titles of the higher* grade should, generally speaking, be reserved for the 

• K.yrK-Th... are Maharajn, R««- “f Feudatory and Depen- 

flfmt Dhi Jiaj, Rajadhi, Raj ‘Nurinder, dent States, except in dascs of extraor- 

Rtetiindeb, Alohendffr, tsc, Btc, 

dtnary ment. 

Honoraiy distinctions and rewards for services performed in the field 
by Commissioned Native Officers of the army will be conferred, as hereto- 
fore, on the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief. 

Intorder to give effect to the wish of His Lordship in Council, that 
the views and intentions of Gavemmeut regarding the grant of titles 
^*|l||||y^tivc suhjepts should be more generally promulgated, aapieB of this 
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Resolution will bo communicated to the several Conumasioners^and FoHti- 
eal authorities named above, for thrir information and guidance ; and that 
they may cause its purport to be known and understood amongst the 
respectable classes of inhabitants within their respective divisions* 

Ordered also^ that copies be recorded for information in the Judicial 
and Territorial Bepattmenis. 

(Signed; A, STERLING. 

Ko. 4. 

From C B^pon, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreigu Department, to the Secretary to the Governinent of Madihis, No. 3048, 
dated Fort William, the 25th May 185B. 

With reference to your letter No. 446, dated the 14tjj July 
last, 1 am directed by the Governor General in Council to forward 
copy of a communication from the Hon'blc the President in Council, 
No. 3029, dated the 3rd September last, and of the Resolution of the 
30th May 1829, therein referred to. 

2. His Excellency in Council would be glad to receive from the 
Right Hon^ble the Governor in Council any further suggestions 
regarding the grant of titles and honorary distinctions to natives of 
India, for services in a Civil capacity, as well as to Chiefs and other 
native gentlemen of rank, wealth, and influence, to whom such dis- 
tinctions have hitherto been usually granted. 

3. The Governor General in Council recognizes the necessity 
fir placing the wtole subject in a clear and intelligible footing, 
and of defining precisely the titles which shall hereafter be given 
to Native Chiefs and gentlemen, the rank and precedence which shall 
accompany sucb titles, the forms of address which shall be invariably 
observed, the, classes of persons to which, and the services for which, 
each description of title will be granted, and other particulars neces- 
sary to constitute the body of persons to whom such titles are con- 
ferred, a recognized institution of the Empire. 

4. It is with a view to the careful preparation of a code of 
rules for this object that His Excellbcy in Council desires to 'be in 
possession of the of tha Government of Madras and the othe-^^ 



( 16 ) 


local admimstrationB. iiis Excellency in Council is decidedly of 
opinion that the institution should be confined tb natives of ludia^ 
and that no titles should be given to the European British subjects 
of Her Majesty residing in India^ otherwise than according to 
existing usage. 

I have, &c.,^ 

(Signed) C. BEADON. 


\ 


No. 3019, dated the 25th 
May 1859. 


No. 5. 

From VLt Simbon, Esquire, Under Secretary to the Government of -India, in the Foreign 
Depurtfneut, ^ 

I’o tlio Secretary to the Government of Bomluiy 
To the Secretary to tlio Govoninientof Bengal , 

'J'o the Secretary to the OoVernraent of N. VV. Provinces 
To the Secretary to the Governmerfw of Punjab 
To the Chief Commissioner of Oudo 
'I’o the Commissioner of Pegu 
To the Commissioner of Nagpore 
To the Coinniissioner of Mysore 
To the Itesident at Hyderabad 
To the .Agent, Contnil India 
To tlic Agent, Uajpootanu 
To the Hesidont at Baroda, and 
To the Political Agent of Uewuh 

I AM directed by the Governor General in Council to forward* 

• For the information of the Bight UonHilcthe Governor 
in f’outidl. 

For the iiiforniation of Ills Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor. COpiCS 

For your information. „ i ♦ 

Of the papers noted on 

From OfTiciiiting Secretary, Foreign Departmemt, No 3020 , thc marffin, respectilllj 
dated 3rd Suptmnbcr 185 H, with two enclosures. ® ^ 

To Secretary to the Go\ onuiieiit ut Madraa, No. 30 IS, the jjrant of titles and 
dated Voth May i ,. . . 

honorary distinctions 

to natives and Native Chiefs of India; and to request thatf 


t Ilia Lordship in Council. 

Ills Honor the Lieutenant Governor, 
You. 


will be pleased 
to favor Mie Supreme 
Government with his opinion and suggestions on the subject. 

I have, &C.J 

(Signed) H. SIMSON. 
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No. 6. 

Read agaiQ letter from Snrgcon Edward BALFOiric, Government Agent at Cliepank, and 
Pay«>inaster of Carnatic Stipends^ dated 2n.d June 18i>8t No. 887 of G. A,, and recorded in 
Consultation of 20th July 1858. 

No. 13.-^Read also Minute by the Honorable the President, dated dth April 1859. 


This suljeft IS familiar to me. More than 25 years ago, when 1 was 
Deputy Secretary to the Supreme Government of India, in tiic Political (now 
called the Foreign) Department, 1 prepared for Lord Williaiti Bcntlnek a 
a scheme of Honorary Distinctions for Ilindoos and Mnhomedans, founded upon 
those which it had been usual to grant at the Court of Delhi, where the earliest 
years of my service were passed ; and it is a pfbof that this scheme was a sound 
one, and in accordance with native feelings and usages, that it has remained 
without alteration to this day, and has been extensively acted upon, greatly to 
tfie public advantage. The Titles were, • 


Fur Hindoos, 

Riii. 

Riio. 

llahddur. 

RiCi or Rdo Bahddur. 
Rdjl 

RdjfC Baliddur. 
MahardjiL 


^or Halumtdan*, 
Kh^i. 

Bahddur. 

Khdn Buliihlur. 
Baliiidur Jung. 
Nawdb. 


and it was at the same time arranged timt all letters from tlie Governor 
General to natives of India sliould be written in tlie English hiiignnge, 
according to certain formulas suited to the rank of the parties, — such as, “ My 
Friend,” “My dear Friend,” &c., and ending with “Your sincere Friend,” 
and so on. 


I see no reason^why these rules should not be from henrefortli acted upon 
in the Madras Presidency. The natural desire for honorable disthictLon 
enables a Government to exercise a powerful influence for good, at no cost to 
tlie public ; and there roust be many old native servants of the Madras 
Government, and public, spirited, and deserving members of the native com- 
munity, whose* selection for such distinctions would be regarded with general 
approbation. • 


I 

No. 14.— Order thereon, No. 229, doted 8th April 1859. 

1. The Govenmient have again given their consideration to t£e letter 
recorded above. 
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2. More than 25 years agfo, a scheme was prepared in Bengal, for Lord 
William Bentinck, uf Honorary Distinctions for Hindoos and Mahomedans, 
founded upon those which it had been usual to grant at the Court of Delhi ; 
and it is a proof that this scheme was a sound one, and in accordance with 
native feelings and usages, that it has remained without alteration to this day, 
and has been extensively acted upon greatly to the public advantage. 

3. The titles were, 


For Hindoos, 

Rdf, 

Jldo, 

Bahddun 

^ Kuf or KiCo Bahddur. 
^Rdjd, 

Bailed ur. 
Mahdrdjd. 


For Mahomedans, 
Khun. 

Bahddur. 

Khdn Bahddur. 
Bahadur Juug. 
Nawdb. 


and it was at the same time arranged that all letters from the Governor 
General to natives of India should be written in the English language, 
according to certain formulas suited to the rank of the parties, — such as “ My 
Friend,” “ My dear Friend,’* &c., and ending with “ Your sincere Friend,'* 
and so on. 


4. The Government do not see why these rules should not be hence- 
forth acted upon in the Madras Presidency. The natural desire for honor- 
able distinction enables a Government to exercise a powerful influence for 
good, at no cost to the public ; and there must be many old native sen'ants 
of the Madras Government, as well as public, sprited, and deserving mem- 
bers of the native community, whose selection for such distinctions would 
be regarded with general approbation. 


(Signed) T. PYCROPT. 
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No. 7. 


From C. B^adon, Eoquiret Seerctary to the Government of India, 

Foreig’n Department, 

• 

To the Secy., Govt.»of Madras 
To the Secy., Govt, of Bombay 
To the Secy., Govt, of Ben^j^al 
To the Secy., Govt, of North-Western 
Provinces • . . 

To the Secy., Govt, of Punjab 
To the Chief Commissioner of Oudc, • 

To the Commissioner of Nag^pore 
To the Corniiaissioner of Mysore 
To the Commissioner of Pegn 
To the Resident at Hydrabad 
To the Agent, Governor General, Central 
India 

To the Agent, Govenior General, Uaj- 
pootana . . 

To the Resident at Baroda 

’ To the Political Agent, Kewah 

• ' » 

I AM directed by His Excellency the Governor General in Council 

to draw your attention to my letter No. 3049, dated the 25th May 

last, and to request that the report therein called for, relative to the 

grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions, may be furnished as soon 

as possible. 

2. I am* directed also to request that, with this report, there 
may be submitted a complete and carefully prepared Return of the 
Titles and Honorary Distinctions which have been conferred by the 
British Government on Native Chiefs and others, within the scope 

• Your anthoritjr, of * 

The authority of the Govenunent of Bengal, &c. arranging thesC persons 

t Tour opinion. • according to the ' rank 

T^e opinion of the Bengal Govenunent, which inf 


V No.«8841. 


Dated thj 28th 
June 1859. 
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they should hold, and giving tho other particulars provided for in 
the subjoined form : 


u 

S| 

I'® 

ll 

« ‘Sc 
il.9 
'A 
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IM 

0 
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■h 

District and place of resi- 
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Date on which Title or dis- 
tinction was bestowed. 
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I! 
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£i 

or otherwise. ' 

im 

mi 

■P^ 
§1*2 . 

ii|i 

S'lll- 

a 

Rimabss. 

f 


• 




f 
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8. In deterinining tho relative rank of native gentlemen enjoy- 
ing the same description of Title or Honorary Distinction, the Governor 
General in Council would suggest that, when such Title or Distinction 
has been enjoyed uninterruptedly by the ancestors ofthe actual holders, 
and has been renewed in his person by tho British Government, 
regard should be had to the claihis of family descent, and to the feel- 
ings of the natlye community on such subjects ; but that whcre,.such 
Titles or Distinctions have been recently created by the British Govern- 
ment, the present holders should take rank from the date on which 
the Titles or Distinctions were personally conferred upon them. 


4. 1 am also directed to request that you will furnish a 

• Your ftnthority. of pcrsoHS withiii the 

The authority* of the Governmont of Bengal, &c. BCOpe of* 

claiming or assuming TitluM or Distinctions which have not been con- 
ferred upon them by the liritish Govemmentj and to which conse- 
quently they have no right. 

5. The Return will not include members of the Orders of Merit ‘ 
or of British India, or those who enjoy Titles and Addresses purely 
official, in virtue of their employment in the public service. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) C. BEADON. ' 
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Ko. 8. 

Prom Colonel Sir R. Shakespear, Kt., Ag^ent of the Governor Gencml 
for Central India, to R. SmsoN, Esquire, Under Secretary to the Government 
of India, Foreign Department, No. 207A, dated Indore Residency, the 14th 
June, 18J9. , 

As directed in your Circular Letter No. 3049, of date 25th 
ultimo (which only re£lched me this morning), I proceed to record 
my views respecting the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions 
to Natives and Native Chiefs of India. 

Id . — ^TO THE NATIVE CHIEFS. 

• 2. I am of opinion that oU^position in India has been injured 

by our tH^ing so long* recognized the house of Timur* us the 
fountain of honor. I think that wo should strive, by every means, 
to make the Native Chiefs look to us for distinctions, and covet 
honors at our hands. 

3. The Guikowar Chief sought for such distinction from us, 
and obtained it, but I have reason to belive that Holkar would not 
solicit the bestowal of Moorchals from us. I judge from a remark 
made by one of his agents who, ’ when I casually mentioned the 
gr^tiiication the bestowal of Moorchals had conferred on the 
Guikowar, said, ** we think that that distinction can only be given 
by the Sattara family.^^ 

4. It is sad to think that, even in 1856, an honor was more 

keenly coveted Cy every ruler in India from the Peishwas or the 
Delhi representative, than the same honor is, even in 1859, 
from the British Government. There must be something defective 
in our system when honors from us are so lightly regarded by the 
great families of India. They dread our power and value our 
grants of lands ; they also value complimentary letters ; but I think 
it will be found that very few in ll^'pootana or elsewhere would 
(like the HSuikowar) take a pride in openly displaying themselves as 
the gratified recipients of a pure honorary distinction, such as the 
Moguls and Peishwas formerly conferred. ' 

5. Every such graat, even if gratefully received, would serve 
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to perpetu^to to some degree the memory of former rulers ; and 
were it not for the really contemptible private character of most 
Indian Chiefs and Princes, I should feel much inclined to suggest 
that purely English distinctions should be bestowed. I can imagine 
that the Minister of Nepaul received with greater delight the 
decoration of the Grand Cross of the Bath than he would have 

c 

done any oriental Title, and I think that distinction would be highly 
valued by any Indian ruler, the Nizam for instance ; but I submit 
that it is too pure an honor to be sullied by being shared in by 
such characters as Asiatics usually bear. The same may be said of 

the lower classes of the Order of the Bath. • 

• 

6. All such distinctions are of a personal nature ; but heredi- 
tary Titles are gonorally considexfd as honors to a family. Per 
instancy 1 would not hesitate to propose a Baronetcy for t]|||.Nabob of 
Jourah, hut I should he sorry to sec him gazetted as K.C.B, or 
oven Knight Bachelor ; the grants should, in my opinion, be all 
from Her Majesty. 

Ind . — ^TO NATIVES GKNEKALLY. 

% 

7; The Order of Merit, — I would beg to propose that, as in the 
Order of the Bath, there he both a Military and Civil class, and I 
know no other improvement that could be made, but it should be 
very sparingly bestowed to both Civil and Military. 

8. I have for many years felt convinced that the time had arrived 
for our Government to try to introduce some distinction for those 
who can show herediiarg service before the Hou’ble Company's rule 
in India ceased. I have often said that I should be proud to wear 
a Copper Order, bearing merely the words " Tkree jiooeht Sircar 
Coinpang ha JSoakarJ* 

9. The natives cling to family services : the worst of* their rulers, 
in the greatest of his extremity, has frequently found his old 
hereditary servants cling to his ruined fortunes. So valuable and 
so amiable a characteristic ought not, I submit, to hi neglected 
by so great a Government as ours. But our whole system is to 
ti*eat the Natives as if they were machines. At Lord Elphinstone's 
table in December 1856, I mentioned this, and remarked that 
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some day " they would show us that they were not maoljines,” Oin 
Government is most anxious to gain the affections of the people^ 
and I submit that an order directing all of second, third, or fourth 
generation of continued servitude, should have some distinctive 
decoration, and that all Officers should be told that tlie services of 
the ancestor^ constituted, in the eyes of Government, a very high 
claim in a candidate for employment. 

10. Though not immediately connected with the question under 
discussion, I hope 1 may be allowed to take this opportunity of 
drawing attention to a point to which I attach the very greatest 
importance as affecting our influence in India. 

IL Our Leases . — Our object, in long settled countries, is to 
effect a 30 years’ lease. If we give all such leases for life, we shall 
at once effect our object (as 30 years would be about the average) ; 
but we shall touch the personal feeling eff the man, and interest 
him for life in our rule. VVe shall always offer our farm for rent 
under the most favorable circumstances, for most men think their 
own lives will be long; whereas we now, after £5 years, have, to 
put up a farm for only five years of tlie remainder of the . lease. 
Kach fresh lease would have time for consideration separately (and 
the liumau being is entitled to tliat consideration) ; whereas they 
all terminate on one day, and a whole district finds itself disposed of 
by the decree of a distant Board, just as if each of the breathing 
tenants had not feelings and sympathies worthy of individual 
consideration. 

12. I gave Heen hydt pniias to some of tlie most troublesome 
Talookdars in Scindiah’s country on the Chumbul in 1840, and 
1857 they stood by Scindiah. They had been always, previous 
to the leases for life, in a chronic state of waifurc with Scindiah. 

13, All Natives cling to any scrap of paper os a certificate. 
Sunnuds from the head of the Government and from the Secretary 
to Govcrnnycnt, and testimonials by other officers, on paper highly 
ornamented with the Royal Arms, and in a printed form, would 
be very suitable rewards to servants of Government, in cases where 
the Order of Merit could hardly be appropriate. 
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14. I fear that I have allowed my pleasure at finding GoTcm- 
mcnt taking a keen interest in a measure affecting the feelings of 
the people, to cause me to enter on the subject at greater length 
than was desired, but I am certain that few subjects are more 
doscrviug of the attention of Government. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) E. C. SIIAKESPEAR. 


No. 9. 

From'Lieiitcnant^Coloncl C. Davidbok. Hesidcnt at Hyderabad, to Cecil Beabons 
Eflqulre, Secretary to the Gov’ernment of India, Foreign Department, No. 71, dated 
Hyderabad Ileaidoncy, the 22nd June 1859. 

I j'AVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Cirifalar Letter 
No. 3049, dated the 25tl) ultimo, from your Office, directing me to 
furnish my opinion and suggestions as to the grant of Titles and 
Honorary Distinctions to the Natives and Native Chiefs in India. 

2. It is with great regret that 1 observe in the 4th paragraph of 
Despatch No, 3048, of the 25th May 1859, to the Madras Govern- 
ment, that Ills Excellency the Governor General in Council has ex- 
pressed his decided opinion that the institution should be confined 
to Natives of India as I believe this decision will be fatal to its use- 
fulness, and \^ill lessen the great anxiety for honors and reward from 
our Governmeut which would otherwise actuate the native mind ; I 
do not say that some would not still desire such rank and honors, 
but it would not be so general and universal, as it will be if a most 
comprehensive order were instituted, associating in it all Her Majesty^s 
subjects, whether European or Native. 

3. At no period of British rule in India have all the actions 
and movements of Government been so narrowly watched and scan- 
ned by' the Natives as at the present time. The universal question is — 
Shall we or shall we not be bettered by being brought under the im- 
mediate Government of Her Majesty the Queen? Unfortunately, the 
heavy war expenditure on account of the rebellion, and permanently 
rotainiUg a much larger Army of,. European soldiers than we have 
ever yet done before in India, has already forced us to impose taxes, 
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and rumour asserts others are intended^ which will materially afloel 
the pecuniary interests of the whole of the people of India. Thif* 
at the inauguration of the direct Government of Her Majesty, is, 
as above said, unfortunate, as it i)erpetuate6 the idea tliat most natives 
already entertain, that we have only governed them in order to exact 
as much revenue from them as we can, without reference to their 
interests, and that they will Uicrefore now be worse off under the 
immediate Government of Her Majesty, than they were under that 
of the East India Company. 

4*. Is it then politic, while instituting an order granting rewards 
and honors for services to Her Majesty's Government, and fpr meri- 
torious acts to the general community, that it should be hampered 
\ 5 fith what will he deemed the invidious distinction, that it is for 
natives alone, — an order, in short, which will be *good enough ^for the 
people of India, but valueless in the eyes ot Europeans ? 

5. I know there is already a feeling of this kind extant in re- 
gard to the Orders of “ British India " and Order of Merit/' Their 
exclusive nature, as Dr. Balfour justly remarks, was one element 
against their success ; but another was that it is supposed our Govern- 
ment considered them good enough for the natives of India, but not 
Worthy of acceptance by their European troops. 

^ 0. In illustration of this feeling, I would remark, that when 
these Orders were lately liberally bestowed by the Government of 
India on the Native Officers and men of the Hyderabad Contingent, 
they did not fail repeatedly to ask why they were not shared in by 
their European OfTicors. 

7. In some instances, such as power over the life and property 
of Europeans, I would not allow an equality on the part of the natives 
of India with our own race, as I consider them at present, neither by 
education, civilization, nor friendly sentiments to our nation, fitted 
for such a })osition : but in an institution which is to reward good 
service to the State, and meritorious conduct to the community, it, 'n 
my opinion,’ cannot be too comprehensive. 

8. Firmly convinced as I am that, with the utmost toleration to 
all creeds and native religions, oui^Mission to India is one to estab- 
lish Christianity and civilization throughout the length and breadth 
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of the liincl^ I should be sorry indeed to see the power given to any 
one to point out, that even in the bestowal of titles and honors, we 
arrogantly drew a line of distinction between the European and 
native races. I would therefore advocate the institution of an Order 
by Her Majesty to which all her subjects, whether European or 
native, who did good and meritorious service to the State^ in the East, 
were alike eligible. 

9. I know that many European Officers scorn the idea of being 
associated in any honors with the natives of India, but this is a 
feeling deeply to be regretted, and which no means should be left 
untried to eradicate. It is everywhere acknowledged that the anti- 
pathy and hatred between the European and native races of India 
have of late years increased ; and however much the Govenirneni and 
its authcritics have discouiitpianccd and discouraged this feeling, late 
events have rendered i|) stronger than ever, 

10. Her Majesty and Her advisers will well know how to enact 
an Order open to all Her subjects, rendered valuable and highly prized 
by moans of Her fostering care, in which I hope to sec names of 
Eirropcan note incorporated j under such circumstances, I should have 
no fear of its success, especially if, in excc])tioual cases, it was not con- 
fined to meritorious services done in India, but its honors conferred 
on those statesmen and soldiers who have won a European renowri in 
all parts of the world. 

11. I coincide fully ill all the views and arguments urged by 
T)r. Balfour in liis very interesting letter of the Sind June 1S5S, en- 
closed in Despatch No. 410, of the Itth July ISnS, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, and I do not believe any one could 
express tlic feelings of the natives of this part of India more 
eloquently or truthfully. 

12. So notorious is the avidity with which all ranks of the 
natives of India seek for titles and honors, that it is a well known 
fact that the Nizamis Minister, Chundoo Lall, during General Wel- 
lesley’s (the Duke of Wellington’s) campaigns in the Deccan, sold 
titles foV very high prices to the Bfinjarrah Chiefs, the grain carriers 
of his camp, who amassed large fortunes during that period of war 
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from tlieir trade, and used to bid a^cainst each other for {hose honors^ 
on hearing that any of their number had received a higher title tlian 
they themselves possessed. ^ 

13. I agree with the view taken by His Honor the President 
in Council with regard to Titular Princes being prohibited hereafter 
from bestowipg titles, and that quasi independent Princes should not 
be permitted to confer titles on Her Majesty^s subjects without the 
sanction of the British Government. But with reference to their 
own subjects, they might deal with them as heretofore. 

14. With reference to His Honor the President in Couneirs 
remarks on the^present Orders of Merit” and '' British In(\ia,” and 
the extension of titles and honors to all Her Majesiy^s subjects, I have 
already expressed myself in the foregoing remarks. I have only to 
add that, in my opinion, the conferring, say tbe*two or throejiighest 
grades of any new Order that may be instituted, should rest entirely 
with Her Majesty. The power to confer certain grades, should be dele- 
gated to Ilis Excellency the Governor General, and, under his autho- 
rity, to the subordinate Governors and Lieutenant Governors, and in 
some instances the high Oflieers serving under the Governor GeneraPs 
authority ; it should, moreover, be clearly impressed on every one that 
the bestowal of immediate reward shpuld, in all cases, if possible, be 
practised. Long delay occurring between the services performed, and 
reward given, undoubtedly makes it lose half its value. 

15. No pecuniary clement of any kind should be allowed to enter 
cither in bestowing or receiving the titles, I would propose, to be 
conferred by Hei; Majesty^s Government ; they should be entirely 
honorary, and only given to those who could support them with honor 
and credit. 

16. I have not entered into the question of how the general and 
comprehensive Order I would advocate should be instituted, or if it 
should be incorporated with any Order now in existence in this country 
or in England, as I know the measure will be decided by more com* 
petent advisers; but should the proposition be entertained, I would 
suggest that the titles conferred should, in order to prevent the possi- 
bility of churlish ridiqule being at^hed to names that may# appear 
in our eyes uncouth and unmeaning, have au Englisli nomenclature, 
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even if ingrafted on tlie present Mahotnedan and [lindoo Titles as 
given by Dr. Balfour, whieh correspond with those of His Highness 
tlH Nizam’s Government, and 1 Iwlicvo with those formerly conferred 
by the extinct family of Delhi and the great Potentetes who governed 
India. 

I have„&c., 

(Signed) C. DAVIDSON. 


No. 10. 

r 

ProHj Lieutenant J. P. MacAnduew, Officiating Secretary to Chief CommiBsioner^ 
Oude, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Poreign Department, No. 403, dated 
Lucknow, the doth July 1859. « 

(ledirod in your letter No. 801^9, dated the ^5th May last, 
the Chief Cornmissioner bep^s to offer hia opinion on the subject 
of granting titles and distinctions on natives of India. lie has 
treated of the subject under separate heads — 

\d , — The titles which shall be bestowed on Native Chiefs and 
gentlemen. 

2. The Chief Commissioner is very strongly of opinion, that it 
would bo highly politic to confer English titles on Native Chiefs 
and gentlemen j such a course would he thinks tend greatly to 
identify them with us, to make them feel subjects of the same 
Crown, to their adoption of English customs, and, as a conse- 
quence, to the shaking off many of the prejudices of caste. By 
excluding them from English titles we widen the* gulf between the 
two races, and by adopting the native titles to reward them, we rather 
seem to exercise a prerogative inherited from ihe Delhi Empire, and 
to contribute to its prestige. The Chief Commissioner feels confi- 
dent that English titles would be highly prized. AVe have seen 
how the leaders in the late rebellion assumed such honors, no doubt 
with the idea they made a great impression on the minds of the 
followers. Two of the Nana’s confidential advisers were created 
Lords,” and the Chief Commissioner knows for certain that they were 
always, addressed in conversation in that style. The Begum’s Privy 
Council was called ihe Parliament,” and educated natives always speak 
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of it by that name. We know how the revolted Army preserved our 
Military grades and designations, and as an individual instai^ce, 
the Chief Commissioner will mcntiodKhat it is the height of the Knp- 
poorthulla llajaVs ambition to prefix Sir” to his name. 

8. The Chief Commissioner, reasoning from the precedent in the 
case of Sir Jamsetjee Jejheeboy, assumes there would be no objec- 
tion to granting the dignities of Baronet and Knight to natives of 
India. 

4. But though he would give every encouragement to native 
gentlemen to deck for English rather than native titles, and would 
therefore allow all Maharajahs, and the most considerable Rajahs 
to exchange their present titles for Baronetcies, he doubts whether 
it would be possible to dispense with native titles altogether ; nor 
indeed would it be prudent to make the atftempt, as there is danger 
the object in view might be defeated, if we appeared to force our 
titles on them in substitution of their own. 

— Rank and precedence which shall accompany titles and 
forms of address. 

5. In accordance with the view above expressed, the Chief 
Commissioner would rank a Baronetcy before any native title whatever. 
A Baronetcy being an hereditary dignity, it should be conferred only 
on men of large landed property, and should be liable to be with- 
drawn if the possessor should become impoverished. The native 
title, both Hindoo and Mahomedan, and the order of this precedence, 
are well known, and it is therefore unnecessary to recapitulate thorn, 
the style of address, too, is probably laid down in the Office of the 
Secretary to Government. 

6. But as all who deserve honors cannot be made Knights and 
Baronets, nor even receive native titles, it seems essential that some 
new order should be created, to which persons of all ranks, Euro- 
peans and IN^atives, who have rendered themselves eminent in other 
ways than by military services, should be admitted. The Order of 
Mt^'it the Chief Commissioner would confine to the Army, }iecause 
its peculiar value os evidence of bravery might be lessened in the 
estimation of the Native Soldiers if it were conferred for civil 
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Hcrviccs. .But ihore socms no reason wliy non-Military persons 
who have distinguished themselves in the field of battle, or policemen, 
who have performed daring alts in the discharge of their duties, ' 
should not be admitted to it. 

7. For the same reason that he has advocated the bestowal 

of English titles on natives, the Chief Commissionef recommends 
that the new order he proposes should be open to Europeans as well 
as Natives. Indeed he thinks it indispensable to its being properly 
appreciated that some of the highest Civil Officers should be decorated 
with it. ^ 

8. * The services that would entitle to admission to the ordei* 
are — Tried ability in the public administration, marked loyally 
during the late insurrection, enlightened efforts on the part of 
landlorTls in opening out •new sources of industry and wealth, in 
constructing useful public works, and in improving the condition of 
their country, 

1). There should be two cIjisscs, to tlie first of which European 
Officials, and natives also of a grade not lower than Deputy Collectors, 
and extra Assistant Commissioners, large landholders, and wealthy 
capitalists, titled and untitled, should be admitted. 

10. To the second, Native Officials and private gentlemen of 
inferior rank and status. 

11. The Chief Commissioner would not admit any of the 
peasantry, or of the lowest classes to this order ; he thinks the prin- 
ciple of equality is not yet sufliciently urulerstood by the people of 
Ilindoostun. 

li. No pecuniary allowances should accompany. In instituting 
such nn order, we presume in the existence of higher principles 
of action than the desire of gain. 

13, When the humblest classes of the population estahlisli 
claims to rewards, the Chief Commissioner would conform to th® 
native custom of bestowing on them a turban, shawl, or sword. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. F. MacANDREW. 
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No. 11. 


From Captain WiLLOuaiiHY Osbornk, Political Agont, Rowub, to C. 

Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India, in tlio Foreign Ihqmrtinoiit, No. 1316, 

dated the 26tli Jul^, 1859. 


I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular 


From Officiating Secretary, Fomgn T)e- 
|iartuient. No. 3029, dated the 3rd Septem- 
Ixjr, 1858, with twe eiiclosnros. 

To Secretary to Government of Madras, 
No. 3048, dated 25Ui*May, 1859. 


letter No. 3019, dated SJ5lh May, 
received in this Office on the 4dh 
instant, forwarding copies of 
papers, as j)cr margin, regarding 


the granting of titles, &e., to natives. 


• 2. No persons in the districts under my administration have 
ever been thus rewarded. . • 


3. The system of granting titles and ’distinctions has existed 
in India from time immemorial, and is one tliat lias ueted most beiie- 
fieially in exciting a loyal feeling to the paramount power. 


4, Every Englishman, howsoever and wheresoever employed, 
looks to his Sovereign as the source of all honor ; the granting of 
distinction to .Europeans by the Indian (jovernment would eonse- 
•quently lead to no good results. 

Ti. The question regarding titles being hereditary or otherwise, 
is one that requires deep attention. 


(]. Distinctions and titles granted by Native Chiefs arc virtually 
hereditary, liable to be cancelled for misconduct on the part of the 
recipient. A fresh investiture taking place on every occasion. 


7. It would be advisable to confine the titles, &c. to tlio.se 
formerly in use’ in llbuJoudan, Titles are at the present lime 1 Ve- 
x^uently conferred by the Native Chiefs of India on their own subjects. 
Titles are however invariably accompanied by Jagheers. These latter 
are of tlirce kinds : one called Biriih is merely given for extraordinary 
services, it is hereditary and can only be resumed on account of rebel- 
lion; the second called Moorwar is also hereditary, but is merely 
given to a son whose father has been killed on active service ; the third 
is a Noiuree Jagkecr, and is given for only one life ; it is for military 
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service, the son, however, if fit, invariably succeeds to his father^s 
appointment. 

8. In the Rcwah Territory, during the last six years, sixteen 
persons have received titles, a few examples of which are — 

\st , — Diiibund Pandy, the Prime Minister, received the following 
title: Srec Pandy Rajpooj Maharaj Mookh Mittra Dinbundjee,^* 

he received a Jaglieer of Rupees 3,500, and a Palkee, Elephant, 
Mussaul, and Khillut. When a Palkee, Elephant, and Mussaul are 
given, the keep of the Elephant bearcr^s pay, and expense of the 
Miissalehee are paid by the Rajah. 

2wd. — Muttranath, Ex-Dcwan, received the title of Sree Pandy 
Riijpooj Maharaj Mookhmuntrec,’’ and received also a Jaghcer, Palkee, 
Mussaul, and Khillut; owing to his conduct throughout the rebelliob^ 
everything has been resumed but the Jagheer. 

ird . — Davy Sing, tiic Sirdar who saved my life, received last 
year for his conduct on that occasion the title of Sree Maharaj 
Koomar Sree Jemadar Davy Sing Deo. He also received a Jaghcer, 
lilrpliant, -and Nikara, or Kettle-drum. 

9. In every instance has a Jagheer being given, and also Ele- 
phant, Miissauls, Flags, Inkstands, Nikaras, and Khilluts, &e., accord- 
ing to the position of the individuals. 

1 0. The Emperors of Delhi used to confer titles on the subjects of 
Tributary Chiefs, Nurnhur Kub, a subject of Rcwah, in the reign ot 
Akbur, received the title of Mohapotray and a Jagheer of 22 villages. 

11. The titles for feudatory Chiefs should, in my opinion, be 
eonferred by the Viceroy ; it is to him that every native should look 
for reward ; it would increase his influence over the Tributary Chiefs, 
and be the foundation of much good. 

12. The titles hitherto conferred by Asiatic Princes have in 
reality represented so many orders, one kind of titles being only 
conferred on relatives, another on Brahmins, and a tliird only on 
Chuttrees and Rajpoots, or the fighting castes ; other distinctions were 
also conferred. 

13. I am of opinion that we^ight with great advantage follow 
out the principle formerly in vogue amongst the Native Chiefs, classi- 
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fying the diflferent titles and forming a series of orders f^r different 
services. 

14. The first order might be confined to Tributary Chiefs. Tlie 
second for distinguished valor or loyalty to the State, open both to 
Civilian and Military men. The third might be for social position, 
and for the ^construction of Public Works, and acts bcncfittiug 
society in general. The fourth for length of service. 

16. In every case, however, it will be necessary to grant the 
recipient land or money to support his title. 

I have, &e., 

• (Signed) WILLOUGHBY OSBORNE. 


No. 12. 


Fmiti Major W. F. Ede??, Officiating Agent, Governor Ooiferal, for Uic States of lUj- 
^'pootAnah, to K. Simson, Esquire, Under Secretary to iiie Government of India, No. 172, 
dated Camp Kalakor, the oth August i859« * 

I HAVE had the honor to receive yo&r lettere marginally cited. 


Ko. 3841, dated the 2Htli June 1859. 
No, 3049, dated the 25tb May 1859, 
with enclosures. 


with their enclosures, respecting the 
grant of titles and honorary distiuc- 
lions to Natives, and Native .Chiefs 


of India. 

2. In respect of the Despatch No. 3841, it has been necessary 
to refer to\he Political Subordinates for tbc information called for, but 
as a general question, I will, to the best of my ability, proceed to record 
roy opinion upon the subject of your first letter, as desired. 


3. It admits of little doubt but that the present time, combined 
with other favorable circumstances, is the most convenient to prose- 
cute so desirable a measure as that presently under the consideration 
of the Government, and which would be so earnestly appreciated by 
Her Majesty Vsubjects in India. 

4. I will assume the points to which His Honor the President 
in Council suggested that inquiries might be directed. 

5. 1 a^m of opinion that changes should be made in the titlocr 

, , , , , only in so far as would secure uni- 

MThcther there aliould bo any, and if , 

any, what change in the titles now formity throughout India, and to 

meet the nature of the service ren- 
dered by individuals, of whatever denomination. 
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C, I would suggest that while the excliisiv’e character attaching 

, ,11 , .i. to the Order of British India and 

Wliolher tlu-ro sljould be any, and if 

any, wimt additional titles and honorary Order of Merit is preserved, honor- 

distinctiorw, i.* i.* i x j i 

ary distinctions be aiiginented, and 
also titles tliat shall embrace every class of honor conferred, or that 
shall be deemed necessary to confer, for services and merits of a civil 
and political nature. 

7. The bestowal of a decoration would undoubtedly enhance 

the value of a title conferred ; such 

Whether the of title* should jecoratioas might be given that shall 

be iircoinpaiiicd by any, and il any by cj o 

wliat dfforatioiw, or hubKiuntial ndvun- correspond with the vlass or degree 
tact's, or hotli. « . , n I 

of title conferred. Ihougli there can- 
not be a doubt but that the natives of India desire to receive honors and 


distincLions, iiiiacconiiianied though they be by pecuniary rewards, yet 
I apprelTend that for the mojt part they pi efer more substantial advan- 
tages, such as shall render 'them competent to support a title in the man- 
ner in which their general Siaracter and disposition lead them to con- 
sider essential to the dignity of a new, and to them, an exalted position. 

. 8. In cases then of a very special nature, where the service 
rendered by a public servant or a subject of the Government shall 
have been marked by extraordinary incidents, and where a course of 
long and exemplary conduct shall have been of advantage to the 
State, as well as to its subjects generally, I would be disposed to rfiark 
our appreciation of tlie services respectfully rendered, or of respective 
merits, by the gift of a grant of lanj, or an annual money payment 
for life, coinmonsuratc with the title conferred. 

9. In such a ease the laud bestowed would pass from parent to 

WWiliLT titlus slioiihl be in any ease chiKl, ail annuity would ccase with 
henuhtury. demise of the first recipient, or 

continued in accordance with the pleasure of the Government on a 
reduced scale. In no case would I recommend that titles should be 


hereditar}', but given solely for merit and personal good service ; for it 
is obvious in the present undeveloped condition of the native mind, an 
aristocracy of merit would be preferable to an hereditary one ; this 
measure would also obviate the evils attaching to an impoverished 
nobilit/, as the Government miglit not in every instance find a 
successor a deserving object for their liberal consideration. 
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'WTiothor there should be one, or more 
than one order, Hnd^’hether iti eiu*h or- 
der the number of titles of ofieh 
gnidc or class should be limited or unli- 
luited. 


10. Tlie titles should I apprehend he distincti and ia accordanoe 

with the detjiee and nature of the 

Whether the same titles should 1 k» 

granted for suciiU position, for long services rendered, and these are 

« >»« »f »» »«i»« 

in the career of every person ; and 
it would moreover be naturally more j'ratifyiag to a person rendering 
a ''special service** to receive a distiiietion differing from that 
accorded for “ social position** alone. 

11. There should 1 conceive he more than one order; at least a 

\\T,olher there .honld be one. or more Civil and a Aliliury Order, with not, 

than one order, and W hether ill eiu h or- less than four classos. The lirst 

(ler the number of titles of ofieh £• i • i t it * 

grade or class should be limited or unli- clasS of wllicll I Would reserve for 

Native Princes, the second to minis- 
ters, nobles, Jagheerdars, Thakoors, and Oflictrs of high gocial or 
official position, the third to the middle clahsos of the people, and the 
fourth open to all others of inferior position or denomination. 
The niimhcr of titles for each class to be limited — the number of 
recipients of honors unlimited. 

12. The Governments of Madras and Bombay might he ptjr- 

Wliethcr the Govcrnment>? of Ilombtiy niid Madras llliitcd to ex.ercise this 
should continue to exercise the power of conferring 

titles and distinctlonH, or whether the power tliroughouL P « t . lOI & 

India should be confiiu»d to the Oovoriior Geiiuriil in of some rernarkuhlc SCr- 

W'hethiT the liighcBt titles, es jieein 11 y those uhieh it may ^1^^ rtlldcicd, whcrc 

Iw thought proper to n»servc for the Chiefs and dependant instant recO‘»’llit ion of 

and feudatory States should not Ik* grnntitl by the Crown, . *11^1 

on tlic recoiiiixieiidation of the Governor Uenoral ill Counril. it might be (lt*eincd 

essential ; hut under ordinary circumstances, recommendations should lie 
submitted by the subordinate Presidencies, for the orders of II is 
Excellency the Viceroy. 

13. Under the new order of events, I should say that the 

The* President in Council considors it highly di*sirah)o bestowal ot the titles 

that the Kubject-should be redeemed Irotn its proKcnt state sliould rest entirely 
of olisc-urity and uncertainty, and place^l on tiiesauic clear ii • 

and well understood footing as it was under the Mogul unreservedly Ul 

Empire, and as the grant of honors and distinctions is in litiiula 4 1 ,^ 

the United Kingdom ; and he conceives that there conhl not 

be a more opportune time for carrying out such a measure Ciovernor General ill 
tlian the present, when recent occurrences liave raisiMl in 

many quarters a claim to the grant of honors from the Uouncil ; SO that OUT 

GoTcrnmcnt, and wlicn the administration of India has 1 ... 

been tranrferre.! by of ParlUment fremthe Eoi* India ““^tve subjects may b.s 
Compony to the Crown. more readily 

brought to comprehend the true nature ol his high position as Her 


should continue to exercise the power of conferring 
titles and distinctions, or whether tlio power throughout 
India should be eonfiiu»d to the Governor General in 
Couycil. 

W'hether the lilghcBt titles, esjiecinlly those which it may 
Iw thought projicr to n»servc for the Chiefs and dependant 
and feudatory States should not lK*grnnt«Kl by the Crown, 
on tlic recoin meiidat ion of the Governor General in Council. 


The President in Council eonsidors it highly dc*sirah)o 
that the subject-should be redeemed Irotn its prcKcnt state 
of oliscurity and uncertainty, and place^l 011 tiicsamc clear 
and well understood footing as it was under the Mogul 
Empire, and as the grant of honors and distinctions is in 
tho United Kingdom ; and he conceives that there could not 
be a more opportune time for carrying out such a measure 
tlian the present, when recent occurrences liave raisiMl in 
many quarters a claim to the grant of honors from the 
GoTcrnmcnt, and wlicn the administration of India has 
been transferred by act of Parliament from xhe East India 
Company to the Crown. 
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Majesty’s Jlepresentative and Viceroy in India^ and entertain a jnsi 
and desirable impression of the power invested in him promptly to 
reward or to punish; rapidity of action in all instances^ too, of 
conferring honorary distinctions and rewards must enhance their 
appreciation by the recipients. 

14;. I am of opinion that none of the Princes of .India should 
be permitted to exercise the privilege of conferring honors and titles 
on the subjects or employes of our Government, at least without its 
consent. 

15. If it is not the intention of Government^ to admit, as a 

general Tule, the European Uncovonanted Servants of the Govern- 
ment deserving of rewards, within the institution, they might receive 
the same distinctions as those conferred, of a higher degree, on tire 
native sfibjeets of our Government ; yet such a measure may not be 
acceptable, and the comparison be considered invidious in instances 
where the services rendered are alike. The necessity for the introduc- 
tion of uniform titles is manifest from the list given by Doctor 
Balfour in the 3rd paragraph of his letter. Out of eight titles mentioned 
by that gentleman, the intention of four of them is lost or rendered 
obscure by the omission of their several and respective attributes : 
for instance signifies ^^rank,” ** MooW* Country, DowluV^ 

state, war, &c., they should have been qualified with such 

adjuncts as Jah^^ (high in rank [civil title]) Saifool MooW' 

(the Sword of the Country — [Military]), Ameen OodoivW^ (the tiiistce 
of the Stale — [Civil]) Jung Bahadur^^ (brave in battle), and so forth. 

16. The emblems of honor and rank detailed in the 4th para- 
graph of Dr. Balfour’s letter should be abolished. It is scarcely the 
age to deny a man an umbrella or a palanquin, because he is of 
inferior rank. For them might bo substituted the decoration worn 
alike by all, or each in his own degree of elevation, which would bo 
more highly valued than the perishable cloak taken from the back of 
royalty and placed on the shoulders of the favourite of a day. 

17. Probably the most acceptable to the Native Princes would 
be an Order somewhat similar to our own in England, that is to say a 
star of li peculiar construction, wbieb in the case of Princes might be 
set in diamonds, to be worn with a broad ribbon, of a nolor not worn 
in Europe. It might be made of any value, and be substituod in 
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put or whole for the Khillats or Dresses of honor which ue now 
given. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) W. F. EDEN. 


No. 13. 

From T. Ptoboft, Fsquire, Chief Secretary to the Oovemment of Fort Saint 
George, to C. Dbadon, Esquire, Secratary to the Government of India, Foreign Dej^iart* 
ment, No. 468, dated tlic 5th August 1859. 

I AM directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of }'Our letters under date the 25th May and 
28th June last, on the subject of the conferring of Native Titles, and 
iit reply to forward the acconoipanying Minute which has been written 
by the Honorable the Governor, and is concurred in by the Members 
of Government, on the several points mooted. 1 transmit also a Memo- 
randum, affording the information called for in your letter of the 28th 
June. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. PYCROFT. 


• Minute by the Honorable tbe Praiideut, dated 2nd August 1859. 

•The grant of Titles and other Honorary Distinctions, which forms 
Ihe subject of the letters from the Government of India, dated the 25th 
May and 2Sth J unc last, is a point of the highest importance. Tbe 
craving after distinction is an element of great power. It cannot 
remain neutral ; an*d must either lie used by us for beneficial purposes 
or, being deprived of legitimate exercise, it seeks employment at our 
expense. The Natives of India are particularly susceptible to this feeling. 
The famous Dynasty which was for so many generations their Foun- 
tain of HonoB, has been lately brought to a final close, and it behoves 
us to direct their popular aspirations in a more consistent manner than 

* heretofore towards tbe new regime. 

I would, however, venture to suggest, that we should not over* 
^ntematise. The subject is one which requires free play for suqpcssful 
action, because it depends upon mbral considerations, embracing the 
entire field of public life, and deriving their complexion from the vary- 
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ing ciroutDFtatices and feelings of the time. Even private life is sot 
excluded from the view ; for the public services should be eminent 
indeed which should admit to honorary distinction, when private 
respectability is wanting. Our home practice furnishes a sufficiently 
approximate model. There is no attempt made there to define before- 
hand the classes of persons to whom, or the services for^ which, each 
description of title should be granted. The titles also are of various 
kind, suited to every variety of circumstance. . Some are simply here- 
ditary, applicable to ancient families, with substantial patrimonial 
esiates. Others, like the Garter, and the Irish and Scotch Orders of 
Saint Patrick and the Thistle, although of a personal character, are 
])ractically used as additional ornaments of a Patrician position. Other 
honors, like the Bath, are simply personal. A prevailing conscientious- 
ness a^jd good taste Tiave sufficed to secure a proper administration of 
this system, without fettenlig the discretion of the Crown by detailed 
rules; and I recommend that vve should, in like manner, confine our- 
selves in India to laying down a few general principles, which may 
be applied by an elastic, but consistent process, to the infinitely varied 
crrcuinstanccH of Indian society, far more varied than the corres- 
ponding state of things in England. 

The grant of titles in this country should be confined to the. 
Natives of the country, Britisli-borii subjects should look, ns at present, 
to their Home Government for their honors. But without laying 
down any unbending rule, the interesting and important middle class 
of Creoles and Country-born, now generally known Jis " Easl-Indians,^* 
may, under certain circumstances, participate in the grant of Indian 
titles ; while, under oilier circumstances, English titles would be 
more acceptable and appropriate. 

No Titular Prince within the British Territory should be permit- 
ted to grant titles. Titles granted by independent Princes to their 
own subjects, will of course be recognised by ns ; but not so titles 
granted to British subjects by independent Princes. Th^e practice at ‘ 
Home on this point has become increasingly strict of late years ; and 
foreign titles are not permitted to be assumed, except under the rare 
contingency of their having been obtained by service in the face of an 
enemy in suppoitof one of Her Majesty’s Allies. A Roman Catholic 
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Bishop recently requested me to recognise, by a notice in the Govern^ 
ment Gazetie, an Order of knighthood which he had received from the 
King of Portugal, but 1 declined to do bo, alleging as my reason that 
I was bound to conform my practice to that of Her Majesty's 
Government. 


The firsf six years of my public service were in oonneeiioii with 
the Delhi Besidency ; and when, after that, I became De])uty Secre- 
tary to Government in the Political, or as it is now culled, the Foreign 
Department, I was desired by Lord William Beutiiiek to prepme a 
scheme of titles^ founded upon the practice at the Court of Delhi. 
This I did ; and the result was recorded in a small manuscript book in 
the Office;* and the general rules so laid down wore uniformly aelctl 
upon, at least up to the year 1838, when I left .India. There was an 
ascending scale of titles, 4is nearly as I Ciin»recolleet as follows 


For IJhnim. I 

I 

Mnhtirajd I 

Kflju UaUudur. I 

Kajiu I 

Ikiir ur liao Bahadur. i 

Baluulur. 

liui. 


• For Mohotmdttn 
NawiO). 

BHliddur Jun^. 
Kliaii Buliddur. 
Bahildiir. 

Khdii. 


It would, however, not be advisable fo lay down any rigid 
foriifhla, never to be departed from. The resources of the Sanscrit, 
Arabic, Persian, and the other languages more or less used in Indiu^ 
are infinite ; and titles may often be devised appropriate to the parli- 
Ciilar case. Thus, Knmaswiimi Mudaliyar JAgirdar of the Island of 
Sivasamudram, in Mysore, had the title of Janopakara Kartii (signify- 
ing One who confers a benefit on the public’') conferred upon him 
for restoring the ancient Bridge across the Cauvery River at Sivasa- 
mudram ; and* when the Raja of Jh&nsi was created a Malia KAja, 
he was allowed to assume the additional designation of ^'Fidwi 
B&dshdh-i-Jamjah Inglistdn," or, ^^The devoted adherent of the exalted 
Sovereign o^ Great Britain," in accordance with the style used by the 


* To the beet of iny recollection, it wm in the haiidwritinp, und it was certainly in 
the kcppiiif? of Mr. 8. H« Boilcau, who hud l)|pn llegister in the Persian DepartiAerit, and 
afterwards held the same position in the Office of Native Correspondenoe attached to the 
Secret and Political Department. 
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Chiefs of Rajputdna in reference to their former liege Lords at Delhi. 
The title lately selected by Narasingha Rao, Sir Thomas Munro's 
Sharistadir, was Rai B4ya Rdi, which had been previously conferred 
upon Venkata Native Assistant to the Mysore Commission^ and 
previously Diwfin to the Rdjfi of Travancore. The Title of High- 
ness is inadmissible^ except in reference to a sovereign Prince ; 
and Excellency,” which was accorded to the Tondiman R6jd, one 
of our faithful dependents in the South, will probably never be again 
conceded : but as time and change advance, other more appropriate 
English Titles may be devised. 

Whether Titles should be hereditary, should depend entirely upon 
the circumstances of each particular case. Where the title is merely 
an adjunct to a substantial Patrician and territorial possession, like 
those ot the Chiefs of the JVotected Sikh States, Bundelkund, and 
many others, the title should be hereditary ; but in the majority of 
cases it should be personal. Between these two categories there will 
always be a middle terra ; and the power which the Government will 
possess of confirming to a deserving son the titles enjoyed by his deceased 
father, will furnish a strong motive to fidelity and good conduct. 

According to the former Native practice, the grant of a title was 
always accompanied by a Khillut, or honorary present of Shawls, 
Jewellery, &c., and sometimes also. Horses and an Elephant. This prac- 
tice is so consonant to human nature that it ought to be retained. 
I clasped round Narasingha Rao^s wrist a gold Bracelet, upon which his 
title and the occasion of granting it, together with an eflBgy of Her 
Majesty, were engraved. I put upon his finger a Signet Ring with 
his title upon it, and tied round his Turban the beautiful Native orna- 
ment called Jigah Sarpcech ; and gave him several Shawls and Scarfs 
besides, which no doubt contributed much to the satisfaction of his 
family. After the Raja of Jhansi had received his KhiHut, lie asked, 
as a particular favor, that he might be allowed to adopt the Union 
Jack” as the standard of his principality, in token of hus entire devo- 
tion to our interests. This was permitted, and the little State remained 
faithful, until it was destroyed by being annexed. 

The same manuscript in ihS Fore’gn Office at Calcutta, which 
contained the scale of titles, also showed the form of the address appli- 
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cable to each. These were settled when Lord William Benfinck deter- 
mined that all letters from the Governor General to Native Chiefe 
should be in English. They were extrcmly simple, such as My Friend ; 
My dear Friend ; My Friend and Brother, &c. ; and they were used 
at least till Lord Auckland's time. 

I do not see any difliculty in respect to the precedence to be con- 
nected with the titles. As between persons with different titles, the 
precedence will of course follow the gradation of titles ; and ns 
between jicrsons with the same titles, it sliould he determined by the 
priority of the ^rant. 

« 

I will not attempt to enter upon a dcs(*riptiou of the services for 
which titles should be ^iven. They should, of ('ourse, be PuMlr. services, 
rendered either directly to the Government, or tliroui^h the ever^varying 
and multiplying forms, in which beneiicent action can be brought to 
bear upon the community. Some indispensable general conditions can 
however be specilied, such as respectable private character, unimpeai^hed 
fidelity to the British Government, and suflicicnt private fortune, 
invested in a [icrmaneiit form, to maintain the rank. 

The Government of India decided in lS3t), that the grant of 
. Titles to Natives of the Madras Presidency should emanate from the 
Lo«al Government. It will be seen from the annexed Memorandum 
from our Chief Secretary, Mr. Pycroft, and from the Tabular State- 
ments annexed to it, that titles had been granted by the Madras 
Government, both for Civil and Military services, from a period long 
antecedent to ISoTl, The Governor and Council at Mailras embody all 
the ideas of the authority of Government known to the population of 
this Presidency ; and if the local administration were divested of this 
power of granting titles, it would be degraded in its own esteem, as 
well as in jthat of the population entrusted to its charge, and would 
be deprived of one of the most unobjectionable means of exercising an 
extensive ij|ifluencc for good. But, although it has not been required 
hitherto, it may be proper that all titles should be given with the 
previous sanction of the Governor General, who in this, as in other 
matters, should exercise a general Revision, without unnecessarily inter- 
fering with the just discretion of the Local Governments. 
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The dietailed information called for by the Government of India 
will be found in Mr. Pycroft’a Memorandum, and in the Tabular State* 
ments appended to it. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 

„ PATRICK GRANT. 

„ WALTER ELLIOT. 

„ W. A. MOREHEAD. 


No. 14. 

Memorandum from the Secretary to the Government of India, Noh. 3(W8 and 3841, dated 
• 25th May and 28th Juno 183‘>. 

Tjie Secretary to the Government of India forward .s copy of a eom- 
miini(;ation from the, Honoraldc the President in (.'ouueil, dated 3i^d 
September, and of a llcsolution of 30th May 1820, therein referred to. 

2. Hi.s Excellency in’ Council would be glad to receive from the 
Honorable tlie Governor in Council any further suggestions regarding 
the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions t(# Natives of India for ser- 
vices ill a civil capacity, as well as to Chiefs, and other Native gentlemen 
ofranh, wealth, and intluencc, to whom such distinctions have hitUeiio been 
usually granted. 

»3. He recognizes the necessity for placing the whole subject on a 
clear and intelligible footing, and of defining precisely the titles which 
shall hereafter be given to Native Chiefs and gentlemen, the rank and 
precedence which shall accompany such titles, the fonns of addres.s which 
shall be invariably observed, the classes of persons to which, and the 
services for which each deseriptiou of title will be granted, and other 
particulars necessary to constitute the body of persons to whom sucli 
titles arc conferred a recognized institution' of the Empire. He is 
decidedly of opinion that the institution should be confined to Natives 
of India, and that no titles should be given to the European British 
subjects of Her Majesty residing in India, otherwise than . according to 
existing usage. 

4, In a subsequent letter, 28th June, the Government India call 
for a carefully prepared Eeturn, in a given form, of the Titles and Honorary 
distinctions which have been conferred by the British Government dn 
Native Chiefs and others, within scope of the authority of the 
Government of Fort Saint George, arranging these persons according to 
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the rank which, in the oi)inion of the Madrw Govcmnwnt;, they should 
hold. The Return is not to include Members of the Orders of Meritor 
of British India, or those who enjoy titles and addresses purely official in 
virtue of their employment in the Public Service. 


5. The Supreme Oovernnicnt further request to bo furnished with a 
Hht of persons^ within the scope of the authority of the Governnient of Fort 
Saint George, claiming or assuming titles or distinctions which have not 
been conferred upon them by the British Government, and to which, 
consequently, they have no right- 

6. But ver}' few instances have occurred in which titles or honorary 

distinctions havcf been conferred by the British Government, ou Natives 
within the scope of the authority of Fort fchiiut George. • 


• 9th October 1834. 

His ExcH^illency the Uighl Honorjihlp the Governor 
General of India in Council being desirous of testifying 
his sense of tlie public spirit manifested hy iJatna-* 
swHini Mudaliy^r, in having at a great ex])ense 
restored the ancient Bridge across the Can very Uiverat 
SivnsaiTiudram, has l»ceu pleased to resolve that. that, 
individual and his lineal descendants shall be permitted 
to affix to their name the TitUj of “ «1audpakara 
Kavta” (signifying one who confers a benefit on the 
public), injjpnunemorutiou of the useful undertaking 
which lu' lira completed. 

Supreme Government. 


7. A Notification, as 
per jnargin was puhlishcd 
in the Fort Saint George 
Gazette, to announce that 
the ^J'itle of Jauujiakjira 
Karta had been eonferred 
u])on Ramaswami Mudali- 
yar. .lagirdar of the Island 
of Sivasaniudram, by the 


8. In the year 1838, the Supreme Government, after consulting the 
Madras Government as to whether there would be any objection to the 
measure, conferred the Title of Raf Riiy^ Rfli upon Venkata Rao, Native 
Assistant to the Mysore Comission, and previously Diwan to the Raja of 
Travancore, This was notified in the Fort Saint George Gazette, 20tli 
April 1838, page 2l7. 

9. In the year 1815, Suluchana Mudaliyar Deputy Sarishtadiir of 
Tinnevelly, having, at his sole expense, built a Bridge across the IMnira- 
parni River, (josting more than half a lac of Rupees, the Board of 
Revenue, 27tli February 1845, recommended that, besides raising, at 
the expense of the State, a Pillar in commemoration of tlie Builder,*' his 
conduct sho^d be acknowledged by Government by some ai)pro[»riate title 

as a public benefactor. The Madras 
Kfor^d the mate to ll« 
Government of India, 19th Apfil 1845, 
dlid enquired, with reference to the commuuication of Mr. Secretary Mac- 
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naghten, <4tecl 9th October 1834, with the Notification enclosed, and 
to ])uragrapli 13 of the Resolution of the Government of India, dated 2ncl 

September 1839,* if such titles were 

mcnt of India ; and whether it was 
the wish of that Government, that they should, if conferred, emanate 
from them, or from the Local Government. The Supreme Government 
replied that the distinction proposed to be conferred nj)on Suldchana 
Mudaliyar, seemed to have been well earned by that individual in the 
erection of the Bridge over the Tamraparni River at his sole expense, and 
11 is Kxeelleiiey in Council was of opinion that the grant of such title 
should emanate from the Government of Fort Saint George. Tlie terms 
of the Noiilicaiiou, 9th October 1834, miglit be adhered to, hut with this 

exception, that in the present case, t^c 
Svjjra margin, paru. hereditarv. IJlti- 

matcly, however, it appeared that Suhichana Mudali was not anxious for a 
title, and the matter dro])ped. 

10. Last year, 27th April 1858, the Oilieiating Agent at Kuniool 
forwarded to Government an address from the Jagirdir of Bangana})alle, 
soliciting that the Gov(‘rnnient would, “after the manner of confer 

u[>on liim the Title of Ins GraiKltalher,* 
viz, that of Nawah Baliutlur, Dil Jung 
Munsur Ool JJaiilali Bahadur. This title he was accordingly permitted to 
assume, in a letter from liOi'd Harris, dated 3rd June 1858, Butf mj 
Noiiiicatiou was made in the Gazelle. 


* Obtained from the Kizam. 


1 1. Raja Raghuiiddha Tondamiln Balnidur, Rjya of Pudukdtta, in a 
letter to the Resident, dated 13th August 1828, intimated his wish that 
the Honorable Company WH)iild bestow upon him some honorary dis- 
tinction. The Resitliuit, Captain Fyfe, explained, that “ Excellency” was 
the title eovtdcd. Tlie Rajah at the same time forwarded a litter to 
the Governor Uenerul, which was not sent. It seemed that the Raja had 
already, in some communications from the Government of India, been 
addresst‘d as His Excellency. The Madras Government considered 
that this was a sullieient reeognitioii of the title, and no further 
orders wor(‘ needed. On the death of the Raja, the title of Excellency was, 
(Extract Miimtes of Consultation, 10th September 1839), conferred upon 
his son, Jhija Rum Chamlra Tondaman Bahadur, by the Madras Govern- 
ment. The same Authority has lately withdi*awa it temporarily, lettiAr 
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25th May 1859, in consequence of the dissipatod and yxtravagaiit 

hahits. 

12. The case of Narasiiigha Rao, late Head Sarishtadar to the 
Bojird of Revenue, is too recent to require detailed nolici^ and is fully 
explained in the speecli of llis Excellency the Governor, published in the 
Fort Saint George Gazette. 

13. The above are the only instances that can bo found. In the case 
of Ramaswaini Sivasamudram, and Venkata Rilo, Native Assistant to the 
Mvsore Commission, the Titles were conferred by the Supreme Government, 
and the parties could not bo said to be under the authority of the Govern- 
ment of Fort Saii/l George. In the case of Suhtelnma Miidaliyar, th(‘ Supreme 
Government have distinctly recognized the principle that titles conferred 
on Natives within the scope of the authority of the Government of Fori 
Saint George, should emanate from that authority.. The title bestowed 
on the late liaja of Fudukdtta may bo said V' have proceeded orTginally 
Irom the Supreme Government, but it was continued to, and has recently 
been taken from his son by the Government of Madras. Thu title of 
Nawub was bestowed on, or renewed to the Jagirdar of Bangnnapalle by 
the Ma<lras Government. He may be said to be within the scope ol‘ tlieir 
aiitliorhy. He holds his Jagir uudei a sunnad from them, and has not 
the power ol* carrying out capital sentences without their sanction. 

II. With regard to persons under tlio authority of the Govcni- 
meiit of Fort Saint George, claiming or assuming Titles or Distirictioiis 
which have not been conferred upon them by the J3ritish Government, 
it is to be remarked that the Zammdars of Vijayanagarani and 
Bobhili, iu the district of Vizagapatam, both style tlicrnsolves Kiijjis, aiid 
the former, especially, is generally so termed in the district. On one 
occasion the Madras Govcriimeut objected to the recognition of 
the Zamindar of Vijayanagarani as a Raja. Subsequently, the Vijayanagarani 
Zamindiir, in a letter to tlie Agent, styled himself ‘‘ His Highness,’* and 
the Governmeilt (Extract Minutes of Coubultation, 2Sth July 1857) 
observed thereon, that this title “ had not been granted, and was not 
recognized by Government.” On the Zammdar of Bobbili assuming the 
• game title, thf Government remarked, 15th May 1858, that the Proprietor 
of the Bobbili estate was a Zam/jidar, and tliat altliough the Governor in 
Council did not object to the Agent addressing him as ll^jd by way of 
courtesy, he could not admit the propriety of such a title us His Highness, 
wAch is only due to Royalty. It may be inferred, therefore, that in like 
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manner the^ Oovemraent have acquiesced in the assumption by the Vijaya- 
nagaram Zainfndar of the title of RAja. 


15. The Bibi of Canuanore assumed to herself the title of Queen 

nii,f of Can„a«o«. Cannanore, and Sovereign of 

the Laccadive ^p*oup, hut the Govern- 
ment, Extract Minutes of Consultation, 26th October 1857, Revenue 
Departinont, declined to receive any communication from her in which slie 
claimed either Sovereign Rights or the rank or title of Queen, and an 
address in which she had so styled herself was returned to her. The Bfl)!, 
too, made it matter of comidaint against Mr. Robinson, Collector of Mala- 
bar, that be did not address her as Highness. Mr. R(|binson explained, 
letter 2S>th September 1857, that the title had not been used prior to 1820, 
and bad been discontinued by Mr. ('onolly in 1848. 


10. The Government Agent at Chej)auk, in his letter of 2nd Jtfijo 
1858, Wo. 987, ha.s noticed^ the many occasions on wliieh, since the acces- 
sion of the Nawab Az/m-ud-Daulah Bahiidur, in 1801, that Prince and his 
successors have conferred titles as well as oihtT honorary insignia on 
Natives, Hindoo no less than Mahomedau. It should bo noted, however, 
that on the last Nabob attempting to bestow the title of Klian and Baha- 
door, with a signet ring, on a Mussulman Tabsildar in the NtdUne District, 
the Government, Extract Minutes of Consultation, 23rd August 1853,- 
declared themselves unable to recognize the authority of the Nabob to 
confer on the Tahsildar a title of any description.” 

17» With resj)ect to Military Titles and Distinctions, none have* been 
conferred on Soldiers of the Native Army, since the institution of the 
Orders ol Merit and of British India in 1837. Those given antecedently 
are shown in the annexed Table, which has bc<?n pn^pared in the Adjutant 
(icneraVs Office, according to the form sent down by *the Government of 
India. 


18. The Civil Titles bcsto\ved, as recounted in the above precis, have 
also been tabulated, as far as the infonnation about them' extends, in the 
same form. 

19. The Government of India, besides inviting (1) the suggestions 
of this Government on tlie subject, generally, recognizing (5[) the neces- 
sity of placing the wliole inattt?r on a clear and intelligible footing, of 
defining (3) the (A) titles to be given, (B) the rank and precedence to 
accompany them, (C) the forms of i^dress to be observed, (D) the clasps 
gl persons to whom, and (R) services for which, each description of tJfte 
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shotdd be granted, and intimating tHeir intention of carefully preparing a 
Code* of rules for that object, have indicated certain points for considera- 
tion : These are, 

\8t , — Whether there should be any, and if any, what change in the 
titles now given. 

2nd . — ^Whether there should be any, and if any, what additional Titles 
and Honorary Distinctions. 

3rd. — Whether the bestowal of titles should be accompanied by any, 
and if any by what decorations or substantial advantages, or both. 

— "Wlietl^r titles should be in any' case hereditary. 

bth . — Whether the same titles should ho granted for social position, 
for long good conduct, and for special service, or whether they should he 
difterent. • 

Qth . — AVhether there should he one, or •more than one Order; and 
whether in each Order the number of titles of eacli grade or class should ho 
limited or unlimited. 

TtK — Whether the Governments of Bombay and Madras should con- 
tinue to exorcise the power of conferring Titles and Distinctions, or whfither 
the power throughout India should be confined to the Governor General in 
Council. 

• 20. The Supreme Government entertain no doubt of the propriety of 

prohilnting the Native Subjects of Her Majesty from receiving titles from 
Titular Native Princes, nor from real independent Native Princes, at least 
witliout the consent of their own Government ; and they consider that tithis 
should not be conferred on European British Subjects, exc(>pt by the Cnjwn. 

* Notb. — If such a scheme or code of rules is to be prepared in this Prcsidenoy it must be ontrusted 
to a Committee, or some uidindual siieclally appointed for the purpose ; aud conversuit with the sub* 
ject aud state of native feeling upon Jt. 



JlETUllAS of the Titles and Honorary Distinctions \rhicli have been conferred by the Briiosh Government on yaiive 
^ Chiefs and others v'ithhi the scope of the avtliorit y of the Govejnnient of Fort Saint George, 
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No. 15. 

From Major R. Wallace, Resident at Baroda, to C. Beadon, Esquire, 
Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Bepartment, No. 81, dated 
the 4(tb August 1859. 

I DO myself the honor to reply to your letter of the 25th May 
last, No. 301'9, (Circular) calling for an opinion and suggestions on 
the subject of granting Titles and Honorary Distinctions to Natives 
and Native Chiefs of India. 

2. I presume that my own personal experienc*e will be found 
to tally with that of others, that very great importance is attached by 
Natives and Native Chiefs of India to any distinction of this kind, 
and also that the British Government has on the whole unwisely 
ncglecteS this mode of exerting influence over its native subjects. 

As the returns to your Circular will be numerous and perhaps 
voluminous, it will be well that I should state very briefly my opinion, 
us follows : 

1«<. — A distinction should be drawn between Civil and Military 
services to the State in the honorary rewards assigned to them. 

Zud . — No title should bo hereditary, unless supported by an 
entailed adequate estate in land. ' 

3/y/.— T hat every hereditary title granted by the British Govern- 
ment, should be granted solely by the Crown, and should liave an 
Bnglish designation. 

— That the subordinate os well as the Supreme Government 
should have the power (under certain rules, applicable to the whole 
Indian Empire) of granting non-hcreditary titles with Indian or 
English designations, as may seem suitable. 

hf/i . — ^That public servants, after long and faithful, thofigh perhaps 
not distinguished service, should on retirement receive some Honorary 
Distinctions, Titles, and Decorations. 

Qlh , — That such distinctions, even if unaccompanied by any sub- 
stantial or pecuniary advantage, wouft be much coveted. 
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That the social habits oCthe Natives admit of a very wide 
range in the selection of personal decorations. 

8^^. — ^That tables (for the guidance of European Functionaries] 
should be prepared for the Regulation of precedence among Natives 
holding all manner of titles. ^ 

9iL — ^That lists should be prepared by European Functionaries of 
all persons, within their cognizance, possessing or claiming titles, in 
order that after due scrutiny, registers of such persons may be pub- 
lished for general information, and that their admitted social status 
may be defined and made known to the public. 

4. In conclusion, I beg to state that no persons wiyiin the 
circle of my superintendence is in possession of any Title, Distinction, 
01 ^ Decoration bestowed by the British Government, with the excep- 
tion of His Highness the Guicowar, who was granted {vide lett^jr 10th 
January 1859, No. 34G) the use of Morchuls by the Right Hon'ble 
the Viceroy and Governor General for his fidelity, a distinction or 
decoration, which I may add gave great pleasure to Ilis Highness, 
his family, and his people. 

I have, &c,, 

(Signed) R. WALLACE, Major. 


ITo. 16 . 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. V, PnAYKE, Commiesloncr of Pegu, and Agent to llio 
Governor Gcnoral, to C. Beapon, Ksquirc, Secretary to the Oovenimcnt of India, in the 
Foreign Dcparlmcnt, No. 122, dated Hnn/Ada. ilic Bth AngiiBt 185U. 


No. of endosores 4. 


1 iuv£ the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letlcrei 
No. 30't9, dated the 25th May last, and 
No. 3841, dated the 28th June, with enclo- 
sures, relative to the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to 
native gentlei^en. 


2. I regret that, in consequence of my absence from llangoon, 
some delay has unavoidably occurred both in the receipt by me of the 
letters under reply, and iu the collection of information which was 
necessary in order to comply with the orders contained in those 
Circulars. 
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3. I called upon Majoi* T. P. Sparks, the Judicial Deputy Com- 
missioner at Rangoon, to favor me with his opinion on the subject, as 
regards the natives of Pegu, and I beg to submit copy of his reply, 
being letter No. 257, dated the 20th ultimo, with enclosure. 

4. I fully agiup with Major Sparks, that the Titles and 
Honorary Distinctions which may be conferred on ‘those of the 
Burmese, Talaing, and Karen subjects of the Crown, who shall be 
deemed worthy of such marks of favor, will be thoroughly appre- 
ciated by them. It is a subject which has frequently occupied my 
attention previous to the receipt of your letters under reply, because 
1 have long perceived that there was a want of some mode of 
marking the approbation of Government by the bestowal of tokens of 
favor on natives of the country, whether in the Government service 
or not,^who deserved such distinction. This was more especially 
brought to my notice on mV Mission to the Court of Ava in 1855, 
when I saw how chains of gold and other insignia of office and 
honour were worn by Burmese Officials according to their rank, and 
that the distinction was highly prized hy all. It also appeared to me 
that such insignia were regarded with longing hy tliose Burracfcc who 
accompanied me, and who felt conscious that, if open to them, they 
might earn similar marks of distinction. 

5. But although I feel confidenl tliat the principle of grai},ting 
Titles and Honorary Distinctions both for particular services and for 
general merit is a sound one for these people, I feel some difficulty in 
recommending the particular mode to be adopted in carrying out this 
principle in the Province of Pegu. The titles and distinctions which 
arc at present bestowed upon natives of India would not be under- 
stood or appreciated by the people of Pegu. On the other hand, I am 
unwilling to recommend any plan by which our Government would 
appear to imitate the Court of Ava in the nature of Honors and 
Titles bestowed. On the whole, however, I am of opini 
of the titles used by that Court may properly be preser 
the insignia which generally or rather invariably accompany the 
bestowal of a title, should under the British Government be altered 
or modified. 

# 

6. In considering wliat titles may be adopted from those now 


4n, that some 
^ed, but that 



( 53 ) 

granted by the Burmese Court, itcirill not be necessary toj)roviile for 
those of the highest rank, because there are not in this Province any 
natives in private life who may be considered as of a higher social 
rank than a respectable Zemindar in Bengal or in the* Central 
Oangetio Provinces ; and among the Burmese Oiliclals under our 
Government, the highest at present will rank with a Principal Suddor 
Araeen. I propose, therefore, to omit altogether such titles as arc 
now conferred by the Burmese Court on the Ministers of Stale, 
superior and subordinate, and on Governors of Provinces. There is no 
class of persons now in Pegu on whom such high and dignified titles 
could appropriafely be bestowed. IMilitary titles I should also omit, 
as not required to be included in the present repoii, and because the 
Burmese Military titles all refer to Ollicers in command of the house- 
hold troops at tlic King’s Palace. • 

# 

7. With the titles oonferred by the Court of Burmah, and 
which are enumerated in the sehedule attached to Major Sjniik’s 
letter, the following insignia arc gi\en : 

1, Gold chaiiiH, varying in number according to the rank of the jicrson. 

2. Caps of State or Coronets, 

a 

J3. Gold or ]»lajn umbrellas. 

4, Spittoons of mixed inetal^ or of silver. 

8. For Pegu I shouhl beg to recommend that three grad(?s of 
Civil Titles lie ostablishoJ by Government, with suitable insignia to 
accompany the bestowal of the title. In the schedule annexed to this 
letter, I have ventured to suggest what titles I consider suited to the 
Government Servants and others among the people of the Province (d* 
Pegu, and the insignia wdiicli might accompany them, 1 have proposed 
medals to be suspended from gold or silver chains, and have omitted 

, the Caps of State and the Spittoons. I propose to retain gilt and 
plain umbrellas as the most common distinctive mark of rank in 
Burmah, which is more readily appreciated by the people in the streets, 
or at festivals, than any other. When a title is conferred, a patent 
should be made out on parchment, and be presented to the recipient, 
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together with the insignia^ pabliclj by the Commissioner or other 
Civil Officer in the name of the Viceroy and Governor General. 

9. ^ Extraordinary good service^ whether by a Government 
Officer in any grade or by a private individual, might be rewarded by 
appointment at once to any class of title. It will not be necessary, I 
think, to add any pecuniary reward, nor to make the titles hereditary, 
but the medals would remain heir-looms in the families of those who 
originally received them. 

I have. See., 

(Signed) A. P.*PIIAYIIE. 



SCHEDULE of Titles with (tccompai^ying Honorary insignia deemed snif able for Natives of Pegu, 
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ISTo. 18 . 

From P. Spauks, Esquire, Judicial Deputy Commissionep , Saugoon, to Lieutenant 
Colonol A. P. PnAYKE, ComiuiBaioner of Pegu, and Agent to the Governor General, No. 267, 
dulud the 20lh June 1859. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 108, 
of the 8th instant, forwarding in original a Circular letter to your address, 
dated 26th May last, with enclosure, relative to titles and honorary dis- 
tinctions to Natives and Native Chiefs of India, and calling for my opinion 
on the subject, as' applicable to the natives of Pegu. 

As directed, 1 beg to submit the following observations : 

• 

Agn^eing as 1 do most heartily in tlic admitted policy of conferring 
more generally tlian we have ever done liitherto, titles and lionorary dis- 
tinction*^ upon deserving natives of India, 1 believe that in no part of the 
llritisb dominions in the EastVould this measure be productive of more 
striking and favorable results than in the Provinces won from the Burmese 
Einj)ire. 

The fondncHs for titles and all the ininutiio of social distinctions Is 
with tlic Bnrniesc a passion extending to the regulation of tlicir dress, 
their ornaments, their utensils, and evcii the roofs of the liouses. 

1 am perfectly satislied that tlio strongest blow we could strike at 
tliat mighty and almost undiminished influence winch the Court of^Ava 
still exercises over the imagination of our subjects in Pegu would he to 
show to them, by an unmistakeahlc sign, one appealing to their hearts 
and understandings inliuitcly more than any printed Proclamation, however 
promulgated, that the Queen of Great Britain is de facto as well as dejure 
the Sovereign of Ikitish Burmah. 

This sign would ho tlio conferring, with all due pomp and parade, in 
ilie name of Her Majesty, a title with its appropriate insignia, upon some 
one or more of the natives of Pegu, Tenasserim, and Ai’racan. 

If, as I earnestly hope, this is to he done at all, it should he done in my 
opinion at once. It should bo made in the eyes of the people to appear, 
not as a sudden change or innovation, but as the necessary inevitable 
consequence of tlio assumption by the Queen to the direct Sovereignty 
over these realms. 

Then it will he felt indeed that tne change of Guvemmeut isom the 
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Company to the Queen is not a nJcre change of name with wliicli tlio 
people have no concern, and in which they indeed feel no interest* Then 
the eyes of the ambitious, the hopeful, and the energetic, in fact of all the 
best men in the community, will cease to turn their longing glances 
towards the Golden Foot, and direct them instead to a Throne which they 
will see, as soon as they are induced to think, as a Fountain of Honor immoa- 
sureably transcends that of the Lord of the White Elephant, shorn as 
it is of its former power, wealth, and territory. 

I hog to annex as an Appendix to this letter, a schedule of the differ- 
ciit titles, Civil and Military, in use in the the Court of AVa, togetlier with 
tlie insignia atlltchod to oaeli, for which I am indebted to Mr. Edwards, 
It will bo seen from those, as you are well aware, how nicely graduated they 
are, so as tg ailbrd to G(Wornineni the means of rewarding appropriately 
ahnost povssiblo grade of merit. 

It is only nec(‘S8ary to remark in coneUwion that titles conferred hy 
a Thirinese Sovereign are not hereditary, and lV>r manifold reasons dfmhtlesrt 
it will not he the policy of our Government to make them so either, nor 
is it customary to give any money grant with a Hurmi'se title, though an 
aijpointrnent to some ofTice in the State always accompanies it. 

The original ciielosui’es are returned. 

1 have, Ac,, 

(Signed) T. P. SPAKKS. 



SCHEDULE of Titles conferred the Court of Ava, with iheit ajypropnate Insignia, 
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SCHEDULE of Titles conferred hy the Court of Ava, v:ith their approjnriate Insignia. 
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No. 21. 


Frorn^R. H. Davies, Esquire Secretary to Govurumeut, Punjab and its Dependon- 
cicH, to tlie Secretary to the Government of India, in the Forei|j^ii Department, ^o. 631, 
dated Lahore, the Uth Sejitombcr 1 s59. 

I AM (llrecioJ to reply as follows to yodr letter No*. 3049, dated 
25th May last, on t lie "rant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to 
Natives and Native Cliiols in India. 

2. I am .to address myself to the consideration of the subject 
cliicHy as it affects tlie Punjab and its Dependencies.^ The following 
is a lisb of titles (Khitab) ®ken from the records of the Delhi 
Agency : 

For firynoos For Mahomed^ps. 


J. 

llai or Uao. 

Khan. 

2. 

1)(». Do. Diihadoor. 

Khan Ildiadour. 

3. 

liana Il.ihacloor 

Nawal). 

4. 

Kajah Ihthaduor. 

Nawab Ihihadooi. 

5. 

Uaj liana. 

Khan (after the naini*.) 

(>. 

llao It a, jail. 

!)owl«ih (as Azet'inoorlovvlahV 

7. 

Maharaua. 

Moolk (as Mookhtarool Moolk.) 

8. 

jM.dia rajah. 

Juiii; (ns Fer()/i‘ Jun^^) 

9. 

JMalia JLio Kajah, 

M oon 1 al ik { W 1 1 /a*er-oi d- ( )0! n al ik . ) 

10 . 

Slirec Maharajah. 

Anie^Tool-ooinra, 

11. 

Maharajah Sovvai. 

W ukeel-mootliik. 

12, 

Maharajah Dliiraj 

Fnry/nula Khas. 

13. 

M ah ar a j all 1 1 : ijga n n . 

Fnrzind.i Dr j mnud, 

14. 

Uaj Kajc'iluvar. 

Arrakcen a.s Ooiudutoul-Arrakoen. 

J5. 

Maliarajah Kiijc.sh^\ ar. 



To iliese must be added the tUlo of Sirdar, which is the eom- 
inonest of all in the plains of the Punjab and in Affghanistan. Tl»e 
XMiicf of Cabul alone is called Ameer. 


3. AVbere the holder of the title is a territorial Chief, it is 
usually hevoditaiy ; but no sfrirf rule on this head obtains. The 
titles eoufenod by the Lahore Durbar at the instance of the British 
Kesident on llajah Decna Nath ^iid Nawab Imamoodeeii were per- 
sonal. In some cases, second titles, borne by the sons, exist. The 
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sons of the Ameer of Cabul are designated '^Sirdars;'' of the Maha- 
rajah of Cashmere, Meeau of other Rajahs, Kunwur/^ 

4. Besides titles, the style of address in writing is graduated 
according to rank ; and a word or two more or loss makes a con- 
siderable difierence in this respect. At picsent these forms are used 
somewhat arj^itrarily, au^require to be aulhorilatively prescribed. 

5, The titles held by the Rajpoots of tbo'^Ilills arc mostly 
ancient and indigenous. The Newabs of Mooltan, Bhawulporc, and 
Derail Ismael Kbau were ereati'd by the Imperial Dynasty of Delliu 
The Maharajah o(‘ Puttiaia oi)tained his title froni Aliincd Kliaii 
Dooranee. Tlic Kiijah of Nahlui is Relieved to have been created 
by the Umperor ; the llajahs of JhoenJ, L.ulwa, and rnrreoJkot, by 
04 ir own (juvoinnieut. 

0. It is corlain the Natives of India sot a high value og honor- 
ary dI^tilletio^iS of all kinds, and the (^iieeids assumption of the 
(io\(*rninent alTurds the mo>t favorable opportunity for regulating 
their grant'. 

7. The Ijioutenant Governor eoiisidei's it advisable to inaint;nn 
the existing and ^^c‘ll-k^own titles in pivfenuKx* to any new institu- 
tion. Care should also hd taken in oonfoiTipg such as are valued 
^ in the toiTitory where the reeipieni resides. Dor instaneo, the title 
of §irJar might be appropriately bestowed on a Stdkb, wbo would not 
care to take the ^Lidras title of Polygar, hhpiality of bonur might 
be conferred without identity of do'^ignat ion. But tlKM*(‘lative rank 
and precodeiiee, coufeired by enrobneut in each order of n(»bility, 
should be clearly dc'diied ; and consequently all titles sliuuhl be e.lassi- 
fied, tlioiigli there would remain diversities of title in each class. 
Again, there are good reasons why there bhoukl he grades in each 
class. For it has been shown that there already exists an hereditary 
nobility, whicdi is secure of general recognition and respect in tlio 
country, whatever measures our Government may take; and its incin* 
bers must be included in any list which we may legalize. Yet, in 
many cases, however old their titles, they themselves would not he 
notable cither for personal distinction or for great possessions. 
Others again, with identical titles, might be worthy of admission to 
a higher grade on account of services performed to our Government, 
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or of territ 9 rial importance. Advantage should be taken in deter- 
mining what titles are hereafter to be acknowledged to make them 
short and simple, and curtail the lengthy appellations of the Maho- 
medan ligime. 

8. The grant of a title should, the Lieutenant Governor con- 
siders, invariably be accompanied by a khiNiLt proportioned to the 
rank of the recipient. And occasionally, according to the circum- 
stances of the case, a pension or Jagheer must be assigned. 

9. As a general rule, the Lieutenant Govenor holds that our 
creations should nof. be hereditary. But where ex<5eptions may be 
expedient, it should bo a receiv^ condition either that the candidate 
has sufficient wealth to support the title, and to leave an entail, or that 
the Government should attach a grant of land or money to the title, 
subject to the law of primogeniture. 

10. The Lieutenant Governor secs no cause for limiting the 
number in each grade. 

11. Local Governments, His Honor thinks, may be advantage- 
ously invested with the power of conferring the lower classes of titles, 
such as Rai Bahadoor, Cliowdhrce, &c., with khilluts of investiture. 
Superior titles, siudi as Rajah, Raiia, Sirdar, Newab, &c. should be 
bestowed only by the Viceroy of India; whilst the highest clas^ of 
all should be leservcd for the grant of the Queen, All grants should 
bo made jn an authorized form by letters patent ; and should be care- 
fully announced in the Gazettes, At the same time, the forms of 
address should be prescribed and notified. It might further be expe- 
dient to design certain insignia, distinctive of the rank of each grade 
to be worn on public occasions ; for instance scarves of different 
colors. At the same time, it is desirable that tables should be drawn 
up, in accordance with which the order of precedence should be rogu- 
lated , and the opportunity might he taken to revise the existing 
styles of address (Alqab), often florid and verbose as they are, and 
give them a fresh value and greater ’simplicity. 

IS. There are some feudatory Chiefs already in enjoyment of 
the higl\cst titles, and of large territory. But on these it is still in 
our power to confer distinction by increasing the number of guns 
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allowed, or the number of tray% presented at public durbars, or 
heightening the style of address. These honors are much valued 
and should be duly regulated. 

13. In conclusion, 1 am to remark, that honors should not 
be lightly given, but when promised should not be delayed, parti- 
cularly in cas^s where ref^nce to England is necessary. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) R. H. BA VIES. 


• No. 22. 

9 

MINUTE BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL THE HON’BLE SIR 
• JAMES OUTRAM, Bt., dated 28t« Junk 1859, 


Titles — Honorary Rank— and other distinctions to bo crojiiml for the Empire of India. 

Our late call on the subordinate Governments for their opinions 
as to Titles, Honorary Hank, &c., to be conferred on Natives of 
distinction, has led me to record my own views on that subject, for 
the consideration of His Excellency the Governor General iu Council, 
in the hope that my proposals may be deemed worthy of being sub- 
mitted, with the support of His Lordship and iny Hon'blo Colleague, 
*to the Secretary of State for India, — or, if not with their entire sup- 
port, at least with their comments, suggesting such modilications and 

alterations as they deem desirable. ^ 

♦ 

2. I do not consider that merely upholding the existing, and 
creating an additional native aristocracy, will alone suffice for the 
object we have in view. And I long therefore to witness the inaugura- 
tion of a still more comprehensive system of Honorary rewards than 
those we have yet contemplated, which would reach only the higher 
classes — and that only to a very limited extent. I desire to sec intro- 
duced such a system of Honorary distinctions as, without cost to thc'^ 
State, can be more generally disseminated throughout the vast popu- 
lation oi India, and be rendered available to all^raiiks and classes. 

3. I feel assured that, by the judicious distribution of Honors, 
both personal and hereditary, wg have it in our power vastly to 
increaae the attachment of the more influential natives of India to 
the British Crown, and to elicit from them much active aid in tl»e 
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internal Government of the countrj^in amending its institutions — 
in developing its resources — and in furtherance of those philanthropic 
objects for the achievement of which we must necessarily be in 
a great measure dependant on their liberality and personal exer- 
tions. 

4, But I am equally certain that no Order of Htmor, and no 
Title of nobility, of our imwntion, exclusively confined to natives, 
will possess the ‘same value in their estimation as honorary distinc- 
tions and titles of nobility participated in by Europeans, and by Euro- 
peans sought as objects of ambition. I believe thgit the late Sir 
Charles. Napier enunciated a profound truth, and one of comprehen- 
sive application, when, adverting to the Indian order of merit, and 
claiming tor the native officers of the Indian Army a participation cn 
the hoifors of the Bath, he wrote — It is not merely honors that they 

crave. They desire to share our honors — the identical honora it 
is our ambition to attain ; and sound policy demands that they 
“ should be permitted to share them.^^ I quote from memory, not 
having at hand Sir Charles Napieris work on Indian Misgovern- 
ment.” But if those be not the exact words of the great warrior 
statesman whoso authority I cite, they differ from his only in being 
perhaps less forcible. 

• 

5. I sincerely trust that the day is not far distant, when# our 
beloved Queen null graciously deign to elevate to the peerage even, 
many lliKive gentlemen within Her Ipdian dominions of the calibre, 
character, and position of my revered friend the late Sir Jamsetjec 
Jeejoobhoy. I hope lhat ere long Her Majesty Vs Knightage and 
Baronetage wdll embrace scores, if not bundreds, of native gentlemen. 
And I trust the Viceroys of India hereafter will liberally avail tbem- 
selves of what I regard as an inherent function of viceroyalty — the 
creation of Knights Bachelors. But more than this is, in my own 
opinion, desirable. And I would respectfully, but earnestly entreat 
Ilis Excellency the Viceroy, and my Honorable colleague in Council,, 
to move the Right llon^blc the Secretary of State for India, to 
obtain Her Majesty consent to the institution of a new “ Order of 
Victoria,^^ to which Natives of India, and Europeans who have ren- 
dered good service in the interests of India, be they in Her Majesty's 
service or not, shall be equally eligible. 
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6. The institution ot‘ such* an order would, I feel assured, 
be regarded by our native brethren as a most a-eceptable boon 
— a convincing proof of the deep personal interest taken by their 
Sovereign in Tier Native Indian subjects. It might, I am satis* 
fled, be made the means of stimulating, to an extent hitherto 
unknown, the exertions of our Native Chiefs, gentry, and public 
servant's, in the maintenance of order, in the suppression of crime, 
in the amelioration of existing native institutions; iii the dilfii- 
sioti of education, and geiieMlIIy, in promoting the material aud 
moral welfare of this country. 

7. To our Civil, Military, Naval, and MovUeal services, Miul to 
those who, Jiot members of the public service, ))iit lumorably engaged 
in* commercial or professional pursuits, have labored and still labor 
ill the interests of India, the institution of such an order wJuld be 
little more than an act of justice. There arc many, aye, very many 
Anglo-Indians, whose labors in India, thoiigli necessarily iinappre- 
<uated at homo, by reason of tlicir undemonsiralive nat ure, arc known 
to us to be such as would, had they been performed in England, or 
ill a small English Colony, have procured for them admission to the 
Knightage, the Baronetage, and even the Peerage, To admit all such 

^to the honors of the Bath would be to swamp that order. But it 
appears to me that to withhold honorary distinctions from tliem 
altogether, is ungenerous and unwise. It is, 1 conceive, voluntarily 
to deprive ourselves of a moral engine of vast power, ofniieomprc- 
heiisivc capabilities, and of inexpensive construction and maintenance. 
At present the Coveriior General, and the subordinate Governors, 
have scarcely any means of rewaiding earnest and ellieicnt service, 
save by translating their performers to more lucrative olliccs. And 
all of us must have seen many iusiances in whicli recouise to this 
metliod of re\vard has proved positively injurious to the public inbu- 
ests. The order of talent which secures success in an executive^ post, 
/Iocs not necessarily imply an c<j[ual adaptation for duties of a con- 
trolling nature. Still less do the jihysical, mental, and moral (pialilics, 
whicli specially lit a man fur one department, render him even 
modiuvitely elficient in another. And even when the trajislateJ 
oflicer isotherwipe well suited to tlic more lucrative post bestowed cm 
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him as a rc^vvard for past services^ he assumes it deficient in that local 
knowledge of persons and localities on which his past efficiency in 
no small degree depended, and devoid of that deep personal interest 
in the affairs of his district which a long control of its affairs had 
necessarily begot, and the influence of which all of us practically 
know to be of inestimable value, alike to manager and managed, 

8. Many of the difficulties here glanced at, would be overcome 
by the institution of such an order as I have suggested ; for by 
many, and by many of the most estimalKle of our servants, honorary 
rewards would bo regarded as an equivalent for non* advancement to 
more lucrative offices. And how many are there who have deserved 
well of Government, but on whom the rules of the service, and 
our financial arrangements, prevent our bestowing increased salaries ? 

9. I believe I Jim *jiot unreasonable in assuming that the 

institution of such an order would (under quisling pay regulations) 
entice to the competition examinations for Civil Service appointments 
even a higher class of men than those who now present themselves. 
And as the allowances of the Indian Civil Service must soon be 
seriously reduced, it is, T believe, only by making that service an 
avenue to titular honors, and a ready means of earning that social 
distinction which titular honors secure, that \\c can hope to make it 
an object of ambition to the educated youth of Britain. ^ 

10. The participation, on equal teims, in the honors of such 
an order, would, 1 believe, create amongst its European and native 
members, in a very maiked degree, what the French call mlidanie^ 
begetting an identity of social position, a community of class senti- 
ment, and a fraternity of feeling not otherwise createable, but of 
incalculable benefit to the interests of the State, and the cause 
oi progress. It would do more than any other agency which I can 
imagine, to overshadow the traditions of Delhi. 

11. How far admission to the new Order should be extended to 
Ceylon, Singapore, and our Chinese Colony, might be a question. 
But a wider iranchise, that is, its conversion into a general Colonial 
Older,, would, in my opinion, be injurious to the cause I advocate. 
If, in the opinion of the Colonial ?)ffice, another— a Colonial — Order 
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be desirable, I see no obstacle* to its beinjf insiitat<Al. British 
America, and our Australian and Tasmanian Colonies, are populous 
enough to maintain an Order of their own. Their utter dissimilarity 
in organization, character, &c., for India, would, I conceive, render 
a direct participation in the Order I suggest, unsatisfactory to them, 
and prejudicial to us. 

Vi. In no spirit of presumption, but with the view of indicat- 
ing the nature of the scheme I propose, and to exonerate myself from 
the charge of indulging in vague generalities and unpractical recom- 
mendations, l,beg deferentially and with much diffidence to append, 
in the form of a rough draft, the outline constitution of 
such an Order as I wish to see established — (marked A.) 

• 13. I must admit, however, that objections have been urged to 
my scheme, and suggestions offered, by tfee only person to wliora I 
have yet shown it, a high funj|j^onary for whose judgment I have 
great respect, which I colisidcr so worthy of consideration that I feci 
^ bound to submit them also (marked B), in order that 

they may he considered in conjunction with my own 
crude proposal, which, being merely offered with a view to draw atten- 
tion to the subject, and in the hope that those more able than myself 
to deal with it may be induced thereby to take it up, I had no expoct- 
ation^should be implicitly adopted. 

14. I admit the possibility that the Order, if at once founded on 
the scale I propose, might, as apprehended by my correspondent, be 
less highly prized at first than if it were more limited. But I consider 
that time would enhance its value, and that the longer established the 
more would the Order be appreciated. And it must be borne in mind 
that extensive though my proposes! scale appears, it is small in pro- 
portion to our vast Indian Empire, comprising 150 millions of sub- 
jects, with an .army 3,50,000 strong, and a Civil Service numbering^ 
6,800 souls. ^ 

• 15. It may be deemed preferable, ^ however, to have two 

separate Orders, as therein suggested, the one composed of only three 
classes, of great honor and limited extent, available to the highest 
functionaries of the State and the hi{|her ebsses of native nobility and 
gentry with Her Majesty^ should she so deign, os Sovereign of* the 
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Order, niid (rovmurr GeDora*^ for the time being as Grand 
Mast(‘r. other, of mncli wider scope^ something of the nature of 

the Legion of Honor, for the recognition of approved service in every 
])ranch and class of Civil Administration, with the Viceroy, as 
reproBcntativc of Her Majesty, at its head. 

10. Before concluding this Minute, I desire to* offer a few 
observations relative to the hope I have expressed that the Queen 
may be graciously pleased to admit Natives of India to the ranks of 
the British Peerage, and to advance many of them to the dignity of 
the Baronetage. « 

17. It is, or ought to be, a condition of the bestowal of 

liereditary dignities, that the title shall be endowed with Such ample 
pecuniary resources as shall enable all successive holdc'rs to inaiutaiu 
a social importance commensurate with their rank. In Britain, our 
aristocracy is a territorial aristocracy advanced to 

its titled Orders from the cominonual and professional classes of 
society, already have possessed themselves, or on elevation possess 
themselves, of landed property, and the laws of England facilitate the 
transmission of the property from sire to son. But it is otherwise 
in India ; and at a time when the popular voice demands the opening 
out of land both here and at home, it be inop[)ortune to urge 

the enactment of laud entail laws, and the assimilation of the laws of 
succession in India to those of England. As regards India, where there 
is probably as mucli real need of an Encunibered Estates Act” as in 
Ireland, any such attempt would be not only inopportune, but, if 
successful, injurious. And I am of oi)inion, therefore, that not 
merely the endowment of Baronetcies and Peerages tliroiigh t1i(' 
jmblic funds should be permitted, but that it should be encouraged, 
and by degrees rendered compulsory. 

18. When conferring patents of nobility on native landholders, 
I would stipulate thaHhey should annually invest a certain sum in 
the funds until the amount funded was such as would, at the rate 
of 3 per cent, (a rate wdiich our funds may, it is to bo hoped, reach 
ere very many years elapse, as civilization and wealth increase), 
produce such an annual income 4s Her Majesty may consider suitable 
to the rank bestowed. The money thus funded should, by Legislative 
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enactment^ be rigidly oi^the possessor.of tlie title — in other 

words, an annuity should be purchased. 

19. Gentlemen, not landed proprietors, raised to the Baronetage 
or Peerage, should be obliged to make investinouts in the funds suffi- 
cient for the endowments of their titles ; it being permissible, in 
special cases^for a Native Baronet or Peer to endow the title only for 
the period of his own life (according to the value of that life as 
determined by his age, according to actuarial rules). Should he, in 
the course of his life, succeed in investing in the funds a sum sufficient 
for the permanent endowment of his title, that title would be made 
hereditary. Should he invest only enough, not for its permanent 
endowment, but for its endowment only for his own life, the title 
would lapse at bis death. If enough was invested for the endowment 
of the title during his son’s life, the son would succeed to ^t. And 
the latter should have the privilege oT peimancnlly endowing the 
title. In failure of hij^doing so, the title would lapse at his death. 
Ills eldest son would succeed merely to the life interest of the endow- 
ment, but the sum funded would remain entailed, available as a pari 
eitdotvmcni of the title for any of his heirs who might be able to 
complete the endowment, and who might be considered by Her 
Majesty worthy to have the title revived in his person. 

, 20. By such an arrangement, we should, without incurring any 
one of the evils attributed by economists to landed entails, secure an 
Aristocracy for India — a body of gentlemen possessed of vvcaltli, 
position, and leisure— far removed from the more vulgar struggles of 
life, sympathising by blood, and the various affinities of race, with 
the millions of India; and by education, training, and position, with 
the crown and people of England, and having the strongest incen- 
tives, botli material and sentimental, to bo loyal anil faithful suhjoels 
of their Sovereign. 

21 . Any apprehension of practical moon venience from admitting 
the nobility of India to the position of Peers of Parliament, would, 
I feel assured, prove illusory. But if such aj^prehension bo enter- 
tained, there might be a separate Indian, as there are separate Irish 
and Scotch nobilities, sending (if any) a limited number^ of repre- 
sentatives to the House of Lords. I, however, think that when a 
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gracious act is to be performed, it should be performed in the fullest 
and most unreserved manner. 

22. I believe that were such a scheme adopted, and were the 
gentry oV India encouraged to commence investing in the funds and 
eniailing their investments with a view to the future earning of nobility 
by their descendants, we should gradually embrace among our fj|pd- 
holders the most influential men in the country. And the political 
advantage of such a tie it is needless to point out. 

The 28M June 1859. (Signed) J. OUTRAM. 


Sketch of cciistitution for a new Order of Honor for India. * 


I. Tlie order to be designated The Most Honorable Order of Queen 
Victoria.” 


II. The Order to consist of 
(1.) Her Majesty tlie Queen. 

(2.) A Orand Master — the Prince Consort. 

• (3.) Office bearers as Her Majesty may order. 


(4.) A Iloyal Chapter, embracing the Sovereign, the Grand Master, 
and such number of ordinaiy Members of the 1st Class as Her Majesty 
may order, and such extra, or ex-ojpeio Members of the 1st Class, as may 
be determined by Her Majesty. 


(5.) Ist Class — or Grand Cross. 

(0.) 2nd Class — or Knights Commander. 
( 7 -) 3rd Class — or Companions. 

(H.) 4th Class — or Acolytes. 

(0.) r>th Class — or Esquires. 


Or ** Honorable and Sir.” 


III. Members of the Royal Chapter to be ie Jacto Members of the 
Privy Council, or at least to enjoy by courtesy 
the title of “ Right Honorable,”^ and to have 

their position indicated by th^etters R. C. Y. 

IV. The Members of the first two classes to have the Knightly 
designation of “Sir,” and their classes of Knighthood indicated by the 
letters G. C. V. and K. C. V. 

V . Companions, Acolytes, and Esquires, to he respectively indicated 
by the letters C. V., A. V., and E. V. ^ 
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VI. On the institution of the Order, Her Majesty to appoint, on the 
recommendation of the Secretary of State for India, a certain number of 
Members to each class of the Order, in equal proportions from Her 
Majesty’s European and Native Indian subjects — say 20 for the* first ; 40 
for the second ; 200 for the third ; 400 for the fourth ; and 600 for tho 
fifth Class, in addition to the following functionaries who will be ex-officio 
Meiil^rs of t^e classes attached to their names. 

His Royal Highness the Command- 
er-in-Chief Grand Cross, mi ex-officio Member 

of the Royal. Chapter of the 
Order. 

The Secretary of State for India . Ditto ditto. 

The Members of the Council of India, 
jvheri not* Grand Crosses, should in 

virtue of that office be . . . . Knights Commanders. 

The Chairmen of Committees in Coun- 
cil, to be ex-officio Members of the 
Royal Chapter of tho Order. 


The (lovenior General of India 

Grand Cross and R. C. V. 

The Coinmander-in-Chief in India ... 

Ditto 

ditto. 

The Governors in Council . . 

Grand (’ross. 


Lieutenant Governors 

Kiii^dits Commanders. 

Members of the Governor General’s 



('ouncil 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Members of Council of Madras and 



Rombay 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Commander-in-Chief of the Indian 



Navy 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Her Majesty’s ChioT Justice in India 

Grand Cross, 


Her Majesty’s Puisne Judges 

Knights Commanders. 

Members of Legislative Council of 



India 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Inspectors General of Medical Depart- 



ment 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Her Majesty’s Advocates General 

Commanders. 


Cliief Commissioners. . 

Ditto. 



VII. All functionaries hereafter nominated to any of the Offices 
above named, to be appointed ext^i Members of the classes Severally 
attached to their Offices in the foregoing Clause. 
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VJIl. .On or about the Ist Jantiary anmuilly, recommendations lor 
admission to, or promotion in, the Order to be addressed to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India by the Qov'ernor General, 

The bovernors in Council of Madras and Bombay, 

Tlie Lieutenant Governors. 

IX. These recommendations to embrace, nearly hs ])ossible,^iial 
numbers of Europeans and Natives. 

X. In recommending Europeans for admission io, or promotion in, 
the Order, the grounds of recommendation will he stated ; and it must be 
])oriic ill mind that the Order is to reward Civil rather than Militart/ 
services, the latter finding their more ap]>ropriate rewards in the Honors 
of the Bath, the Victoria Cross, the Order of Merit, and the Order of 
British India. Amongst the Civil Services which are to be more espcciaily 
considered as constituting claims to tlic honors of the new Order, arc — 

a — Distinguished Administrative labors, eminent official aptitude and 
(‘fficiency. 

h— Practical Pliilanthrophy . 

c — Discoveries and vcsearcbes in seience. 

il — lieseandies in Oriental [iiteratiire, History, Pliilosopliy, and Juris- 
prudence. 

e — Economic ami Industrial re.scarchcs and discovcrich. 

All Europeans, whether in the public service or not, who have merited * 
the dwtiuetion according to Hie claims dcliiied in b, c, rf, and e to be eligible 
for rcconimcndation. Of those in the service, all, however bumble in rank, 
to be eligible for the fourth and fifth Classes. All Comiiiissioneil Officers 
and Covenanted Civil Servants, and Merchants, and professional men, 
whose social status is equal to that of a (Commissioned Officer, to be clij^ible 
for the higher classc.s, 

XI. III selecting natives for reiominendation whether in the public 
service or not, especial value to be given io — 

(1.) The zeal and libtTality they maniicbt in praeiieal 'ami enlighlen- 
cd Ifiiilanthropy — such as the building and endoN\ment of Schools, 
Hospitals, and Dispensaries, local Museums and Libraries, the founding of- 
scholarships in the I’ublic Colleges, Ac. Ac. 

(2.) The eftbrts they make to aid the local authorities in the nuiinti'- 
miiiee of order, the siqipression of eri|fic, tlie ]>raetiejil eneoiiragemeiit of 
sound morality, and in the developnieiit of the resources of the country. 
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XII. The Governor General .and the local Governors, whether 
Lieutenant Governors or Governors in Council, will, with the view to 
give full effect to the intentions of the new Order, obtain recommendations, 
from the heads of the several Civil 'and Industrial Departments w'ithin 
their jurisdiction, of those w’ho have most conspicuously distinguished 
themselves during the previous year (or ffuch past periods as may be 
specj^d in th^ first instance) . 


XIII. As a general rule, Military Officers below the rank of Field 
Officers, Covenanted Civilians of less than five years’ standing, and Mer- 
chants and professional men not in the p^iblic service, will, in the first 
instance, be reco^imended for no higher than the dth Class of the Order, 
though in special cases, as a recognition of special services, they piay bo 
appointed to the superior grades- 

• XIV. As a general mle, individuals of a liigber status than those 
specified in the foregoing Clause, and whom it is desirous to re\mrd for 
more important services, will be recommended in the first instance for the 
3rd Class, or Companionship of the Order, their advancement to higher 
classes being the reward of subsequent iservioes* And as a general rule, 
those of any class recommended for promotion, will be recommended only 
for the next liighcr class. But, in special cases, an individual may be 
promoted at once even to the 1st Class, 


XV. As a general rule, the number of animal recommendations will 
be as follows, viz : 

The Governor General will recommend for admission tK 


1st Class . . 
2iid Class . 
3rd Cfass . . 


3 

5 

20 


4th Class 40 

5th Class . . , . . . 60 


The Governors in Council of Madras and Bombay, each — 


Ist Class . . 


1 


2 

10 

4th Class . . . . . . . . 20 

6th Class 30 

k 


2nd Class . . 
drd Class . . 
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The Lieutenant Governors of Bengal, North-Western Provinces, and 
the Punjab, each — 

1st Class . . . . . . . . 0 

^ 2nd Class . . . . . . . . 1 

8rd Class . . . . . . . . . . 6 

4th Class . . . . . . . 10 

6th Class . . . . . . , . l^y 

XVI. But it shall at all times be competent for the recommending 
authorities to present, in addition to their stipulated recommendations, the 
names of such .individuals as have rendered special services of a dis- 
tinguished nature. 

XVII. In addition to the recommendations made by the Indian 
local authorities, the Secretary of State for India in Council will present 
to Her Majesty a separate list of individuals, whom he may think worihy 
of beiry adiiiittod to, or promoted in, the Order. Should he conceive 
that the local authorities have omitted those who ought to have been 
recommended, ho will supply the omission. And he will also name for 
admission, or promotion, such individuals in Britain or elsewhere, as have, 
by their laboj’s or writings, greatly subserved the interests of India, or 
iriustrated its Civil or Natural History, its Literature, Laws, Ic. 

XIX. The insignia of the different Classes to bo as gorgeous as may 
be deemed compatible with good taste. 

XX. The rules of procedure established for the Order, to be rigorous- 
I v enforced at all levies, durbars, receptions, &c. 

XXL Every Civil and Military servant to bo formally apprised that 
the Members of the 4th and 5th classes, though many of them (nay, most 
of them) will be Clerks, or of analagously humble positions, are gentlemen 
by Her Majesty's Gracious Warranty and are entitled' as such to every 
courtesy and attention which one gentleman concedes to, and expects at 
the hands of another. 

XXII. Expulsion from the Order (to he notified in the London 
Gazette^ and the Gazettes of the Indian Governments) to he the penalty of 
disgraceful conduct of any kind, and of any overt instance of cruel or 
insulting conduct to any of Her Majesty’s British or Indian subjects. 

XXIIl. The Honors of the Bath, both in its Civil and Military 
Divisions, to he as open to Indian Officers, Civil or Military, as at present. 
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B. 

Olgeciions and Soggestions referred to in paragraphs 13, 14, and 15. 

Some Institution of the kind is, in my opinion, essential for the purpose 
of making our Government more popular with the natives, especially the 
higher classes^ 

But I should be disposed to make it ^ery much more limited in its 
scope, at any rate for the present. If founded at oned on the scale you 
propose, there would be imminent risk of its falling at once into dis- 
repute. 

My impression is, that it would he best to have two separate <ind dis- 
tinct Orders : one of very high honor and limited extent, to be founded at 
oiRe ; another of much wider scope, embracing the recognition of ap- 
proved service in every branch and class of Civil Administration^ to be 
established afterwards. 

The Eoyal and most Honorable ‘‘Indian Order of Q noon Viotoria,” 
should I think comprise no more than three classes : Grand Cross, Knight 
Commander, and Companion. 

The first class to consist of not more than 10, besides the high func- 
tionaries of Government down to Lieutenant Governors. 

The second, of not more than 25 besides the Civil functionaries of 
Government, down to the Members of the Legislative Council, and tlie 
Governor of the Straits Settlement. 

The third, of not more than 100 besides Civil Officers, down to the 
Advocates General. 

The Queen shc^ld be the Sovereign of the Order, and the Governor 
General for the time being should he the Grand Master ; tlic whole busi- 
ness of the Order being managed by the Viceroy hero, assisted by a Chapter, 
subject only to the approbation of Her Majesty. 

If the business of the Order were managed by a Chapter at home, or 
if the Prince Consort, or the Secretary of Statu had anything to do with it, 
the Viceroy’s prestige would he greatly weakened, and anything tending 
to that result is, in my judgment, greatly to be deprecated. 

The Viceroy should be really what his name imports, the represen- 
tative of Majesty ; and the stream of the fountain of honor should flow 
from him, ^ 
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The Chapter should consist of tlte Queen (nominally), the Viceroy, 
and all the Knights Grand Cross. 

The Order being especially for Civil Services, I do not think it would 
he right to admit Military officers as such, though the Order would of 
course be open to military men distinguished in a Civil capacity. 

1 do not think the Europeans and Native Members (non-efficial) should 
be in anything like equal numbers. 

The Order should be chiefly for Natives, and their numbers should 
preponderate. 

So much for the high Order of Victoria. « 

Eor the general reward of Civil Service among Natives and Natives 
alone, 1 would have a second Order something like the Legion* of Honor, 
with the Viceroy at the head of it, not the Queen. 1 apprehend it woiild 
make Majesty’s name too^chcap, if the honor of belonging to an Order 
of which she is the head, were made accessible to so many as 1,500 persons, 
including every grade of the service. 
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No. 23. 

From Major W. F. AETcuf, (lovonuu* lu'nenil, l^ajpontaim States, to the 

NM'iftary to ilie (lovi'nimenl oi liidiu, iu the Foreign Department, No, ihited Oauij> 
J yepoor, the litlli Ocloher, 1S5‘J. 

In fontinuuliou of iny n^jtori No. oI’ 5th Au^’ust, aiul with 

roliTciu'e ii) para^iaphs Z and 1- ol* Despiitcli No. dSll, ol' :2Stli Juiu*, 
fpoui your OLllco, 1 luive the honor to tiirni.sh the inrorination rotpiiieci. 

Ji. I mneli re^-rcl that, owing* to llic non-ivccipl of tlie reports 
from of tlio political otlioeis yuhordinat(' to this agonoy, I have 
been oljligod thus long to delay the trausmisbton of the gc'neral state- 
ment. • 

Ih With one single exception, all the Princes of Rtijpootana 
hold the rank and title luatulilary in the family, and which has not 
been bestowed l»y the liriti^h (fovernment, but sini[)ly recognised by 
usage, and by our adopting tiu* style of address and title obtaining at 
the time of our treaties, ami thus virtually fully aeeepting iljeir 
nature and ap])lieation. 

I. Among the present liohlers of titles of inferior rank other- 
wise tlian hereditary, and wlio^i* origin cannot hr tracked, none h,ave 
hoi’ll eonfiMTed by the Ihitish (jovernnient, but liavi‘ lieon sim])ly 
from time to time bestowed as marks of appndKilicm l)y the Native 
Piinees ontlunr own siibj(‘els, by tlio Kings of Dellii and others, or 
are titles all ached to the incumbents of certain otiicial positions iu 
the State. • 


5. A fetatement, agroealdy with the form of tlie only Chiei 
whose present rank has been bestowed l)y tln^ Rritish Government, 
the Maha Ilaj Rana of Jhallawar, 1 have the liuiior to annex. 


0. W ith reference to paragraph 1, there are no persons within 

Para. 4. — “ I am ako dircctrd to that you the SCOJiG of iny 

>sm fnrni.ha li.t of persons tl.e Bcr.pe of fmr authority, wllO COme 

authority, claiiimig oi* assuiiniig titlcH or uibtinction'?, 
whicli have not lieeii eoiileiTod ujM)n them hy the Britihh 
(h)venuncu(, and to wliidi consequently tliey have no 
right.” ^ 

tinctions are numerous, but although not bestowed by the British 

I 


within its provisions. 
7. Titles and Jis- 
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Governmcnltj arc borne ])y ri^lit of arncient usage and custom and the 
passive acquiescence in the former powers of the Rajpoot Princes to 
confer such on their own subjects. 

8. Tlie only dignity which has been assumed is that of the 
Maha Rao JInjah of Kotah, wlio within the last nine years has 
assumcMl a higher title than had ever been enjoyed by hwn, and has 
had a seal engraved, in which he stylos himself iis Maha Rao Raja/^ 
and this would apjiear to have been tacitly recognised, in so far that 
at that time no ol)jection was made to the assumption ; but he is only 
addressed from this Ofiicc as Maha Rao.’^ 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) W. F. -EDEN. 
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Return of Persons hi the ILarronctee Agency Circle fitho hare receireil Titles cr Honorarg Distinctions from the British Government. 


( SI ) 



!; Aimnij .M[> im 

I ' jhijl sn%v aii[inii>. 4 miv\ 

! «io ‘uuihsjii.niti no 


JO ‘noTSKfj.^^nq no ioo-umo^j 
JO} JJlJJOTltt '}‘ 0 ^VO)^.)<| A'l \\ 



*in.nuiito\oi) (j'.ijUiX '>’f^ 'M ]’'MT‘'|"oi 
Jon }Mm ^uu<* ’-.ui s«v\ «uu}i l»’}j fo ofjij suoi\.).i,i 


•lUMj ui 1 n-n I i.i 1 

,n]j fo ]»in|j n p,»\i9tst.v |)iui ‘ )|i>)s' i|ii|n\| .ii|i |o j 

\ VlVJlpOI.in vMlI |o IjJVIjdtp ll(> ! 


•p.>ttojtM<| euw noninrjhii* 
lO ,)ljj 1 { il'lW UO I 


' M‘-tU 

I -i.H(|o rr) jl’pTioonin/'foiiu 
I AirjrniiJL ro 

' 1. Illicit} \v ‘uoiw"n>jojj{ .lo >lin>’}[ 


OATtOp 

-IhOJ .JO On-pl 40 Jl.Ji'lQ 



I, m f.'norj.inTjRtp jn BO[jij 
I ' inoi>oj<^ pun uoKjjd JO 



Camp Moot Aboo, 'j ^ li. MORKlEr^OIs, 

TU I2ih August lbo9. ) Fui'Ui,u{ Agerd, Rarrov 


( ) 


No. 25. 

From Liontonaui (Ji'uonil M. Cttbuo.v, K.C.H., (‘oinmissionor for ilieGoverrmicTit of tlic 
'J’on'ilon(‘H of Uis tl)0 liajali of Mysore, io iljo Officiafiii}; SL'crotary to tbo Govern- 

iiieut of India, Foreign Dcpartnunit, No. 218, datcil Uanguloiv, th(* lUMi NovemW, 185l). 

1 HAVE the honor to acknowlctlii^e llie receipt of Chyular IctlerH 
Nos. .SOtO and of the Soth of May and JiSth June last, respec- 

livcdy, callin^^ on nio to suhmit my opinion and su^g’ostions on the 
suhject of f^rantirifr Titles and Honorary Distinctions on the Natives 
and Cliiofs of India. 

2. I have made every endeavour in my power, in a (pjiet way, to 
arrive at the oinnions of the most intolliovnt and trustwortliy i)crsons 
in this territory, as well as of the most respcetahle of the* Iravtdlov^ 
who j)a^s to and fro from the eontiji^uoiis districts, as to (ho tliouglits 
and feelings willi whi(‘h tlui measure adveri(‘d to would probably be 
received, and have in evauy instance been led to the same eonebision, 
namely, tluit however desiral)le and politic its introduction might be 
at a future period, tlie people in these i>arls are hardly prepared tor it 
at present ; not that they do not prefer our Rule t o that of any oi])or 
foreiguers, hut that they are strongly imj>resscd witli the belief that 
a revolution is iinpending, wliieli will sweep ns away, and that any 
honor received at our liands w^ould expose its jios.sessor to pensecutioii 
from a future luaster. 

3. That such sentiments should prevail so shortly after the 
su])pressiou of the late disturbance, and notwilhsianding tlie numerous 
lessons taught the pco]>le, of the re.sistless power of linglnnd, would 
appear incredible to those who liav^e no experience of the native* 
character and credulity as it is found in tbe.se parts. But the truth 
is, the country has hcen over-run by agents of sedition ; and between 
preieiulod propbc'cies of the approach of the tenth Avatara of 
Visnoo, and our own newspapers teeming with lierce invective 
against the past policy of Government, and strongly advocating the 
dismemherment of the Empire, the public mind is unsettled to such a 
degree, that it is not long since a groat multitude assembled on the 
borders of this territory and Cudapah, not with any design to create 
disturbance, but merely to consult du the measures most projier to be 
taken for their security, when the expected change should arrive. 
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1*. Whon tills impression sluTll have passed away, amMho people 
have settled down into full eonUdonce in the stability of the British 
Rule, and hoii^iin to regard it as the only fountain of honor, then 
indeed it may he considered certain, that a race so full of vanity, and 
fond of ostent ation as the Mahoinedans of these jmrts, will e.ii^crly 
seek for, and A)C hii^hly gratified liy, aii^^ titles or marks of honor 
which the Government may he pleased toWnfer. But Ihnse distinc- 
tions to he rendered valuable in their eyes/ and to eermmand ^’oneral 
respect, should emanate cither from Her Majesty the (iuoen, or the 
Viceroy of Imlia. : and oven in that (iase, it is not certain that they 
would be coveted hy the Hindoos, unless ac<‘ompaiued by sulistanlial 
henefilp. Of this foeline^ I can fi^ive an example hiu;hly illustrative of 
thg Hindoo character, which passed under my own ohser\ati(Ui many 
years ajro, on the occasion of the Governor General invest inn^ •a Non- 
Commissioned Oflieer with the Order of Mairlt, and pinniiii^llie ribbon 
on bis breast with his own hand, in front of a loufi^ line of troops 
under arms. 

llarlldar , — What increase of pay docs this ^‘ivc me? 

Lord inilidio. — Nothin;^’ at present ; but perliaps it may come 
by and by, after continued ^’ood conduct, 

, Unmldar , — With a fa<*e expressive of ^:reat disa])])ointment and 

disgfist. This ribbon will nut fill the bellies of my w ih; and 
chilJreii.^^ 

5. T bad many opjiortunities of knowing, that the Havildar’s 
language on this occasion was generally considered to Ix^ highly 
sensible and pro])dl’, and that in their social inlereonrsc, th(‘ distinction 
received gave him no consideration whatever iu the eyes of his 
countrymen. 

C. The preceding observations apply only to tbo state of bociely 
and feeling in these parts, where I conceive the fitting time has not 
yet arrived for introducing any general or comprehensive scheme of 
granting titles such as that proposed by Doctor Balfour, retaining, 
however, the provisions of the Resolution of the Supreme Government, 
dated the 150th of May 1829, and taking into consideration any 
application which showed that the ^)plicant duly appreciated the mark 
of distinction which he solicited. 
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7. I'brg to add that ihcrc^isnot a single native alive within 
the Mysore territories, on whom any title or lionorary distinction has 
l>ecn conferred by the British Government, or by any prof*eding 
Government. Some seventeen PoKgar families there are, living on 
small pensions from the Government, who arc highly disaffected and 
burning with impatience to recover tlie possessions o£ which their 
ancestors were deprived by Ilyder and Tippoo, and wlio are kept in 
order only bytlie strength of tlic Government, and a few other 
persons of no consideration, who assume the addresses of the offices 
lield by their forefathers ; l)nt neither of these sooni to be included 
ill the letter from Government. 

8. T greatly regret that I have not been able, at an cadier period, 
fo return an answer to the letters under acknowledgment. But on 
a snbj(Hit of tliis nature, , it is both t(‘dions and diffieult to obtain 
information, that can be depended on, of the workings of the native 
mind. 

I have, &e., 

(Signed) M. CITBBON. 


No. 26. 

t 

From TT. L. Am:)T:usok, Ks((uiro, vSccrctary to Iho (lovorniiKMit of l?oml)ay, to ilio 
So(Ti'lnr^' to tlu‘ CioviTiiiucnt of India, in tlio Foreign Df*imrLineni, No. 101, dated the 
r)th necoinbev, lSa9. 

As connected with Mr. TTnder Secretory Simsorw’s letter No. 3019, 
dated the JMay last, and the correspondence which accompanied 
it, relative' to the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to Natives 
and Native Chiefs of India, I am directed to forward to you, for sub- 
mission to Ills ICxcelloney the President in Council, the accompanying 
summary of the opinions of the Political and Magisterial Authorities 
in this Presidency, on the several questions mooted by the Govern- . 
mciit of India, in reference to a more regulated system of such grants, 

2. On a review of these proceedings, the following minutes 
were recorded by the Right IIoltH>le the Governor and the Ilon^hlc 
H. W. Reeves : 
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The Rhjlit Ilon^hle the Guveraor, • 

I <lo not tliink it is desirable to lay down any very stringent 
rule for the grant of titles, but it seems to me that no British Indian 
subject should be allowed to bear any title, unless conferred or con- 
firmed by Her Maj(sty or by Her Majesty’s Roiircseiitatives in this 
country. Hereditary Titles might bo conferred cxtdnsivoly l)y the 
(iucen as the Fountain of Honor; uon-hcreditary distinctions, as herev 
toforo, by the Governor General, and perhaps in the lower grades, by 
the Governors of Presidencies and Lieutenant Govcriun’s. In the case 
of hereditary TiUes, whether derivCvl from the Afogul Emperors or 
the British Crowii, 1 would require, in conforniity with the ancient 
custom of the country, that on each succession there would bo a 
formal eonlirination or recognition of the grant by the Sovereign, an^ 
a corresponding Nuzzerana on the part of the inheritor of tlieiitle. 

I think that the Orders of Merit and of Ibitisli India might 
with advantag(i bo granted to Civil as well as Military Odieers, 
and even to persons not in Government eini)loy. If a higher class of 
these Orders were establisliecl, which could be coiderred upon Nativ.e 
Princes, it would, 1 have no doid)i, be appreeiatcil by them, and it 
might be sparingly bestowed upon rerj didtuf/Kifilied Native Oflieers, 
(^ivil and Military; but tiu; great ditlieulty will always be to bestow 
thesij honors judiciously and sparingly; if they are lightly or too 
Irculy bestowed, tliey will soon lose all value/’ 

The Ih»dble H. W. lliiKvi'.s. 

I think that the Order of Merit, as well as of Brillsli India, 
would be usefully extended to Native Civil Olliccrs of tluj State, and 
to Natives generally. 1 fully concur in opinion with the Right Ilon’ble 
Piesident, that those honors should be eonferred sparingly and Judici- 
ously, and that tluy will ileservedly lose their value if dispensed with 
an unsparing or too liberal a hand. The bestowal of honorary dist inc- 
tion ought not to originate iu a mere desire to make the Government 
popular ; it should be the reward of really lionorable meritorious eon- 
diici. I am entirely opposed to any thing like ^showering down 
titles and honors' in imitation of Native Sovereigns ; for such policy 
would be utterly inconsistent with^ritish principles^ and would soon 
bring our Government into contempt. 
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Wc •^cannot be too cautious* in originating new titles, more 
particularly at tlic present moment, which I confess I do not think 
has been happily chosen for the discussion of this subject ; for if the 
Natives of India value Her Majesty Rule, they may and will object 
reasonably to the introduction of honorary distinctions of a purely 
Native character. At the same time, I conceive that British titles and 
distinctions must be inapi)licahle to them generally, and if the posi- 
tion of (lovemment and of European society has always been a 
matter of difliculty and delicacy with reference to the Natives of this 
country, it is certainly now more complicated than ever. 

I 

Care should be taken, lam of opinion, in selecting honorary 
distinctions or Titles, that they hear the imi)ress of British principle, 
^ that they may he of purely British origin at any rate. The OiMer 
of Briti-^h India and the Order of Merit ajipcar to me very appropriate 
under this view, and I would tlicrefore ex:iciid them as proposed. 1 
would devise no now titles, hut merely make use of those now in use. 
Thus, supi)osing aMamlutdar, ora Native gentleman without a title, 
to. be adinliled to either oftliese Orders, they would he addressed as 
Rao Bahadoor or Khan Saheb, &e. Some Natives in this Presidency 
have titles already, and it will notin all cases he appropriate to ask a 
Native of rank to adopt the title along with the Order. For instance, 
the Oliorepura^'s of Dutwaur, in iho Soiitliern Miiralha Country, 
were some of them in tlio Poona Horse ami have the title of 
‘ Ameer-ol-OVjtura.' The Ghorepuray of Moodhol is Mlaja Baha- 
door;’ it would be no additional distinction to call a member of these 
families ‘ Kao Bahadoor.’ 

I concur in tlic opinion expressed by the Right Honorable 
President, that honorary titles sliouUl, if hereditary, proceed from Her 
Majesty the CiueLUi, and iioii-liereditary distim!tious, as heretofore, from 
the Governor General, or from the Governors of Presidencies ; but my 
remarks it will be seen Jo not contemplate any new' honors of an here- 
ditary nature.^^ 

# 

»3. I am also on this occasion desired to submit copies of the 
opinions of the Judges of the Bombay SudJer Adavvlut, together with 
a Summary of the reports pariiciCarised by the Judges, relative to 
the important subject uuder notice. 
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4. On these proceedings tlig following Minnie was j’ceordod hy 
the Ilon^le A. Mal#t : 

''It appears to me tliat the great want among our Native fellow 
snhjccts in India is a definition of relative rank between Natives and 
Europeans, such as will in some degree secure to the former those 
social coLirtciiies to which their position may entitle them. I do not 
think that any titles will be much coveted unless they secure to the 
possessor a statU'? in society recognized by the European community. 
Prccedenec among his own countrymen is of course desirable, but i( 
is valueless in comparison with the higher stop which the other will 
confer. 

The personal popularity of Europeans inindiais, I believe, more 
d(ipondant'than wc are generally willing to admit, on tlie due ohsev,- 
vanoe of social courtesies. The justice of an oHicial imn\^diately 
alfeets hut a small class ; his muuificendl^ bonellts only tliose who 
need it, while all classes, including those who may be excluded from 
l)enefitting by his munificence, appreciate those feelings whicli ensure 
to them those courtesies of social life which they so highly prize. 

I do not anticipate, from the measure I advocate, tliat imme- 
diate effect whicli I Iiopc will follow on many concurrent causes, hut 
it will be a step in the right direction, from which there can be no 
regjession. 

While this country was under the direct management of the 
IIoiiMde East India Company, there might liavc l)cen many objections 
to such a course, but now that it is under the direct (Jovernmeut ol’ 
Her Majesty, no /oyal prerogative will he infringed. 

If, as seems not improbable, financial necessities rocpiire the 
imposition of an income tax, I think it might bo arranged without 
difficulty, that the ranks of Gentleman and of Esquire might follow 
the payment of certain rates, so that enhanced taxation would carry 
with it the more elevated rank. 

* While suggesting the bestowal of relative^ rank as a general 
measure to affect a great portion of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects, 
I think that special titles for special Reasons, such as service to the 
Government and to the public, •hould not be withheld ; tifese will 
necessarily be few, and with them I think that decorations, to be 
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returned op the death of the owner, should be given. These titles 
miglit 1)0 so arranged as to place their possessors ^t the head of the 
general class to which they may belong. 

" I do not iliink that any of these special titles should be here- 
ditary, hut I would not withhold hereditary titles for extraordinary 
causes, and in cases in vvhich estates might be conferred by Government, 
or even when it might bo in the power of an individual to entail 
sufficient furtmio-to prevent the honor from sinking into contempt. 

The rules for granting all honors should, I think, be promul- 
gated by the Crown, to which also I woidd restrict the actual bestowal 
of hereditary titles, and perhaps the highest of those which arc not 
lierediUry. All the others for which decorations would be bestowed 
should, I am of opinion, be given by the Viceroy in Council, at tfie 
recoininendation of the local Governments, under whose jurisdiction 
the as])irant may become entitled to the honor.^^ 

5. The following further Minute, concurred in by the Hou^ble 
Mr. Reeves, was recorded by the Right Ilon'ble the Governor : 

• Having already recorded my sentiments, I shall not detain the 
lIonMde Board by any repetition of them, but I think it due to the 
|[onMjlc Mr. Malct to add a few remarks upon his Minute of the 
l[3ih instant. 

There can be no doubt that any grant of titles or honors to 
Natives will be incomplete, if it does not convey to them, some relative 
precedence with Europeans. In Java, I believe that the Dutch confer 
Military rank upon the Native Chiefs, and I remember the Admiral 
Ari('ns who commanded the Dutch Squadron in v/hich His Royal 
TIighness Piincc Henry of Orange was serving as a Lieutenant, and 
which c.‘imc to Madras when I was there, asking me what rank the 
Nawab of the Carnatic held ? In the Dutch colonies, I was informed 
he would probably have held the rank of Colonel or Lieutenant Colo- 
nel, I believe that this is also the Russian system, and that the descend- 
ants of the Kings of Georgia, and .the Khans of the Crimea, together 
with many lesser Chtefs who still enjoy some shadow of power, are 
honored with Commissions in the- Imperial Army. 

I* do not know’ whether this •system could be introduced here, 
but perhaps the Princes and Chiefs might have a scale of precedence 
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allotted to them ; the hi^^liest ftinking; with Major (lenorals and 
Civilians of 30 years'^standinj ; while it would certainly be convenient 
to assign some relative rank to our Native Judges and Magistrates 
who are now liable to be treated with indignity by young liuropean 
Officers who do not understand either the position of these Native 
officials or th^jir own. 

I cannot concur with my TIonMdc colleague in thinking that 
it would be proper to connect the grant of rank and* honors with the 
payment of a certain amount of Income Tax. In the first place, I 
hope that there will be no income tax, or other attempt at direct 
taxation, whicli I have no doubt will be the most unpopular mode of 
rocruiliug our finances wliich wc can ’possibly adopt. In the next, 
T object to this proposal because it would connect in the Native 
mind the grant of honors and rank, which should proceed fi^pm the 
free grace of the Crown, with the payment of a hateful impost ; and 
thirdly, because those who would thus purchase prccedeuco, would be 
almost exclusively wealthy banians and shrotfs, who are already placed 
under our rule in a much higher position than tlieir class ever held 
under any Native Government, and whose further elevation would be 
very galling to the lauded aristocracy, which they are already gradually 
but sufficiently rapidly supplanting.^^ 

^ G. I am desired to add, with reference to Mr. Secretary Beadon's 
letter No. 3841, dated the 20th Juno lust, that returns in accordance 
with the instructions of II is Excellency the Governor General of 
ludia ill Council, showing the Titles conferred on Native Chiefs and 
others by the British Government, and of those claimed or assumed 
within the scope of the authority of this Government, are und(M- 
preparation, and will be submitted as soon as completed. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON. 
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No. 27. 

SUMMARY. 

t 

The Collector and Magidrate of Dharimr. — The British Govern- 
ment, in Mr. Ogilvy’s ypinion, is placed at a disadvantage, with respect 
to the grant of titles, compared with Native Governments, as it 
cannot hold out to the ambition of its native subjects tlic higher oflices 
of tlie State, nor can it afford to dissi])ate its resources by the bestowal of 
large territorial .and other assignments. He is, however, of opinion 
that a I'urtlicr judicious distribution of Homers, tlian, those already 
granted, to d()serving persons of all classes, would cloul)tless be gratifyingto 
them, and would ju’omote their loyalty. 

It is very desiral)le, he considcTs, that the love of distinction i9nd 
mordinate pride of the native mind, as excnijdified by caste, exclusiveness 
in mattej’s of food and dress, ui cruel rites and customs, &c., should be 
divci'ted from what is evil to that which is good and worthy of imitation. 

In paragraph 5 of his report, Mr. Ogilvy describes the', course adopted 
by tli(i late Mahratta Government, which does notapj)ear to have granted 
iiu're Honorary Distinctions, but to have eouferrod on its principal ollicers 
suitable titles and largo asslgnmenis of laud ; advancement to ofliee, lie 
shows, was oftencr the result of porsonal favor and intrigue than of merit, 
and the hereditary system of emjdoyiiient fostered by native rule, while it 
perptduated mediocrity and iiieHieicncy, secured the attachment of iliany 
families to the existing Govcrnuiciit. 

As a contrast, Mr. Ogilvy presents the system pursued by the British 
Government, which aims at securing cflicieney hy promoting merit, and in 
uniting universal obedience to law, by b(\stowing a large share of personal 
liberty, lie then points out the privilege.s conferred on the Feudatory 
Chiefs of the country, who adhered to the British cause, and also the 
powers (‘onferredhy Act XIII. of 1812, for vesting landholders wortliy of 
distinction with Police and Civil powers, and alludes to the titles coii- 
buTod on JiuUeiiil ami Hcvonue Ofilcers, and to the publication, in the 
(jovcnimrnt Gazette, of the names of contributors to works of public 
utility. 

It does not appear to liim to he expedient that the British Govern- 
ment shpuld borrow titles used by the Native Governments, which made 
a distinction between Hindoos, Maho^iedans, and others, and thus perpe- 
tuate the memory of former dynasties; but rather adopt titles of its own, 
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eomnion to all ereotls and classes. Tliis object, he thinks, mi^ht perhaps 
best be secured by the adoption of English appelhitioiis witli some modiil- 
catiou. 

Hereditary titlts, ho considers, should he bestowed on PiWos and 
great landholders, whoso possessions can pennani‘iitly su])]>ort tlieir 
dignity. Tlioy should eiiianato directly from the Crown, and sliouhl not 
he conferred unless for special reasons, as for services vemlercd to ilie 
State, or to the cause of huinanitv, and might hi^ rendert‘d more acccplahlo 
by autograi>h letters frdm the Sovereign. 

The acconipauiinent ofHonorary Distinctions would, in his opinion, 
enhance the valifo of grants of lands and pensions to Chiefs and others, 
who adhered to the Hritish cause during the late I'chellion. 

^ Ff it wlTO designed to mark the satisfaetion oi‘ the Sovereign towaivls 
a Prince for liaviiig suppressed Suttee or Female Infanticide, tlio title of 
“ lEigliriess,” “Grace,” or “ Eveellencv,” migl^^, in his oi)inion,l)e conferred, 
a<*coui[)juued by a star or collar, a ribbon or lianner, for display on Slate 
occasions; butting grant of spl^cial Honors marking the extinction of 
foruK'r harharisiiis, would probably be more aciaiiitaldo if conferred without 
indicating the cause. 

As the Honors provided for the Native Army liave been jilaeod on a 
satisfactory footing, he proceeds to consider wliat Civil Honors arc* rc((uired. 

► The dilferent classes of title to he eonforred, lie states, might he 
divided into three grades, 1o which special preeedcnco might be attached. 
For services rendered to the Static, the titles conferred might he such as 
“ distinguished,” “veiT distinguished,” ami “ most distinguished,” and as 
piihlic services, whctlier civil or military, may lx* esteemed eipially deserving 
of honor, precedeiu*e might be given according to tlie dates of titles. 

In addition to distinctions granted tor Civil and Military serviei‘s, Mr, 
Ogi Ivy proposes the grant of similar Honors for great learning ami ]mblie 
spirit, and also for acts of muiiiticencc. The latter, in his opinion, should 
not rank so lii^h as others, as wealth has its own advantages, and rewards 
for acts of charity detract from their intrinsic merits. But as tini natives 
of this country are prone to incur lavisli eA])eiiditure in the hope of 
acquiring posthumous fame, titles given in reward for such acts would be 
most ajipropriatc, be thinks, and most valued, if made hereditary. 

Native subjects esteemed worthy of the liighest Honors might, in his 
opinion, be made Honorary’ Privy Cotnsellors for India, with some’suitable 
decoration. 
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As hoforc stated, Mr. 0;>ilvy con^dcrs that all hereditary Honors and 
Titles of the highest grades should emanate directly from the Crown ; 
titles of less dignity, he says, might he conferred hy the Grovernor General, 
and the lowest titles might be given by the Local Governments, on the 
recommendation of Heads ol Departments. 

As Honors granted without limitations would cease tp bo Distinc- 
tions, he suggests that the number of Honors for each grade should be 
fixed for a certain period, and then increased, if found necessary. 

English forms of address appear to him to be most appropriate for 
Englisli Honors;' but these and other matters connected with the grant of 
titles might he determined by a Committee of Europeans and natives. 

The Collector and Magistrate of Bel gaum . — The several points proposed 
for consideration by the Government of India are noticed conscrcutively^by 
Mr. Seton Karr, After enumerating the titles best known to the Natives 
of this Prosideney, he proceed^ to consider the propriety of adopting native 
in preference to English appellatioiH of Honor. It may be questionable, bo 
says, whether it would be good policy tofelect titles calculated to keep 
alive the recollection of the pomp of bygone dynasties ; but as neither the 
events of the past, nor their results can be obliterated from the page of 
history, he doubts whether any new-fashioned distinctions would be so 
generally aeciqitable as the old and well-known titles, with their 6U])])lc- 
meiital a])peIlatioiis, as “ noiirisher of the poor,” (fee., which have been trans- 
mitted from mouth to mouth, and from gemmation to generation. 

Sliould it, liovvover, seem objectionable to borrow the forms of preced- 
ing times, he considers that there would he no difficulty in devising new 
a])pellations, of which ho furnishes examples. Titles derived from the 
Sanskrit would, in his opinion, be best adapted to the intelligence of the 
people of this rrosidency. 

The rank and precedence to accompany titles might bo easily 
arranged, he says, by dividing the recipients into classes of Sirdars, the first 
class being composed of Princes and Chiefs, exercising sovereign rights, 
and “ all other classes being open to merit of every kind.” 

Precedence would follow in the order of the different classes, but 
exemption from the jurisdiction of ordinary Courts should, on no account, bo’ 
recognizt'd in future creations. 

The forms of address which, in his o])mion, should be observed, are the 
titles themselves, with the addition Hi every ease of Rao Baliadoor ; and as 
the length of titles is intimately associated in the native mind with ideas 
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of dignity, lie suggests that the Sirdais of each class should he ^entitled to 
take, in addition to their own, the ap}>ellationB of every class helow thenu 

High social position, great wealth, and eniim‘nt Civil and Military 
services should, he thinks, form grounds of admission into the •}>r()posed 
institution, and all titles should emanate from Her Majesty's Viceroy in 
India, on the recommendation of the Lo^l Governments. Hoivdiiary titles 
should only be eonferrod on Princes and great landed ])roprietors, a hand- 
Bome nuz/oranali being paj able on each renewal or grant. 

In conclusion, Mr. Seton Karr observes that the Distinctions formerly 
most prized, as elephants, mace-hearers, aptageert'es, JLe. are now comi)ara- 
tively little valut^l, as there is no restriction on their use, and it is remark- 
able, lie adds, that the Southern Mahratta Jagheerdars have no titk's. 

The Cidhrtor and Magistrate of Sholapoor. — In the opinion of Mr. 
GolTlfmch, titles should be both hereditary and personal, just as in Kiiglaiul 
there are the I'cernge and Orders of Knighthoo^l. In the case of hereditary 
titles, the recipients should he obliged to entail ])ropcrty sufficient to support 
the ilignity of the titles conferred ; and, as a rule, lie presumes, liereditary rank 
will he assigned to men of large fortune, who will he in a position to make the 
necessary provision. In instances in which the same rank and title arc be- 
stowed as a reward for service, the Distinction would he personal, and should, he 
considers, he ncconipaiiied by a life grant, equal to the minimum amount fixed 
for entailincnt on the holder of the hereditary title. 

* As regards the personal titles analogous to the Knglish Orders of Knight- 
hood* they will carry with them, he says, no emoluments, hut should be accom- 
panied by some decoration to he worn on occasions of ceremony, and tlicse, as 
w ell as hereditary titles, should entitle the holder to assume a certain dress for 
liimsidf or servants, so that his rank might he recognized in places of public 
resort. • 

The Collector an#Magistrate of Poona. — Mr. G. Inverarity is of opinion 
that the proposed institution should he confined exclusively to natives ot India, 
and otherwise concurs generally in the views expressed by the Government 
Agent of Che]>aTik. 

The Collector and Magistrate of Ahmednuggur. — Mr. Fraser Tytler 
enumerates the chief official titles in use in the Ahmednuggur Collectorate. 
He is of opinion that no change is necessary in existing titles. Irij cases of 
rare merit, the usual higher titles should be granted, as Sliumsheer Bahadoor, 
Aliza Bahadoor, Rajah Bahadoor, &c. ^^here the claims are of a higk order, 
decorations and substantial advantages should, he thinks, be added. Titles 
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should be hereditary where the merits gf the individual warrant the concessioiu 
Each case, in his opinion, should be decided on its own merits, as an unvarying 
nile would not work well. Three orders, at least, seem to him necessary alike 
lor (Vivil ,and Military, to meet the many cases that must arise, all differing^ in 
details. 

The Collector and Maghtrnte^of KhandeisL — Mr. Mansfield states that 
the question relative to the g'rant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions is so fully 
disposed of by the Government of India, that he has little further to add than 
his testimony to their great appreciation by Natives of India, and his opinion 
that their more .frequent bestowal, with and without substantial advantages, 
w ould be attended with the very best effect. ^ 

The Political Superintendent of Saicunt JVarree, — Captain Schneider 
premises by remarking on the important influence which the measure under 
contemplation will exercise, by counteracting the opinion rather prevalent in 
the codntry, that the Hritish Government is desirous of extinguishing the 
native nobility, and that not only wmuld it induce a better feeling among the 
Sirdars tow^ards the Government, but would stimulate the w^ealthier classes, who 
have no standing beyond what their riches afford, to the performance of acts 
which might lead to real rank and distinction. 

Captain Schnefder is of opinion that titles should only he conferred by 
the head of the Supreme Govrnment for the time, but that if those intended 
f(»r the highest classes were conferred by Her Majesty the Queen, their value 
would he greatly enhanced. 

He is also of ojnnion, that titles should be granted with certain limitations ; 
as for instance, one title would carry with it the right of succession in perpe- 
tuity through the direct male descendants of the original grantee ; another 
would be for two generations ; a third for one ; and a fourth for the lifetime of 
the party on whom the title was conferred. 

The Collector and Magistrate of llutnagherr^fL.Mv, Turquand con- 
siders the questions proposed by the Government of India, first, with reference 
to the Native Army. Viewing the fidelity and devotion which, with some 
partial exceptions, marked the conduct of the Bombay Native Army during the 
crisis of 1857-58 — an army which contains for instance in the Southern 
Mahratta and Poona Horse, the clansmen, relations, and dependants of the 
Satara, Kolapoor and other Rajahs — viewing also the pre-eminently merito- 
rious services of certain Corps, particularly the 25th Bombay Native Infantry, 
he deeply feels that justice and good policy alike dictate that, by more widely 
recognizing and rewarding such services, the attachment of the Military classe.s 
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generally would be more fully secured*to our rule. To this end hr siijigrsts 
the creation of a Military Order, with decorations superior to the existing two 
classes of the too e,rcluslve Order of Hritish Iiulia. 

Further, reflection on the past and pre*«eiit eondition of the Native Army 
only tends to strengthen the impression at which he has arrived. 

The iiewVitle to Xativc Commissioned Oflieers of bi)th Kenuhir and Irre- 
gular Infantiy and Cavalry, should, he conceives, be In I’crsian, ah these cla'<ses 
generally know little of English ; and titles in the mellifliious high-sounding 
Persian would be more grateful to their ears. 

In bestowiit^ Honorary Distinctions and rewards as m’companiuuMits to 
Military Titles, he thinks that the practice of f»)rmer St)vereigns in, granting 
caparisoned horses, umbrellas, torch-hearers, &c. &.C., should not u holly he 
reeved, ancf especially ought grants which would permanently entail c\j)cnse 
oil the grantee or the Government to he avoided ; hut suhstantial rewards might, 
he says, be given in the shape of pensions, smalT grants of land, gold or siUcr 
mounted swords, handsomely finished lii e-arms, eaparisoned horses, Sac,. 

With respeet to the Native Prinees and (^hiefs who have loyally or 
actively assisted tlie llritish (iovernment during the crisis of lHr>7-5S, it 
appears to hiiii both just and pollticully expedient that they should be rewarded 
by titles, territorial grants, or reduction of tribute, according as eireumstances 
suggest. 

• For this high class, in Mr. Turquand’s opinion, a distinct order, comprising 
gradfjs, should ho instituted. Under the Mogul Fmpire, he (diserves, the Native 
Princes and (’hieftains were, without detriment to their local rank or authority, 
enrolled amongst the higliest nubility of the State. Faithful and zealous service 
was rewarded by appointments as Viceroys of provinces, or liy investiture witli the 
insignia of the fish ^Mahi Muratil’*'), the grant of a Nalki PalUi, or fans of 
peafowl’s feathers (Mtt^hulf) ; titles were uNo aee.ornpanioil by honorary dre.sses 
(Kheluts), elephants, Willy eaparisoned horses, 8te., hut for'thcbe, he says, might 
be better substituted valuable medals, handsome carriages and horses, with 
gorgeous trappings, watches set with jewels, &e. 8tc. 

• For a description of the Mahi Muratd, Mr. Turquand refers, in a note, to tlio Asiatic 
Journal, Vol. 27, new senes, for September and December, 1838, and the Vol. for May and 
August, 1840, and adds, “ old men now living in Poona speak with ontliusiasm of the investi- 
ture of the Peshwa Sawai Madborrow with the Mabi MuratU and Nalki, conveyed by Sciridia 
from the Emperor of DelhL’* 

t In another note, Mr. Turquand states on#hc authority of the TIon’ble Mr. Elphmstone, 
that a long war between Kolapoor and Sawnnt Warree was occasioned by the Emperor of 
Delhi granting to the Sawunt Warree Chief the right to use a Morchul. 

n 
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Titich tu Xativc and (’liiefs, for reasnns already ^iven, sijoulJ be 

in Persian, and with lliis view lie siipr^fcsts tlie appoinfcmeiit of a Committee of 
I’ciHian scholars, liuropean and Native, for the selection of the mosjt appro- 
priate titles conferred by Native Sovereigns, or for devidiig new apiirojiriate 
titles. 

He next eonsidtirs the ease of the iiierchants, bankers, aihl others, who 
have applied their wealth to the advancement of civilization and to the estah- 
lishrnent of works 'of publie ulility. For this important and lionorahle class, 
a separate order, composed of at least three grades, should, he thinks, he Insti- 
tuted, to he designated the, order of philanthropy or general hent*v<dem;e, tlie 
highest class being cxelinivcdy nstricted to those whose works had displayed 
pliilanihropy of the most catliolie character. 

As regards the aceoiripaniirients to titles eonferred on this order, the 
(lovernipent can hardly do better he thinks than follow the praetice of the 
Native (lovernments, which usually granted sowcars, merchants, and other 
native gentlemen of wealth and respee.tahility, the privilege of having .Jassoods 
and silver sticks to go before their palkees and carriages. This privilege of 
having Jassoods uith silver sticks, says Mr. Tnnpiand, was conferred on some 
wctilthy and ros|)ectahle unlive gentlemen of Surat, by Sir Jo) in Malcolm, when 
he visited Surat, and when also conferred on^the Kohval of that jilace, 
Ardeshir Dlmnjeesliah Khan, tlic 'J'itle of Ibdiadoor, accomjianied by a gold 
medal and the present of a (•alkec and Sw’ord. 

To correspond w ith the proposed three clashes of the Military Order, there 
should be, he thinks, three classes «»f a (*ivil Order to he, eonferied on the 
highest Native Political, Judicial, and Kevenue Ollicers, for prc-emitu*nt service 
in the civil administration, and the titles to he eonferred tor such service need 
not necessarily he the same or always dift’erent from those already noticed. 
Native Oftieers in the Police of the Heg illation Districts should not, in his 
opinion, he permitted to cinim Military titles and accn^Pkiiiineiits so long as 
the Police is civil; Imt Native OtHeers of a strictly Military Police might he 
granted Military titles and accompaniments fur services of a strictly military 
character. * 

As to tlie conditions under which titles should he granted, Mr. Turquand 
is of opinion that those granted t.o Native Princes and Chiefs should be heredi- 
tary. The force of circumstances will, he apprehends, prevent titles to the 
Native Army being hereditary. Titles in the proposed order of philanthropy, 
unless of an hereditary nature, should qi’dinarily not be so, and restricted, w'hen 
hereditary, to the first class in the order, or to grants made hereditary for very 
special reasons in the patent. 
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In any cast* iii which imlivc (MiidWatcs for Titles fiom the Hivtish Govorn- 
mejit may be d(‘servin^ of Engli>h titles ami di^-nifies, and would prefer them 
to Asiatic titles, in consequence of a predilection for English maimers, &c. 
English titles and di^Toities, he thinks, niiirljt he conferred. He citeik the case of 
the late Venerable Sir lamsetjee Jejeehhoy as one in point. 

Mr. Tunpiand then proceeds to consider the propriety of reco|fuizinff 
titles jrranted by the Pageant Emperor of Delhi, On the one hand, he says, the 
Emperor may be ronsid(*rcd a mere titular Sovereiirii from the time he was 
pensioned hy Lord Lake. On the other hand, tlic Hritish Government consi- 
dered it in some decree expedient to govern in his name ; while the Marquis of 
Ilasihit^Sj in the«arly part of his administration, reeof^nized titles conferred hy 
the Emperor, and even caused the Emperor to confer them. IFe is jjierefore. 
of opinion that litli‘S conferred hy the Emperin s of Delhi should be respected 
aiff! eonfirnied by the Hritish Government in all eases where there nii^lit not he 
special valid olqeetioiis to sneeessioii thereto. It also apj»eais to^liim that 
every title in India derived from the EmpeiTn’s should, in annlofry to the 
practice of every soverei«^M pow'er in India, he formally eonlirmed on tlie part 
ot Her Majesty the Queen, at caeh succession, on reetdpt of Nnzzerana. 

Finally, he considers hy wliom titles should he granted, ami remarks 
in passiiic; on the disadvantaj^cs under winch a forei^,^n (loverniiient hihois 
in rnakine;- such ijiants. All titles eonferred on Native Princes and Chiefs 
should, in his opinion, be eonferred hy Her .Maj *sty the Queen, as the source 

of honor. If jj^rantees do not ^o to Enjrland for investiture liy Her Majesty 

in Jtrnprhi prrsond, the investiture, he says, should he made on the part of 
Her Majesty hy the Viceroy of India, or hy the Viceroy throuffh the 
Governors of Presidencies. Thi’«. w'onid tend to make* tlic N<itive IVincoH 
rej;ard themselves as the \’as«als of the Queen, while Her Majesty w'oiild 
appear more as in tiie place of the Emperor of Delhi, and the titles thus 
heeome more liijrhl^ prized.* The same mode of investiture should be 
adopted for every hereditary title conferred ; all oth?^ titles miffht he 
conferred hy the Viceroy throu'j:h tlic (iuveruors cjf Presidene/ies, who 
should reeimimend, hut not conter them. 

Mr 

Ai^ent for thr Hiffht Tlonhle the Governor at Snrnt, — .Mr. Ilehbert is 
of opinion that some chanpfe should he made, in the, titles now jriven, or 

others added to them, and thinks the order to lie. established should be of 


• Mr, Turquftnd, referring to Thornton’s lintwh India, Vol 1.. page 9J 04 wutes' 

« Tho Nizam, after he hod in other resects assumed independence, relencMf giants of 
high Titles for the confirmation of the Emperor of Delhi” 
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a character t#* mark the existing Raj. » He questions the policy of binding 
down the recollections of the people to the past, and in all our titles 
recalling the days of their greater independence under Rulers of their own. 
Oil this ground the “Order of British India” commends itself to him, 
but he tliinks that some of the titles and distinctions attached to it should have 
a greater aflin<1 y to those of Hiitaiii. 

r 

lie is aiso of opinion Unit titles should he aeconipanied by a decoration 
of Rome sort, like^ those of the Order of the Hath in England, or the Legion 
of Honor in France, and preeedenee should he attached to them. They should 
carry no pecuniary emolument with them, hut he sought as honorable,” no 
room being given for the intiiision of a lower motive ; but this need not 
])revent tjieir being aeconipanied Iiy grants of land or money, as the particplar 
occasion may demand. 

it ajipears to liim that titles should he bestowed in some marked public 
manner, ^nd not by simple aiitioiineemeiit in the Govcnnnrnt Gazette. In 
no ease sliould they he hereditary, er be granted lor “ social position,” 
or should otheial rank he attaelied to them, as is now the case. But he sees no 
im|>ropriety in “ prolonged good conduct” or “ special services” being recog- 
nized and rewai'ded in the same manner as other acts eliciting the approbation 
of (iovernmeiit. 

He considers that there sliould be only one Order, consisting of three or 
four classes, divided into two branches. Civil and xMilitary, the numbers of 
each licing intimated, as it may be taken for granted that the Government will ' 
he careful its decorations do not become cheap. 

As the representative of Her Majesty, all titles in his opinion should 
emanate from the Viceroy and Governor General. 

• He is also of opinion that titles should be held out as an object of honor- 
able amhitition to every individual in the serviee of Government, and suggests, 
in conclusion, the propriety of enacting a law simultaneJfely with the institu- 
tion of the new Order, making it penal for any one to use titles and decorations 
to which he has no eluiin. 

The Actinfr Political in the Mahee Kant a. — Captain Raikes is of opi- 
nion that Honorary Distinctions should be conferred for great services and 
cousjHCUous merit of every kind, as is. the case in Europe. It appears to him, 
however, in the present transition state of society in India, that an honorary 
Order to he appreciated must be comprehensive. On the one hand, it should 
he adapted to classes like those in the Residency towns, making rapid advances 
towards civilization, and on the other, to those still in a primitive state. While 
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the former would appreciate the honor ^ beinjf enrolled in an hontfrable Order 
or institution, the latter, he thinks, niig^ht not iniderstand or know how to value 
it in the absence of hij'h sounding appellations and material advantagfcs. 

Still, looking to the fifradua] growth of a more elevated sentiment, as 
education becomes diffused throughout the land, he believes that natives of 
India, distingi|ished in their age for gallant deeds, great talents, or other 
•extraordinary merits, would jjrefer being nominated to an hoiu»rary Order, with 
or without a title, in the nuiks of y'hich they would be asso.eiated with men, 
both European and Native, who had shed a lustre over India by their gallantry, 
talents, wisdom, or devotion. They would prefer nomination to such an Order, 
he thinks, thati she honored with titles such as Maharajah, &c., which would 
make the Order to which they belonged exclusive, or in other words, tbe Order 
would be composed of natives of India exclusively, and tbe inference might 
be deduced, that either Europeans are not deemed worthy of the Order or the 
Order of them. • 

Nothing less than a comprehensive honorary Order or institution which 
might take its rank amongst other national honorary Orders and institutions 
would, it seems to him, meet the requirements and progress of the Eastern 
Empire; and while the nomination to the Order slnnild he a inaik of Royal 
favor in acknowledgment of eminent civil and military services, or conspicuous 
merit, it should also he open to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, without 
reference to religion, caste, or color. 

tHe advocates the absorption of the present Order of Merit us being 
not only exclusively military, but confined to the Native Army of India, 
which in future must occupy a position somewhat different from that of 
times gone by. 

The dccoratiop of the proposed new' Order, in his opinion, migbt^he 
selected so as to suit all classes, as a collar or star, and a collar and star for 
the higher grade w’ould probably be the most suitable insignia. He also 
thinks that honors should be personal, and carry with them *110 substantial 
advantages^ while, if the Order were divided into tw^o classes, ('ivil and 
Military, it might be made to meet all the requirements for which it was 
instituted. 

All honors, he adds, should be granted in the name of Her Majesty, 
at the recommendation of the Supreme and Local Governments. 

The Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta . — Major Wallace is of opinion 
that a distinction should be drawm between civil and militaf7 servic/cs to 
the. State in the honorary rewards granted for them. 
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He isralso of opinion that no ^tle should be heiediUry, unless sup- 
ported by an entailed estate. 

That every hereditary title should be an Eii^flish one, and gfranted 
solely by •the Crown. 

That the sul)ordinatc Governments should have the power (under certain 
rules applicai)le to the whole empire) of granting iion-hereditar^ titles. 

That public sfwvants, after long and faithful service, should, on retire* 
incnt, receive Honorary Distinctions and titles, if recommended for the 
same. 

Such distinctions, he says, would be highly prized, even if no pecuniary 
advantairc accomjianicd them, * 

He is also of opinion that a substantial advantage aitncxed to such 
distinction or title should be the exception rather than tlih rule ; ,J:hat 
Europejjn functionaries holding high office should be instiueted to be 
careful in according to the recipients of such honors, due preccdeiu'e and 
respect ; and tliat lists should be made out by all such officers, of all persons, 
within their cognizance, possessing or claiming Titles, in order that a regis- 
ter (jf such persons should be compiled and printed for general information. 

Finally, lie IS of opinion that decorations as well as Titles and Honorary 
Distinctions should be granted, and that the customs of Natives will admit 
of a very wide range in the selection of such rewards. 

The PoUticnl Superintendent of Pahlnnpoor . — It ajipears to Colonel* 
Kcily, that titles should be more numerous and dir.tiiictive, as suggesteil by 
Dr. Halfour, so as to enable men of lower rank than Chiefs to participate in 
them, such ns palaiupiins, cliowrces, sun-shades, &c. 

Cases in which substantial advantages should accompany titles would, he 
co’bsiders, be exceptional. 

When Honorary Distinctions are required to be conferred on a Chief 
already a Nawab, the highest rank recognized by the Resolution of the 
Supreme Government of 18211, appropriate epithets in bis opinion might be 
affixed to the Chiefs and title, an increase made in the number of guns and 
trays, and his rank enhanced in interviews by the number of steps taken by 
the Secretary to meet him. 

Only in the case of Chiefs should honors be considered hereditary . 
special services, he conceives, should be considered as giving the first claim 
for distipetive honors. Social position and long good character, as a general 
rule, might be considered secondary, bift each case would have to be judged on 
its own merits. 
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All hig-h honors, htj adds, should bfi conferred hy the Qneeif, and lower 
titular dig’iiities hy the Local Governments. 

The »Mnght rate of Kaira. — Presuininf' that the Ordtir of British India 
and the Order of Merit are purely military distinctions, Mr. Gray sees no 
reason why civil divisions of those Orders should not he instituted anala- 
«fou8 to thostib of the Bath. The estimation in which the ordinary titles 
of Kao Bahadoor and Khan Baltadoor are generally held, induces him to 
think that the proposed new Orders would he highly prized hy Native 
Chiefs, piihlie officers, and jirivate individuals. es[iecially when conferred as a 
special honor, and not merely as tlie conct>milant of officiuil rank ; and that 
a still higher vaRie woidd he set upon titles which might be constituted 
hereditary. 

He also considers that the cxecuti<»n of works of pid)lie utility should 
not eonstitute a claim to Titles and llonoraiy Disliuctions, as the more sueh 
honors are valued the nearer su<*h a system wtndd upjnoacli to a ^u'stowal 
of them for mere peeiiniary consideration u[)on all those most able and 
willing to purchase. 

The Polifiral S a peri a tea deaf of JCdhapoor, — Mr. Havelock would 
recommend that a Civil Order t>f Brilish India he instituted, the mernhars 
of which should receive the titles of “ Sirdar Bahadoor” and Bahadoor 
that the two grades should have eatffi a specific, decoration ; and that the 
Order should he hL'stowTd for extraordinary services, and prcilonged good 
condiict, and generally for such meritorious actions as the (hivernnient may 
deem worthy of reward. 

The ]iossihility of olitaining a disriuction of tliis kind, however remote, 
would in his opinion tend to keep high Native fuiictiouaries honest, as 
much as the terrors hel I out hy the law, ami he would recommend, ou account 
of persons of this elSss, tliat Inmorary distinctions he aeeompaiiied hy a small 
additional income. 

He would also recommend the hesUmal of titles recognized hy previous 
usage in different parts of India ; hut it wuuld he difficult, he thinks, to arrange 
the local titles and epithets so as to find equivalents in a scale for general 
application. He suggests also, as a point for consideration, the extent to which 
it would be judicious to amalgamate portions of the old with the new nubility 
ol India. 

Mr. Havelock would in no case make the titles proposed for the Civil 
Order hereditary, though the Governmfiit should reserve to itself the right of 
permitting succession to certain titles. Special titles granted to hereditary 
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Sovereigns <7)ould, in accordance with the usage of Ilindoostan, he made lieredi- 
tary, as well as those granted to Chief of all grades holding hereditary estates. 

While he is decidedly of pinion that titles should not be bestowed upon 
European* British subjects (jtherwise than by the Crown directly, ho would hail 
it as a happy omen for the future of British India if an Order were instituted, 
emanating from the Crown, for which all classes of Her Majt^sty’s subjects, 
whether European or Asiatic, would be eligible, for meritorious service in India. 
Such a distinction. would, in his opinion, prove a very effectual means towards 
removing the prejudices of race hy affording an emphatic assurance that with 
our Sovereign and Her (jovernmeiit in India, true merit, whether in European 
or Asiatic, is equally prized. 

The Political lies'idenf at Aden . — Brigadier Coghlan remarks, that it 
never has been the custom in Arabia to grant Titles and Honorary Distinc- 
ions, those which are in use in that country being derived either by 
descent/ by the possession of feudal power, or hy office. 

He does not believe that any titles which could be conferred by the 
British Government would be appreciated by Arabs. 

He concurs with Dr. Balfour in thinking that it would be a measure of 
sound policy to recognize and reward merit more widely among all classes of 
Her Majesty’s subjects in India, both European and Native, 

He also considers with that officer, that the exclusive character of the 
Orders of British India and of Merit cannot fail to impress Natives with the 
idea either that Europeans are not worthy of those Orders, or that they are* not 
considered worthy of acceptance by Englishmen. A Native of India, observes 
Brigadier Coghlan, no matter what his rank or profession, would esteem a 
decoration far more highly if he saw the most exalted European Officers of 
the State wearing, with a legitimate pride, the same Order which adorned his 

breast. 

But whatever may be the mark of Distinction, he adds, whether a title or 
decoration, or both, its popular value will he regulated by the degree of judg- 
ment with which it is bestowed ; if the recipients be fairly and judiciously 
selected, it will confer honor upon them, and through them it may become an 
engine of strength to the State ; but if lightly or unworthily conferred for 
insignificant or for domestic service, it will .speedily sink into merited 
contempt. 

^ (True copy) 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON. 
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No. 28. 

Minute recorded by W. E. Freue, Esquire, Puisne Judl^, dated the l-lth October 1859 

Government required to be furniahed with the opinions of the Zillah 
J udges, and therefore their lettevs should be sent to Government, though 
some of them^are not exactly to the point referred. The attention of 
Government ought, however, to be called to Messrs. Loughnan, Erskine 
and Forbes* letters, which contain much that is valuable. , 

2. As regards our own oi)lnions which Government desire to have, 
I would observe that the opportunity has, in iny opinion, been lost, of 
placing Titles arnf Honorary Distinctions to Natives on a clear and intelli- 
gible footing. The subject is one that has long occupied my thoughts 
and I brought it forward, if I recollect right, in an annual report when 
Assistant Collector at Poona, some twenty years ago. 

3. I was then much struck with the ppwor and influence lin the 
country still held by the Deshmooks, and seeing that tlie policy of our 
Government was to depress and not to exalt these hereditary landlords, 
I brought to notice the mistake 1 thought we were making, and how desir- 
able it appeared to me to uphold and raise this allodial aristocracy, witli 
whose assistance i found I could do everything 1 desired, when the 
Mamlutdar and Governmftit servants failed. It would have been difficult 
even then to have restored and exalted these people, but now I fear it 
would be almost impossible : a generation has passed, and I fear that the 
stipendiary servants of Government now, so far as they are able, fill thcj 
place of the hereditary District Officers. We therefore have no base for 
operations, and Honors and Distinctions will for years, I may say for genera- 
tions to come, be excrescences raised by foreign rulers. Yet, with all this, 
I am not opposed t^ a system of Titles and Honorary Distinctions, but we 
shall find difficulties now to contend with that might some years ago have 
been easily overcome. 

4. Honors and offiees are in thei|ppaature convertible and synony- 
mous, and all honors ought originally to have duties or offides annexed to 
them, and it was these duties, the Government of a country, that gave 
dignity originally to our Earls, and. attending the King in his wars, that 
gave honor to the Knights ; the duties however have now passed away, but 
the honors survive in perhaps their full pristine glory. Without the duties 
annexed to them, the honors would socm have faded, and thence the. proper 
footing upon which to base any honors we now give should be to annex duties 
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to them, npt to make them mere emjty names : thus, if honors are given 
for service performed, some service should still be required, it might only 
be to take part in a pagean1||but even that should be exacted as making 
Hie status of the honored man. 

5. On the other hand, unless penalties are attached to the usurpation 
of these honors or titles by others, the title and honor will soon become 
valueless. The visitations of the Earl Marshall or the Provincial Kings 
were attended with much good in England in preserving honors even of 
being an “ Esquire,’* or “ Gentleman,” pure ; and much more will such be 
required in this pountry where, as we see ever\'^ native affeets the title of 
Mr. and Esquire, and ignores that of Kao Sahib or Kow Kahadoor, even if 

he has a right to it. 

• 

G. The footing, then, upon which I would place the grant of Honors 
and Distinctions is, that duties or offices should in all cases be annexed to 
those lionors ; that they should be most strictly guarded, and the usurpa- 
tion of either the title, insignia, or office, should receive degrading punish- 
ment ; and that when those who hold honors or distinctions are tried by a 
Session Court, the Jury (suppposing the Draft Bill for Criminal Procedure 
should i)ass) must be composed of persons of their own order, but they 
should have no other exemption from the ordinary procedure of Law. 

7 . 1 think that titles should be given for s#ial position, and in those 
cases the receiver should be bound to entail a landed estate on the title, 
and then, as well as whenever for distinguished actions land as well as honoi 
is bestowed, the title should he hereditary, hut only so long as the profperty 
remains free and uneneuinhored to the heirs. On a titled family falling 
into poverty, the same authority as has power to punish the improper use 
of titles, should have power to declare the title extinct, and punish the 
continued use of it as an usurpation. 

8 . On this footing, Titles and Honorary Distinctions might be conferred 
upon all ranks of Natives, and for every species of service as weH as for 
social position ; and if the rules ^^nst the usurpation of the titles be 
strictly enfonced, we may hope to raise an aristocracy (I wfth we could 
revive it) on this side oi India* 

9. The system will however haye much to contend with. In Bombay-, 
and the large towns and cities, from whatever cause it may have arisen,' a 
radical and levelling feeling has sprung up, which makes people neglect the 
common courtesies and respect due to those in superior rank or situation. 
We never see a Native in Bombay, however coarse and dirty his shoes may 
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be, take them off in the presence of ^he Governor evcm The phihlron who 
come to receive prizes at school examinations, take them from the Governor’s 
hand with their shoes on, and not one in ten^aking a reverence ; and at 
a large party at Parell last year, the only Natives I saw without shoos were 
the sons of the Nawab of Savanoor, then on a visit in Bombay, descendants 
of the house of Timour, and an independant Chief in his own State. They 
adhered to ilth old form of respect, which was ignored by all the far k»s8 
honorable men in Bombay. 

10. The other three points submitted to the consideration of Govoru- 
ment 

To define precisely the Titles which shall be given. 

The rank and precedence which shall accompany those Titles, ^nd 
The forms of address which shall be observed, 

are matters of detail, on wh^ the Court cannot bo expected to ^ive any 
opinion. Some information is contained in Mr. Loughnan’s letter, which 
shows, that on this side of India there was no classification of titles until 
our Government introduced them in 1829. I do not think those titles 
should be continued, they have not “ commended” themselves to the Natives; 
the character of the now titles should be such that all the Natives might 
apprehend their meaning but still have something in them to mark that 
they were derived from an European source, but nothing will save any 
titles or distinctions from neglect and scorn, unless the European com- 
munity unanimously agree to acknowledge and cordially to respect them, 
as we receive and respect honors among ourselves. 

(Signed) W. E. FRERE. ^ 


Minute recorded by II. IIakrisox, J^SKpiire, Puisne Judge dated the 22nd October ISbl). 

I coNcon that these letters should be laid before Government, and 
that we should direct attention to the observations of Mr. Loughnau, 
Mr. Erskine, and Mr. Forbes, on the subject referred for opinion and 
report. 

2. In my opinion, it is highly expedient that the practice of coii- 
•ferring Honorary Distinctions on the. Natives of India, should bo continued 
and extended. 

3. The present classes of honorary titles might remain, and additional 
ranks should be founded, to bo confej^ed by the Viceroy and Governor 
General, and by the Sovereign. 
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4. Thpfle hi^liest distinctions should be panted for such distinguished 

services, and to such distinguished position as call forth the highest marks of 
imperial favor in Europe, and they should represent a true Baronetage and 
Peerage, with Oriental Titles, in correspondence with the English. « The rank 
conferred by each should be defined in connection with English, as well as 
Indian ])rccedence, and proper inrignia to be worn on all State occasions should 
be assigned. • 

5 , Precedents already exist of a Baronet and a Military Knight Com- 
mander of the Bath erected by the Crown amongst the Natives of India, — th(3 
first for high social position, and the latter for Military service as an ally of 
the British Government. The Crown will now be looked to as the source of 

r 

the highest honors and distinctions by the Indian subjects of the British 
Empire, and those emanating from other authority will be esteemed in propor- 
tion ordy. 

(>. ^ These highest distinctions should, I tl^ik, whenever it is necessary, 
be accompanied by the grant ^ means for the support of the dignity. But I 
should not recommend that tlie titles be made hereditary. 

7. The honorary distinctions at present existing should be granted by 
the local Governments, high personal merit being reckoned as the only quali- 
fication, and not the attainment of atiy particular rank or post in the public 
service, save when such post is itself distinguishe(j[ by any title, when, as a 
matter of course, it would devolve on the holder. Distinguishing badges should 
appertain to all honorary distinctions, and these should be of a distinctive 
character. k 

(Signed) W. H. HARRISON. 


Minute recorded by R. Keats, Esquire, Puisne Judge, dated 28th October, 1859. 

The replies we have received from the Zillah Judges on the subject of this 
reference, should be laid before Government, and their attention particularly 
directed to the replies of Messrs. Loughnan, Erskine, and Forbes, as coiily^ining 
much useful information, and many valuable suggestions. 

2. The general opinion as to the expediency of the propose!! measure 
seems to be that it is likely to be conducive of great adv^itage, and in this I 
concur. I think, however, that all it will be necessary to do at present in tbiar 
matter, is to create one extra title of a superior rank to those already given by 
us. This should be divided into two grades ; these might be conferred on 
tliose who pre-eminently distinguish themselves by services to the State, high 
social position, or remarkable liberality, and for the benefit of the community. 
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These should be conferred, on Uie recommendation of tlie local G(^vernment, by 
the Viceroy. They should be asccompanied by badfces or honorary decorations, 
or prtviledfes, and the unauthorized assumption of any of tlmm carefully pro- 
tected by^a legislative enactment, rendering such assumption penal. 

[1. In very particular cases, where circumstances require it, and where 
the wealth of the grantee is Sufficient to admit of a proper provision being 
made to secure a becoming income being set aside or secured by entail, or 
other means for the support of the title, or in such other cases in wliicb (Govern- 
ment might deem fit to make a grant-in-aTd for this purpose, 

• So in original. 

this,"^ the highest Title might be made hereditary, but it 
should be granted with a sparing hand, and should be the exception, and not 
the rule. 

4. With reference to the Official Titles of Rao Bahaduor, lino Sahib, and 
Azirm, I would so far enhance the value of them in cases where it was desired 
to confer a reward for disting^shed or meritorious services in particulig instan- 
ces, by granting permission to wear decorations tind insignia of office. 

5. I do not consider that any further change is at present necessary. 

(Signed) R. KEAYS. 


SUMMARY. 

Acting Sessioti Judge of Kiandcish. — Mr. A. K. Forbes is entirely of 

* opinion that Honorary Distinctions are mucli desired by the Natives of India, 
and that it would be a highly politic step to arrange their distribution on a sound 
and regular plan. The British Government, he remarks, has hitherto failed 
in inducing the Natives of this country to regard themselves as the fellow 
subjects of Europeans, belonging to one Empire, probably because the feeling 
lias not been adequately reciprocated. Another European power, he says, has 
been more successful in the matter. The Georgians and Circassians, without 
losing their national characteristics, have been taught to feel that they are 
the citizens of the great Russian Empire, and one at least of the means adopted 
for the purpose of bringing about that desirable result, has been a distribution 
of Imperial Honors. 

• 2, All Honorary Distinctions should, Mr. Forbes considers, be given in 
the name of Her Majesty. The Viceroy might confer the title, as the repre- 
sentative of the Queen, and the Governors of Presidencies recommend persons 
deserving of honors. Anything approaching to an application for honors 
should be wholly discouraged, as he should fear that a system for the bestowal 
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of honors 0 |^ Natives might be much ^degraded if precautions were not taken 
that the distinction be conferred spontaneously* in offering this remark^ he 
does not refer to an application to succeed to an hereditary title, which would 
be quite unobjectionable. * 

3. I'he highest titles, and especially those reserved for Princes and Chiefs 
of feiidatoiy States should, in Mr. Forbes’s opinion, bear Her Majesty’s sign 
manual. The sanctity^of these should be strictly guarded, an3 imitations of 
them carefully su^pres^d. Many of the titles which have been conferred on 
Hindoos by Mahomedan Governors will, he thinks, he violations of this rule. 

4. It will also be necessary, he thinks, to affix a distinct precedence to 
each title, and to have a graduated scale of them. Thus, if theeTitles of Kajah or 
Navvab Aye still to be used, it should be declared that they are of equal dignity, 
and that the parties rank according to the date of creation. Such Titles an 
Khan Bahadoor and Rao Hahadoor should follow these as the next inferior 
grade ; and if a distinction of hereditary and personal rank is to be made, winch 
in practice would probably be inevitable, these should be the titles which are to 
he hereditary. 

5. It might be desirable to revive the Titles of Shah, Shet, &c., as applied 
to the mercantile classes, and other similar titles ; but Mr. Forbes is rather 
inclined to suggest that a civil order or orders should be created and conferred 
as the reward of official and literary distinction, and of acts of public spirit and 
liberality. 

* 

0. A revision of the titles now given, would, he considers, be found * 
necessary, as in many cases they are far too stilted, some of them objectionable, 
as interfering with old established dignities, and others as containing a religious 
niid mythologic allusion, which might easily be, and should be avoided. 

7. Perhaps in all cases a decoration should accompany a title, whether, 
says Mr. Forhes, such Oriental ensigns as the Kettle-drum end Pulkee, or such 
European badges as the ribbon and star. When the title is granted as a reward 
of official or literary distinction^ or for good service, cases would probably 
occur in which substantial advantages should accompany it. 

8* It would be necessary, he thinks, in .some cases, to make titles heredi- 
tary. It is entirely the Hindoo feeling and practice that they should be so, 
and in the cases of landed proprietors of old family, and of other persons of* 
property, there would be no objection to hereditary honors being given. 

9. Titles given for sodal position, he conceives, should be of the heredi- 
tary clasl ; titles given for good condu^ or special service, either hereditary or 
otherwise^ according to circiimstanoes, but more coifimonly only personal. If 
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we except the Peerafjfe of Great BrUain, which confers a seat«in the Upper 
Chamber of the Legislature, there is nothings, he believes, in the principle upon 
which other hereditary and personal distinctions are conferred in Eng^land which 
is not equally applicable to British India. ^ 

10. It would probably be necessary in Mr. Forbes’ opinion to have at 
least two orders. One very select, and the other available to be conferred 
for more ordinary merits. In the former, the numby of titles in each gfrade 
should he limited ; in the latter, they should be unlimited. 

1 1 . All Patents of Digfnity should, he considers, bear the signature either 
of the Queen, in the cases above mentioned, or of her personal representative, 
the Viceroy, or Ws Deputy in other cases. He does not think that the subor- 
dinate Governments should continue to exercise the power of conferring titles, 
as the [kraetjee destroys the unity of the system of honors. 

*12. Having gone through all the questions mooted by the Government 
of India, Mr. Forbes proceeds to notice one or two points, to which tie thinks 
attention should be directed. 

13. The relative precedence of English and Indian dignities, he observes, 
should be settled. A Native will not think much of the honors we confer 
upon him if he find that we look down upon them ourselves. The only means 
of avoiding this is to give the honors of .British India a distinct position with 
reference to those which are worn among ourselves. It would have been very 
desirable, as it appears to him, for this and other reasons, that some order should 

* have been instituted, in which benefits done to India and distinction won there- 
in, whether by European or Native^ might be recognised, and where those who 
fight side by side in our wars, or labor together in our Civil Administration, 
might meet on a common ground of honor. 

14. It also appears desirable to Mr. Forbes that the courtesy titles which 
are now granted toAiative officials in the Revenue and Judicial branches of 
the service should be examined and revised in accordance with the titles of 
honor which may be determined on. At present the highest of these titles 
seem to be rather in advance of what is required, and he should suppose the 
dignity of Khan Bahadoor or Rao Dahadoor would be found to be more than 
corresponding to that of Esquire, at which it is now fixed. 

• 15. Finally, he would suggest that it will be necessary to the regular 
and proper working a system of Honorary Pistinctions, that a College of Honors 
for British India be established at the Head Quarters of the Viceroy, the 
Masters andMembers of which would devise and register all decorations, settle 
all questions of precedence, bear in person grants of Honors to Princes or 
other personages of sufficient importance, render professional assistance in tracing 
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the desrent of Titles and property, and prenerally perform similar duties with 
those wiiich are performed by the College of Heralds in England, with 
which they should be in communication. . « 

Session Judge of Poona , — From inquiries made by Mr. Loughnaii, 
he finds tlmt under the Peishwa’s Government, as well as under that of Satara, 
there was no title of whatever rank conferred as a rule on persons to be 
decorated. Titles were only rarely conferred, and the practice seems to have 
been to create for each occasion a new title. 

‘2. As the jjroposed institution is intended to be confined to natives of 
India, he presumed that the titles to be selected sliould be those wdiich already 
exist, or are understood in the country. * 

Jl. The orders which now exist being of an exclusively military character, 
he considers it to he very desirable to constitute an order for deserving Civil 
Officers, which might perhaps be named after Her Majesty, and called ‘the 
Order 0 ^“ Victoria.” The persons who already enjoy the official Titles of 
Khan or Rao Buhadoor and Khan Saheb or llao Saheb should, he thinks, he 
included in the new order, which should, however, be divided into three classes, 
two of these being composed of persons bearing the above titles, and a higher 
class consisting of persons selected for special services, on whom the title of 
Wishwas llao Buhadoor, if Hindoos, and Saheb-i-man Bahadoor, if Mabo- 
medans, might he conferred, 

4, A simple riband of scarlet color might be the distinguishing badge of 
the lowest class ; a medal, being the representation of the British Lion, that of 
the second class ; and a golden collar, adorned with representations of the 
Regalia and bust of Her Majesty, for the first class. 

r». These distinctions should, in .Mr. Loughnan’s opinion, be entirelv 
personal, and a certain number of associates otdy permitted in each class ; the 
number to be fixed according to the requirements of each 'Province. Of tlie 
number so fixed, a certain portion should be reserved for persons not in the 
Government service, who may distinguish themselves by such zeal, industry, 
and ability which tend to benefit society in general. 

He w’ould also suggest the registry of all sunnuds conferring the Titles 
of each class of the order, and the value of the stamp to be supplied by the 
candidate should be sufficient to cover the value of the insignia. 

7. It would tend very greatly, he considers, to render the Government 
popular and beloved, were it found possible to confer hereditary titles and 
assign estates to support those titles on men of eminent distinction, and whose 
conduct in times of emergency entitles them to extraordinary rewards. 
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8. The Titles of Rnja and NawaUuii^ht be conferrtMi on suck iiulividuiils, 
the estates assigned heinjj entailed, and escheatinjf tn tlie Crown, on proved 
miseonduct or failure of issue male, while tlie style of address to them uiifi^ht 
be the sahie as that now used in addressiiijj^ their Hi^^hnesst's Seiudit}, Holkar, 
and the Giiiokwar, 

9. The tastes of tlie ]>eo|de appear to Mr. Loiip^hnaii Ui have uiuler- 
pone so muchehanpe on the suhjeet <if iMpiipape, aiul the papoantry of courts 
durinp the last 30 years, as to obviate the necessity for deiininp any lules to re- 
pulatc these. Such matters may, he conceives, he left to th(» tast(*s and 
special idiosyncracies of the individuals <ni whom these jirizes are Ix'slowcd. 

The Ses&ioh Judge of Tanna . — On the peneral snhjei't of titles and 
rewards, Mr. C. J. Erskine makes the followinp ohservations : 

1. From the questions eirculated, it appears that the (jlovcrmneiit (»t 
India is about to take a comprehensive and a lihi^ral survey of the whole ques- 
tion of Titles and Ranks— and, without riinninp into the extreme o[ii^uons of 
Mr. llentham and others, on national rewards, it is obvious that llie subjeet 
s one of immense extent. The peo])le of this eountry are habitually inert, and 
roipiire more than other men to he stimulated artifieially. 1'liere is littli* 
public opinion, and eoiiseqiu'iitly little public spirit amonp them. Official pi;o- 
motions and distinction constitute almost the only kind of eminenei*. to whieh 
they aspire — and they attach undoubtedly an extreme value to forms, dipnities, 
and personal position. It is only [lolitic in the Governnumf to take advantnpe 
^jf these accidents in as far as that may lepitimately he. done. And if there 
lias Sometimes been a tendency to pirsli these views to excess, ami to (vmfinn 
defects of character by over indiilpenee, it is equally m^eessary to avoid the 
opposite extreme of a jiedautic abstinence from such sources of iiifliienee and 
power. Mr. Mill, in one of his hooks, has observed “ that the enerpies of 
“ niaiikirid should be kept in employiiicnf by the strupph* of riehes’' (and of 
ranks) “ as they were formerly by the stnipple of war, until the better mi mis 
“ succeed in cducatinp the others into better thinps, is umloiihicdly more 
“ desirable than that they should rust and stapmite — while; iiiimls are etoarse, 
“ they require coarse stimuli, and let them have them,” And, without allnd- 
inp to ambitions eif a hipher order — to that desire of a fair ffime wliieli works 
in better minds — it is plain that the mere oriental fondnes.s for disjduy, the 
wish to he visibly exalted above other men (a pour substitute for stdf resjieet 
with too many in this country) finds its natural pratification in a race for 
worldly distinctions, and is apt, if no such stimulus be applied, to smoulder in 
discontent, that may readily be turnct^to disalTeetiun. No feelinp, of course, 
not even a petty feelin^^, can he unimportant if it works on larpe masses f>f infui. 
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And mnce tlys weakness will be the opppnent, if it be not r1«imA.i as the ally 
of improvement, it should no longer be ignored or neglected. Something 
should be done to enlist in the cause of order the stray passions which wiU 
turn to intrigue, if they be not invited to work. Some higher ameers, too 
should be opened to natives of high character, and this, with as little delay as 
possible. 

2. Taking it for granted, tlien, that these wants are acknowledged and 
are to be removed, may not a plan bo adopted more comprehensive than that 
indicated by the questions of the Supreme^Government ? May not the new 
influence be brought to bear upon all classes without exception ? There seems 
to be no reason why it should not be applied to the rank an^ file of Society, 
as well as to the higher orders. It may be applied, for instance, to the popu- 
lation of rural districts, in the form of rewards or simple decorations to be 
awarded at public gatherings or fetes like those which have nourished ar.'ong 
many Epropean people, not only strength, activity, and generous tempers, but 
also (as in Switzerland and^' in some parts of England) many other homely 
virtues in the jioor of both sexes La Rosiere de Saleney), It may be 
applied publicly, as no doubt it will be, to the young of all ranks (not excluding 
the cultivating classes), as they are brought under the discipline of schools. It 
may be applied (as men have learned to apply it in Europe, and as local insti- 
tutions in India would aid the local Governments in applying it) to those who 
arc laboring by practice or study to improve the agricultural, mechanical, or 
commercial industries of the country. It may be applied, and is to be applied 
with the usual forms and ceremonies, to professional students, and to those 
who aspire to literary eminence. It may be applied, more directly by Govern- 
ment, to all the public servants of the State (and measures for this purpose 
were at one time under consideration). Finally, it may be applied, as the 
Supreme Government now propose, to the higher class of citizens in all walks 
of life in the form of titles and honorary privileges. 

3. None of the minor kinds of public rewards just enumerated are 
alluded to in the questions forwarded with your circular, and perhaps 
therefore it is not expected that much should be said about them. 
Yet they are certainly not less important than mere titles of nobility, nor 
less deserving of early attention. Any endeavour, indeed, to create a 
quasi-aristocracy except as the highest* order in an ascending gradation of* 
rank, intelligence, and virtue, must be an endeavour to fix the capital of 
a pillar without base or shaft to support it. Such an attempt prematurely 
made m&y engender positive abuses. For great personal influence in this 
country (especially in rural districts) will, of course, owing to the pre- 
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vailing poverty of spirit and habit of submission among; the ryots, 
be an influence almost uncontrolled in its own sphere. The despotic 
nature of such local influences, which there is nothing at hand to check in a 
community where all men are on a level ; in other words, the slight restraints 
upon local oppression, seem to have struck M. de Jocqueville more than any 
thing else in America, and of course in these provinces, where there is less 
force of charaeter and less publicity, the risk of abuse will be greater. It is 
important, therefore, that any persons whom the Government may honor at the 
outset, should be men whom it can trust with the exercise ' of great personal 
authority. Nothing would more discredit the new system than repeated calls 
for interference with those whom it ennobles. If military prowess were still 
the chief requisite in a man of rank, it would be comparatively easy to select 
men really superior in that respect, and really capable of exercising thfc proper 
influence. ’ dlut it is less likely that a high minded, liberal, temperate nobility 
will emerge from a lethargic and subservient people. While, therefore, steps 
are taken with due care even now to select mc^for higher distinctfons, the 
greatest efl^urt, I submit, should he directed towards the mass of the people 
from whom, after all, the final selection must he made, lliat is the tree 
which the other will be the fruit ; and the body with which the best member 
will sympathise. There seems to ‘ he no reason why native society should 
remain in its present state of prostration. To expect that the entire popula- 
tion will be spe^edily elevated, that any one now living will see diffused through 
many Indian tribes what Mr. Burke noted as the basis of national strengt.h, 
• “ an au.stere and masculine morality,” would of course be visionary. But 
mor% zealous efforts may be made to lead the peuj>le in that direction. This 
apparently is the work to be attempted first of all, and on a great scale. 
After that, other great works may be successful, but hardly before it. 

4. Still the commencement of a scheme, like that now suggested, wliich 
can only develop 4t.sclf gradually, need not on this account be delayed. The 
first results will probably be of doubtful success, under any circumstaiices — and 
it will be no disadvantage that the first experiment should be on a limited scale. 
It will be a great thing to ascertain by experience how the desire for honorable 
distinction can be made to work with the greatest power. That it is a great 
power, no one can doubt, who remembers wliat an amount of energy is often 
.excited throughout a whole army by the prompt and public award of Honors. 
The spirit excited may be dangerous ; but there is no doubt as to its motive 
force. Neither does any thing in the nature of the case suggest that the 
stimulus will operate only on the warlike and not on the peaceful energies of 
men. A cordial recognition of merit, instance, in a public spirited physician, 
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or in a man vrlio lias executed (even as contractor) g^reat piiblic-works, with 

• 4 

skill, rapidity, regard to the w'elfarc of his laborers (numbered perhaps by 
thousandH), would strengthen the hands of the Government by drawing able 
men to work in concert with it — and thus breaking to some extent the torpor 
of the. community to whieh they belong, and these effects at least wdll follow 
even if the first recipients of favor be not men of tlie most distinguished merit. 
Favor indeed works chiefly as it is in excess of merit. 

Turning in the luixt ])lace to the nature of the rewards that should 
be made available, some principles ajipear to be self-evident. 

(5. In the (i^-st jdace, the rewards should be great rather than numerous. 
This has perhajis not been suffieiently reineiiibered in India. Vet it is a mere 
truism. Great rewards only will operate over a large surface. The energies 
(for instance) of the ta-ow ds of young Knglishmen who apply to the study of 
law are aroused by histories of Chief Justices and Tjords Chancellor, nof, of 
country Jf'ourt Judges, 1’his no one denies — nor is it denied that great 
rewards only will stimulate ^‘at talents. The hope of an ordinary jirize stirs 
only on ordinary amhitioii — yet what is the ease in this country ? The jmblie 
establishments, hereditary and stipemliarv, are enormous, liotb in respect to 
numbers and expense. Nevertheless, there is not in the }>ift of the Hombay 
Government a single olliee (usually open to natives) for which an enterprizing 
and truly able man, to whom aiiotbei; career is open, would rare to make a great 
exertion. Is it wonderful that there is a complete stai» nation ? Is it not the 
niihital result (tf such a st.ite of things? And if a great im|>rovement he 
tiesired, must it not he freely paid for? (’ertainly, like other things worth' 
having, it will not he obtained without cost. Goiisiderahle prizes, capable of 
exciting general emulation, can only he promoted by the exercise of eonsidera- 
hle liberality. 

7 . Hut what considerable prizes is it possible to provide ? 1'be common 
iiieidenis of an aristocracy, of course, and those wbieb g?ve it lustre in other 
countries, are great tenitorial possessions, and liigli political status. 
Ill regard tp the former, it is unnecessary to say miieb, seeing that 
the (iovernment on this side of India have no means of bestowing such posses- 
sions except ill the form of assignments on the best source of piiblu* revenue, 
wbieb it is nut desirable to alienate, and wbieb could be assigned only with 
such large reservations of the rights of undorliolders as would lead to frequent, 
iuterferenei's (legal and ilin‘et), ealeulateil to fret the (piasi-laiullords and to 
imjailr tin* dignity of tlieir position. If tiiere be any J.igeerdars, petty Kajabs, 
or Nawabs in this Fresidfuey, whose estates are uneneuinbercd, and who are 
able and wHliiig to travel under proper stpervlslon, and so practically to educate 
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themselves in better dispositions than the atmosphere of their own places 
would develop, then a few sucJi men, so trained, mif^ht form the Lost nueloiis 
of a new nobility. For it is only reasonable to suppose, that a practice which 
has been useful not only to young men of rank in the West, hut to so many 
from Turkey, and even Persia, would iu»t he without its effect on the 

inhabitants of this country. Perhaps, however, it is now too hit^^ for this ; and 
no other estate's that I know of, are at the disposal of the (lovenimcnt. Be- 
yond the limits of our regulation territories, tneans may be found prohuhly to 
multiply estates of moderate size, and those I believe, if not /oo large for the 
personal inspection of an active ruler, might be nniltiplied with great hopes of 
advantage. 

H. As to political status, tlierc is probaldy no intention of holding out 
immediate hopes of that. I merely submit, therefore, that with due* caution, 
iiuli^iluals fnight even now (from time to time) he selected, whose exaltation 
would he a source of strength. The presence (►f a man of ii[u iglitness and 
of |)nictlsed business lial)its (like the late Sir ^^amsetjee Jee’p'ehlio/ in his 
prime) could not b\it he an ac(|uisitioii even in the Legislative Council. Such 
men too arc tl)e best cmiscrvatives, and their co-operation w’ouUI enable 
Eunjpeuns U) deal more oouficlently with (piestions in which native feelii^gs are 
ctmeemed. It may be ad<led, perhaps, with liseal and finnneial cjuestions. The 
admission of one such person to power wajuld not iinjdy that another must be 
named on his retirement or demise, unless a w^orthy and a|)proved successor 
were available. Neither would it imply tliat tlie person named imist reside 
'continuously at Calcutta ; and again, in another branch of (he public, service 
(stilf distinct from the ordinary executive), a |)erson might he ft>und evi-ii now, 
wliose presence as a Civil Judge in any Court of Appeal, wherein suits rela- 
tive to natives are considered, w'ould be of eonsiderable advantage. As, how- 
ever, it may not be intended that these sulyects should l)(‘ discussed, 1 merely 
add an expre.s.sion of hope, that whatever he the nature of the rewards seh‘eted 
fur bestowal w'ith titles, special privileges in the form of exemptions from 
ordinary jurisdiction may not he (»f the number. 

y. Since territorial possessions and political status are sparingly available, 
what substantial advantage can be accorded ? It is not easy to aiisw'cr the ()ucs- 
tion, especially as the grant of dignities (to all hut professional men of eiuifiencc) 
.should be accoinjianied witli public employment of some kind, some practic4il 
at'tive occupation. In one of Sir John Mah'idm’s works, there is a very forci- 
ble and earnest appeal to this effect, wiiich is especially important, Jis the 
conclusion of one whose cxpcricne.e of the native cliaracter was so very wi*Ie. 
The management of a great estate and ^larticipation in the acts of a public 
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assembly are of course the best discipline for members of a privileged class. 
Failing these, there seems to be nothing better than high pensions to be held 
on condition of serving when required on local or special commissions and 
other public inquiries. An arrangement of this kind, if framed on a really 
liberal scide, might be of use. And if the status and advantages thus conferred, 
and the duties imposed, were regarded as a means of probation, whereby to test 
the capacities of certain persons for higher responsibilities, then the impulse 
of course would be more powerful. In this Presidency, especially, the presence 
of Parsees, and even of a Hindoo race (not Brahmins) having little sympathy 
with the Hindoos of Northern and Eastern India, seems to point to these 
districts as a fit theatre for such an experiment. Native gentlemen thus chosen 
and remunerated, might be required to reside for some months at a time in 
different, districts, in order to ascertain the condition of the people, to report 
upon it, to bring suffering to light, and encourage efforts towards improvement. 
They might be useful in stimulating educational, municipal, and sanatory 
reformspand minor public works of utility. 

10. It does not seem desirable that any attempt should be made to 
establish an hereditary order at present. The necessity for providing occupa- 
tion, and opening out a career to those first ennobled, and the difficulty of 
doing this on any considerable scale, would ’ alone be a sufficient objection to 
such a proposal at present, as Uiere is reason to fear that horn nobles, if left 
unemployed amid the temptations common to their order in the East, might ere 
long be conspicuous only for whnt liord Bacon terms “ flags and pedigrees,” if 
not also for indolence and discontent. Moreover, a privileged class, in such an* 
extensive empire, would be apt, if hereditary, to increase too rapidly in 
numbers unless new distinctions were accorded with an unwise parsimony. 

11. As to the Titles themselves, T have little to say. The three r,anks 
already in use will answer for the lower grade. In regard to the higher grade, 
the Titles to he selected should not be antiquated relics of ap obsolete past, nor 
grotesque applications of inappropriate European Titles, hut rather designations 
not unfamiliar to the people, and capable nevertheless of being used in a new 
sense, with reference to the future. 

It occurs to me to add that one of the chief elements of value in 
a public distinction is the promptitude with which it is awarded. And that a 
large discretion and authority should therefore he allowed to local Governors* 
and Rulers of Provinces. 


(Signed) C. J, ERSKINE, 

Judge. 
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No. 29. 

From IIU EvccllcSpy the Governor Ocnei’H of IinlU, to the Eij^ht Hon’ble the Secretary 

of State for India, No. 27, dated Camp Meerut, Uie 2 Atli DeceinWr, I S *9. 

Ix a Despatch, of the 8th ultimo, you refer to the difhcultios 
which beset tl^e question of bestowing Honors ami Distinctions upon 
Native Princes and Chiefs, and you desire me to furnish you with my 
opinion as to the best means of keeping alive the •feeling whirh 
Native Princes entertain of the importance of Honors emanating 
directly from the Crown of Glcat Britain. 

2. The subject, which is a large one, has, as you will sec by the 

enclosed pjipers, been for some montlis under the consideration of the 
Govefirtinienl of India. It embraces two very diflorent kinds of 
distinction and reward, that conferred by a Title, whetln'r laircdi- 
lory or personal, and Unit conferred by a*u Order of Kiii^litliood 
with its badges and insignia. I will state my views of each, witli 
such observations, as some of the various proposals made in tlioso 
[»npcrs appear to call for. * . ’ 

3. On the first head, the conferring of Titles, I am salisiied 

that it will be the best policy to adhere closely to the precihC Titl(‘s 
already in use throughout India. I do not tliink tliat any sueoe.‘-H 
would attend an attempt to invent new Tales, or to modify the 
mcaiyng and value of old ones. I should deprecate an endeavour to 
regulate them by any general rule for all India ; for the same Titles 
havo^a diflcrcni value absolutely and relatively, in differeni parts of 
the country, and some which are used in one part are not known in 
another. In eachTjocal Goveniment or Province, the designations and 
tittles which have been almost immcmorially in use should continue 
to be recognized and conferred. These Titles should, I submit, be in 
the disposal of the Queen’s Representative in India. I do not think 
that any-thing would be gained by making the grant of the Titles 
of Maharajali and Nawab, or of any other Hindoo or Mahomedan 
^tlcs refcrrible to the Crown ; and there would always be delay in 
doing so, and sometimes difficulty in conveying the full merits of the 
case referred. . 

4. All that is necessary as^ regards Native Titles is^tliat 
the Crown of England should be understood to assume to itself the 
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authority/ and to invest itself w^th the trust heretofore claimed by 
the Emperors of Hindoostan over all their subjects and vassals 
whether Mahomedan or Hindoo ; that tliis authoritjr should be, 
exercised by the Crown’s Representative in India, as in fact it always 
has been exercised by the Governor General ; and that an official 
roll of all the rightful holders of Titles should be ^ kept* by the 
Government of India. In short, that as little change as possible be 
made in the practice which is already established, excepting in the 
preservation of a more formal and authoritative record of Titles 
actually recognized or granted than any which at present exists. 

f 

5. As to making Titles hereditary, I deprecate doing this in 
a country where the decadence of families is sudden and frequent, 
and where inheritance by primogeniture is not established. They 
are already often made hereditary in practice ; but they should not 
be made so by rule and of' right, unless in very exceptional cases. 

C. 1 am equally opposed to attaching as a rule any land or grant 
of money or allowance to the grant of a Title. Where a bubstnutial 
iward is duo, it should be given; but not as the necessary accomi)ani- 
ment of a Title. The tcudency.in India to consider Honors as identical 
with profit is already too strong, and needs no encouragement. 

7. I greatly hope that no intermixture of Eastern and Western 
Titles will take place ; that Knighthoods (unconnected with any 
order) Ihironetages, Jlaronies, and other Titles which arc adapted to 
the laws, Government, and social condition of England, will not be 
grafted into our Indian system, and that the English styles of Sir” 
and Lord” will not be prefixed to Indian names. To say nothing 
of the incongruity of the conjunction, it is not our true object to 
denationalize India, and assuredly to create a new aristocracy, or 
Titled cla^ss, under foreign designations would wear the appearance 
of desiring this. It will be a sounder course and more consonant, 

I believe, with the feelings of the people at large, if the Crown of 
England, as the paramount power, accepts and shows respect for 
the Titles and designations which have for many centuries, and 
under various dynasties, prevailed through India, its representatives 
to make manifest that these Titles shall lose nothing of their dignity 
unde/ the Crown’s direct rule, and~ that they will be worthily and 
justly dispensed. 
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8. I am not prepared to say what should be the ryles which 
should govern the grant of Indian Titles, Upon this point I wish 
to liave the opinion of the Govermnent of Bombay regarding tin? 
Titles of' Western Iiidia^ before speaking definitively. But the rules 
if Any are necessary, should be as few as possible; aud as observed by 
the Governor of Madras, we should take care not to over-systomutize. 
1 also concur in Sir Charles Trevelyan's suggestion that it is proper 
that all Titles should be given with the previous sanction of the 
Governor General. 1 do not consider that this is required as a cheek 
upon the Governments of Madras or Bombay, whose recommen- 
dations would jlVobably be accepted in all cases ; but because it is 
desiral)le that all upon whom Titles are eouforred sliouhl derive them 
from $Amc common source, and that that soureo should be as near 
to the fouTilain of all Honor as can he conveniently provided. In 
this view it will be right that the Titles should be sanctioned*l>y the 
Queen's Bepresentative. 

9. *I will now speak of the second kind of honorary reward 
that wliich is conferred by an Order of Jvnighthood with its badges 
and insignia. I know no way in wliieh the feeling of the Native 
IViuces of India in regard to the value! of Honors emanating from the 
Crown could be so surely kept alive as through the institution by the 

• Crown of a high order of Chivalry, of which Her Majesty should be 
lhe|Sovereign. I venture to think that the establishment by the 
Quc%n of sueh an order would be an act of wise policy, as well as of 
Boyal firace, and that the fitting time fur it has arrived. But T am 
very strongly of opinion that, in order to give to such an institution 
its full good eflect, it is indispensaldc that it should include within 
certain projiGrtions and restrictions British-born subjects of Her 
Majestj^, AS well as the Native Chiefs of India. Inded I should 
hesitate to recommend the creation of any order for tlie latter 
exclusively^. I believe that it would be far less esteemed by them, 
than one in which distinguished Englishmen should he admitted to 
.share, and that the feeling that it. was not seen or known out of 
India, would greatly diminish its value in their eyes. I doubt 
whether it would be possible to convince them that a distinction 
thus limited to themselves was not held cheap by their JJnglish 
fellow subjects. 



^ ( 120 ) . 

10. J. am confirmed in this opinion by much that I have seen 
and hoard within the last few months. It is not many days since 
an Officer in the familiar confidence of one of the most powerful 
and loyal Native Princes told me, that Chief had said to him that 
what he (the Chief), desired above all rewards was, that the Queen 
should confer upon him such an Order as Her Majesty would" confer 
upon one of Her own servants. I believe that this feeling is almost 
universal amongst the natives of high rank, and that they would 
look coldly upon any Honor which should be assigned solely to Natives 
of India, however ^rcat in rank or power, those selected for it might 
be. I think it very fortunate that such a feeling exists, and I 
earnestly recommend that <jncouragcraent be shown to it. , 

11. This would be effected by the institution of a jj; 'ir*18rder 
of Knjghthood, of a single class, limited in number, and that number 
divided according to a fixed rule, between English and Indian 
subjects, or feudatories of the Queen, who by good and loyal service 
rendered to the British Empire in India had deserved well of the 
Crown. 

I think that a proper and convenient number of Indian Mem- 
bers of the Order would be twelve or fifteen, and that the num- 
ber of English Members should not be limitsd to less than 
twelve. 1 would advise that not more than one-third of the 
whole number of liuglish Members should bo serving the C:;owri 
in India at any one time. A rule of this nafure would be neeessai / to 
guard against a filling up of the wdiole number at once, the r-ji^ult 
of which would be that in a few years, owing to the conditions of 
Indian service, all would have left India, and tucre would be no 
English ri'prosentatives of the Onler in this country until vacancies 
by death occurred amongst those who had carru*d home their Honors. 
This is to be avoided, for it will certainly be desirable that so far as 
eau be provided, tlio Native Chiefs who receive the Honor should have 
always bidbrc tlieir eyes the fact that high English functionaries of 
the (h'owui are distinguished by the same Honor. 

12. It should be established either by rule or piactice, that 
only ycrsoiis in the highest ran^s of the Queen’s service in India 
shoulQ be eligible to the Order. 
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13. If an Order of Knighthood upon some such scheme as 
that above suggested be ihstituted by the Crown for the reward aiul 
Honor of Chiefs and Natives of very higli position, there will still 
be wantijng the means of rewarding Natives of less eminent rank, 
but .-often^ of great public merit, such as minor llajahs, iulluential 
and wealthy land-owners, and other proprietors, our own Native 
Civil OfRcers, and the Ministers and Olliccrs of Native Clovern- 
ments, 

I am of opinion that this will best be done by the institution 
of a separate Ord(‘r of more general scope. But I recommend thao 
this Order be not made a l)raneh or seeond class of the higher Order, 
and that it be not instituted at the same time, nor until Urn higher 
Ord' ^4^ Veil established before the country. The value ot tlic 
higher rOider in the estimation of the Princes and Chiefs would he 
diminished liy attaching to it one or moi^e lower ranks consisting of 
many numbers; and tlu‘ clfcet upon the public at large of creating 
at one stioke a \ariely of orders and decorations would prohalily ho 
an ilnl)ro!5^ion that the Crown of Ki\gland awards these Honorary 
Dislinclicms easily and cheaply. ' Such an impression once iimde 
would not soon he removed ; and therefore, although it is to be regret- 
ted that there should be delay in providing the means of rewarding 
persons of those classes to winch the secondary and more gcncM-al 
Order would he open, 1 think that the evil of this will he much less 
lli/i that of (Jelracting from the importance of llic first great Order 
uflchivalry iiislilutcd by the Uueen in India. It is to he rememhi*red 
toJ that, so far as eonceins services rendered dining the rehellieii, 
there has not been any ddliculty in rewarding ali(*ady in some other 
way must of those who would come within the range of the 
secondary OrJiT. 

I t. ^Vhen the time shall arrive for cstubljhliing this Order, 
I think it will he foiiiid advisable to divide it into at least two grades 
to limit the nuinhers of each, and to make it open to Hnglish as well 
as to Indian subjects of Her Maj/}sty. I do not think that any money 
allowance (as in the case of the Legion of Honor in France, and ol 
the ]Military Order of British India) should he attacht^l to it. 

(SigUL'd) CANNl\u. 









